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INSCRIBED TO 



THE RIGHT HONORABLE 



• ■ « 

The Marchioness Townshend. 
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A Public acknowledgment of 
the very great obligations conferred 
upon my Youth, and afterwards so 
generously extended to others most 
dear to me, by Yourself and'lLLus- 
TRious Consort, is the only oppor- 
tunity of evincing its sensibility, which 
presents itself to a heart too humble 
to hope that it can ever, by any sub- 
stantial benefit, discharge the debt of 
gratitude which it has thus incurred. 
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Already apprehensive that vanity 
may be imputed to me, for having pre- 
sumed tihus to avow the honor of your 
early patronage, I shall not further 
sanction the justice of such censure ; 
but decline any other^ reference to 
your numerous kindnesses, than to 
assute )yod - .that a livefy i recollection 
df jthem: hasi with unfeigned sincerity^' 
for dver . Gotifirmed me > /^ : ; 

j>io;; lYour iJadyship'^ ' 
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Most Devolied, 
-K ^ and Faithful Humble Servant, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



O history^ thou parent of renown ; 
Thou best instructor of mankind I 



X O visit a cdantry celebrated for eventful history, had long 
been an object of my wishes : on the Continent, hostilities 
denied its accomplishment 5 in my own nation I, therefore, 
sought for a circumscribed district, which should at once 
present itself, to captivate the attention by the beauty and 

I 

variety of its natural attractions/^ and interest the more deeply 
reflecting mind by the importance of its political vicissitudes; 
The SiLUBBs (part of South Wales), t6 say nothing of its 
high-praised scenery- (but which would never disappoint the 
most glowing anticipations of fancy), seemed to me to promise 
the laigest rewards to the labours of my historical roMaidi^ 
not only on account of the arduous and menxnrable struggle 
made by that brave people against the Roman and other hi* 
vaden, until it became a territorial- member of the English 
domini<»i,, bat 'also for its castieated ruins, once proud monu- 
ments of famd, but now, alas ! mouldering tombs of scarce^ 
remembered grandeur. 
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lOF the customs and peculiarities of the original inhabitants^ 
It is exceecUngly difficult to obtain such information as would 
be likely to gratify the fastidious delicacy of a sincere lover of 
pore historic fact. Authors are various in their opinions, and 
the most learned acknowledge their insufficiency to say any 
llung with certainty, from the mixture of fable and impro- 
balulity that has been recorded by Ihe earliest writers. 



Similar to other ooantries, at that Yemofe period, they 
jue supposed to have formed themselves into separate bodies, 
each governed by a chief, who considered himself as indepen- 
dent of •thsr statea; and no doubt, though they had frequent 
disagreements imd battles among themselves, still, under any 
danger which threatened a nuqaber of the principalities toge« 
itMB, (as t^ invasi<H» of a fooreiga fee,) they were prudent 
fnov^ioaxutetbenisdhres, and tobedirected by one coii»- 
masder^ for the advmitage of aU the tribes) but, even then^ 
thcb fttTDeioCis di^mtlioii and impatience of coiltronl would 
• Sis tT in tifiie s prevent that tMr^^ty so necessary to preservatkxi, 
a«d by thmi; open to difficukiea and disasters. Fitxn Ibe&t 
MnIq «f linag m the pkinest manner, and not si^jecdi^ 
ilsniisilyea . to umiecessary Inxtn^, other i» doUiiQg or 
habitation, they werd strong, active, hardy, ind faeakli^: of 
their oourafe aad ittpotnosiiy the invtdett hear Iritness; it 
■#a» not tbdf first ap pe ar alM^ or attack wlqdiaubdiied1littD> 
altboi^b tmnrod to watf add hairiiig the advantage o^ sapeiior 
^^mdifieatioaa $ nor^irheti a footim^ had been gaisKd by then, 
had they any security or rest for a long mmoijtwn, twaif 
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dus^caote^ tke Bom^os wore ander the nocesMfy c^ kee^uog 
up an exleiittve chatn of communicatums with every cm 
id their settkmenU -, andj in all probahilitj^ bad the Sritcm 
teen in firm uncaoimity^ they might hare preaenFed tbemadvea 
taoA their coontiy from snbjogatioju 



. Who were liie princes aitdgoveroera of Britain^ thediitaiit 
period leaves ns mndi in the dark. There is a manuscript ta 
the possession of Mr. Hopkins^ of Coychnrch, Ghmorgan* 
diirej wiiidi states, Aat the first Incoiardb of the bland was 
ftydain, s<m of A^ the great, at that time king cf the mioii 
CiKitied^ or hundreds, of Syllwg, Siluria, or Owoit^ bat 
dedined unhrersid monarchy, for, that '' Coundl is noi toi# 
fiund in emohimmt'" so that, as before stated, his son 
Srydm was placed in the his^ftti^ion; firom hiso^ hy descent 
in alongitne of sixteen successors. Bran inheriUrf the tfareiw« 
who was fiither lo the renowned Caractaosis : ^preioona t# 
Um, we scarcefyfind any thing to mterei^ us m die affidra of 
^» kii^Sdom^ but the variety of foctune, <he D^rightneas fof 
hm actions, tiie .valour ai^jUperseverance oi the m»a, add • 
dignity to the iiero, and eompd us, wbilp we apphmd hia 
apint, to lament his buonliation# 



13ie deteatatioo in whiicb tbp Britons bdd th^ iRvadcrSj 
pas cootinuially sanniiated by their sefieate^ 
whenever epportnnity naBaed^ and thou|^ Ih^ Boronnai h:f 
dinfc ctf sdenfific warfiire, geofirnlty wch» victori<msi, stiU 
tiie fentim^ of levenge was iln»m}y plaHled in th^ British 
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breast^ and^ undaunted by former defeats^ would still engage. 
This people, headed by Caractacus, a revered Prince, whose 
reputation and courage were his greatest boast, gave a hope that 
their efforts would not be unsuccessful 5 the Romans were now 
guided by Ostorius (who succeeded Plautius), and came from 
the northern J^arts of the kingdom, which, by battles and bri- , 
bery, he had in a great measure subdued 3 thus was he ad- 
vanced to head an army to be opposed to Caractacus, who, by 
several movements, had placed his adherents under every pos- 
Irible advantage, and taken his station in the country of the 
Ordoyices (Nortli Wales), as being more suitable for defence, 
as the grounds were less accessible to an enemy so politic and 
superior in numbers ; here Caractacus waited the issue of 
a contest which wa? to decide the fate of his countrymen ; 
ndthirig in his power was omitted, that could animate their 
aouls with an ardor for glory, and the memory of the achieve- 
inetits of their ancestors was held up to inspire them with the 
like fervour : the spirit and situation of the Britons were not 
unhoticed by the penetrating ^e of Ostcnius, who, to the 
usual forms of encouraging his^4egion, set forth the still 
^eater merit c^ encountering greater difficulties > indeed they 
appeared in the circumstances before them, and 'might be 
thought insuperable. As . the Roman soldiers were impa- 
tient for the attacki Ostdrius had no difficulty in leading 
them to the battle, which' was long 'and obstinately contested j 
but alas, the discipline ahd fiiry of Roman warriors, shielded by 
coats of mail, proved too powerful for the brave Britons, who 
^ere defeated^ and the victmy was the mare complete by the 



iiltijiiatecaptare<^the wife and daughters of Caractacas, and 
the surrender of his brothers. The unfortunate Prince, in his 
despair, fled, for pi^otection and relief, to Cartismandua, the 
queen of the Brigantines, who, unmindful of generosity, ho- 
nor, or conipassion, infamously delivered him into the hands 
of his enemy ^ thus was a dignified hero, by the issue of this 
battle, reduced from power, freedom, and prosperity, to be- 
come a public spectacle in the triumphal procession of the 
conqueror to Rome. 

Though in this manner degraded, he preserved his magna- 
nimity, and without a look of despondency, or soliciting com- 
passion from the surrounding throng, he manfully and ener- 
getically addressed himself to Claudius, seated on his throne :— 



** If my moderation in prosperity had been answerable to the greatness 
*< of my birth and estate, or the success of my late attempts, to the 
** resolution of my mhid, I might have come to this city rather as a friend 
<' to be entertained, than as a captive to be gazed upon ; neither wouldest 
*f thoQ disdain to have received me on terms of amity and peace, being a 
** man of royal descent, and a commander of many warlike nations ; but, 
" what cloud soever hath darkened my present lot, yet have the Heavens 
** and nature given me that in birth and mind, which none can vanquish 
** or deprive me of. I well see, that you make otjher men's miseriqs'the 
*< subject and matter of your triumphs, and, in this my calamity, as in a 
** mirror, you now contemplate your own glory ; yet know, that I am, 
** and wiy, a prince, furnished with strength of men and habiliments of 
** war ; and what marvel is it if all be lost, seeing experience teacheth that 
** the events of war ait variable, and the success of policies guided by 
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*< «BC«eliis firttaj 4ttdl U mtft mcb Wlii» iHMnffat ihst /tbe deep wateiK* 
<< like a w^l), csicloiio|; gur land, fund it, to lUuftted by heavenly Provi^ 
**'^nce,ns\n aiiGitb«r world, might have been a sufficient privilege and 
** defencje for us against foreign invasions : but now I perceive, that the 
^ desire of soverdgnty admits no limitation ; and if yon Romans must 
^ command all, theii all must obey, for mine own part, while I was able, 
""'I msde resistance, and unwilling I was to submit my neck to a servile 
** yoke. So-far tiie law -of natiifa alloweth eveiy^nan thathe may defend 
^ Jtimieif, being aasaikd, nod to withstand foice by forc0* Had I at fir^lt 
** yielded, thy gloiy, and my ruin, had not been so,renown'd*- Fortune 
^ hath now done her worst ; we have nothing left us but our lives, which 
** if thou take from us, our miseries end $ and if thou spare us, we are but 
^ the objects of thy Clemency." 

€ucfe a speech, from sach a man, jef&ctsd his and his family's 
release horn 4Sbeir ^^hains, and thdr idMiaeqiie&t reapeotftd 
obedience to the Emperor and Empress. 

ISiiv l9iiBU|iated the career of a man who bad fully employed 
4he Romans for nine yean ; but the SUui:es could not be kept 
peaceable, either by good or ill treatment : and this defisat 
aeiVed no otherwise than to stimulate them to greater acta bf 
valour> by which diey gained several victories over their op- 
pressors; in shorts the trouble and anxiety which Ostorius was 
GontuinaUy labouring under at the determined and obstinate 
4viposition of the Britons^ was the occasion of his death. Tbo 
xommand .devolved on Didiu3, who kept them ia niore subjec- 
^ioD, but no remafkable action is vecofded ofiiim^ and had he 
not been assisted by others, in all likelihood, ^inveteracy of 
the Britonswoold have beentoopower^u) for himr AA«rPidiv|8i 
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Veraotius became cctoim^d^j who dying wi(^ a )restr> SodSo- 
imu FauUnui had the goyemment ) and as svccess encreaaea 
ardoiv he determined on the gainhig of the island of Mona 
(Angles^), which was still rd>dliou8; but his absence occa^ 
ikmed afiresh rapture that had nearly been fatal to the Romans. 
Trebellins Maximns was the next, and succeeded by the more 
gentle method of pardonittg their errors; bat, while this sdieme 
Vas going on^ a ttmtiny arose in his own anny, and he was 
ever after necessitated to act with caution. Vectius Bolanos, 
his successor, was also in the like uneasy situation, from a 
want of uittty among his men, oyer whom he had scarcely the 
shew of authority. Pbdlius Cerialis was more regarded, and 
by being successful in several sharp conflicts, acquired confi* 
dence. To him succeeded Julius Frontinus, who overcame 
aiQ obstades, carsiied victory with him, ahdsufodued thelot^- 
^te^stiog Sihjres^ His successor was the renowned and War- 
Kke Agricola, who, finding die Ordovices had obtamed some 
sigmd advantage over the Roman horse, put himself at the 
headof histfoops, and nearly de8trcy)red the vriiole natioQf 
he oon^pleted tiw conquest of Mona, bydmtofextraordBnarf 
abilify and ooittag^> he made no pretence §ar £une by these 
actions, andlrather desired to conciliate the good ^th of his 
enemiBs by lenient measoses> than foccb it by the terror of ^ 
swordk- 

KthertD we have beheld the fortune of war with a dejected 
eye, as having seeti the Britons firustrated in their endeavouis 
10 comeMct tbe piogccn of Roanm arms; but, setliiv 
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aside thdr abrapt entrance into the kingdom^ which was cer* 
tainljr in an hostile and marauding manner^ yet^ when viewed 
in* a judicious and moral lights is softened by the numerous, 
advantages that attended the Roman conquest^ by a gradiial 
amelioration of the native ferocity of the Britons. The 
Romans^ after their care to improve and strengthen thdf 
acquisitions^ and securing their several positions by a commu- 
nication from one post to another^ were not idle in the em- 
bellishment of their stations. Industry was continually 
exerted whilst they had any quiet from their harassing 
neighbours -, and every means were employed to win the 
confidence of the natives^ by the introduction of sciences 
and useful arts. 

Agricola is mentioned, if not the first, yet the chiefest 
promoter of improvement: under his auspices was introduced 
a complete alteration in the manner of government ; bis offi- 
cers were chosen from among those of a peaceable and gene- 
rous disposition : by such means the abuses which had been 
prevalent, were refotmed, and he gained more adherents to h\s 
cause^ than* would have been acquired by contrary ixieasures. 

^ Establishments were founded to improve the British youths, 
and care was taken to instil a principle of civilization, with the 
view to wear off the ill impressions formed of Roman manners 
and operations. Supiefior as they were'iii warfare, they were 
superior in ^diius and labor. By their judicious f^Uins some 
permanent principle of refinement was imbibed by the hitherto 
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untsisticd, unpoli»hed Britons ; and when once the Roman 

ambition was gratified by the subjagadon of the cotmtrj^ they 

strove immediately to eternize their fame by the formation of 

(^ies^ aikl erecting magnificent and nsefol structures. It may 

naiiin^y be supposed^ that in aid of the power to beautify their 

Hfvtfal stations, large contributions were eicacted $ but Britons 
I 
w^re freely to enjioy the conveniences accruing, and also the 

(Scnohiments of several offices of state : under these circum- 
stances, they were initiated into the^r peculiarities and 
cmtoms, and. in time found the value of the benefits arising 
from the connection. 

The Hberd arts and sciences were not the only matters ci 
improvement, as they equally excelled in cultivation, and 
introduced many serviceable articles, particularly red wheat, 
now so valuable and prolific a grainy therefore, though the 
BiCHkians appear in the light of inyaders, plunderers, &c, it 
mu0t be acknowledged, we ape at this time, improved by 
tbor conquest oter- cmr ancestors. 



Hie quietude which the Britons latterfy enjoyed under the 
Romans who had initiated them into tiieir mild and 
luxurious manner of living, was severely felt on their de- 
partdfe,. insomxadi that tfae^ became in a manner en- 
feMed', aftd unable io meet an e^emy who, now threatened 
t&eoft wl^ formidable devastation. The impending storm, 
was fwr a time, prevented by a compromise for money, 
but this mode of ensuring safety defeated the intent of a 



lasting quietness^ and it w^s not long ere war was again 
their situation. 

The Britons now saw the necessity there was of resolutely 
defending themselves^ and engaged their foes 5 but^ unfor- 
tunately for them^ their success was not proportionate to their 
exertions 5 and in one contest they lost fourteen thousand of 
the army. Dispirited^ distressed^ and in a manner abandoning 
themselyes from energy, they sought, from those whom they 
once despised and troubled, that relief they were of them- 
selves unable to procure 5 but the Romans, fully occupied 
with dbtractions at home, denied their Request of assistance, 
and left them to study their preservation, and extricate them* 
•selves from their difficulties by their own perseverance and 
valor. 

Thus deserted, they despaired of effectually preventing the 
progress of the invading Picts, and became separiated among 
then^elves; some taking to the wilds and woods, and dege- 
nerating into their ancient barbarism ; others, more revengeful, 
would harass and perplex their enemies, being inadequate 
to oj^ose them in an open engagement. 

These contrary methods, and supineniess, made theni 
neglect the cultivation so necessary to their existence; and 
the consequent scarcity brought them to;8ome reason, and 
returning industry. 
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This circumstance, - however, procured the mortified 
Britons that repose which their efforts failed to produce > 
for the Picts, not understanding much of husbandry, found it 
^ necessary to retreat from the parts where they had established 
themselvies, and left the Britons again in possession, Hrhose 
diligence was crowned with a plentifid supply, as a reward 
for their labors. 
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Whatever sentiments of religion or Christianity had been 
cherished by them, it is recorded, that in this also they became 
inharmonious, and were divided. The clergy, to avoid a total 
neglect of the solemnities, which, if properly adhered to, would 
have more firmly united the man and the passions, applied for 
assistance to Gaul, from whence two bishops came, who, by 
perseverance and convincing arguments, restored order, and 
converted their prejudices. 



At this time, the Saxons, who had joined the Picts, invaded 
the northern part of Cambria; and it is said, that St. Germain, 
one of the bishops, (who was assembling the Britons 
for . an approaching baptism,) appeared no wise alarmed at 
the threatening danger, but steadily remained in the station 
he hadf chosen, which was at a place called Maes Garmon, 
in Flintshire : having expressly enjoined the Britons, that at 
the moment of the attack, they should -three times cry 
oat ** Hallelujah/' it was aecordingiy performed with such 
enthusiasm, that the Saxons and Picts were, from this 
unexpected shout, and its distinct reverberation by the 
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surrounding mountams^ so appalled with apprdieosions that 
they were easily defeated^ and terms pf aipity concluded. 

\ 

To this time (apno 448), the Srltona bad several kings, 
and by murder Vortigern had risen to the throne. The 
(Course of his reign was so sfaiin^d by perfidy and villany, that it 
]¥ould be painful to follow up the events in particular. To bifP 
may be ascribed the succeeding dismemberment of the kingr 
dom> and all the disasters, cruelties, &c. during the Saxon 
settlement, who, in* defiance of reason, policy, pt safety^ 
^ere expressly invited into the kingdom, under a cpyrardly 
pretext, by which they {urofited to their own advantage, and 
became in time the lord$ and govemof s of this country. 

Considering the universal detestadon in which Vortigem 
was held by the Britons, it is rather ei^traordinary he was 
sufiered to reign 90 long} but the miseries that were borne 
by the unfortunate Britons from the ravage, massacres, 
and general barbarity of the Saxons, at length turned their 
attention to Ambrosiu9, a brother of their former chief, who 
went to Armorica, to avoid the fyranny of Vortigem. Thi^ 
prince, assisted by his brother, Utber Pendr^gon, came to the 
relief of the distressed, Britqas, who in ^eat pumber^ readily 
jpined him, a|ad in a sharp conflict forced Vortigem to retreaf 
iq his ca3de in Carnarvonshire^ wb^e he did not find the 
aafety be spugbt, as it was assailed and set pn fire, by which 
hiipself and bis women wer» confumed* Thus perished a 
fnfia ftdyaxu^ in lifp^ aod sifter a reign of tbirty-tbre^ 



xiu 



fears r^ete with variety of fortooe to himself and woe to 
the kingdom. 

Jt was a fatal want of cautioD in the Britons (and should 
serve as a perpetual lesson, of the ill consequences) of in* 
viting foreigaers to assist them in defending the country from 
the Picts, and also countenancing the criminality of Vortigem's 
being separated fi-pm bis wife to be united to Rowena, the 
daughter c^ the Saxon prince^ who, perceiving the advantages 
of thiflf country over hb own, arlfidly procured suffideot 
bodies of bis countrymen to be brought over, which esta- 
blished him for a length of time. It is true they were at one 
time driven back by Vortimer, a son of Vortigem, (at a 
time when Vortigern was deposed and imprfsoned), but thia 
was but temporary, as Yorker was afterwards murdered 
by, the contrivance of Rowena and connivance of his fiither^ 
whom the infatuated Britons, blind to their interest, rein* 
stated on the throne* 

The Saxons soon after found means, by treachery, to 
^ughter upwards of three hundred persons of the first 
nobility and talents, at a meeting on Salisbury Plain, convened 
under social and harmonious pretences. Vortigem was the 
iiidy one preserved, and from then9e was never more in firrcr 
widi the Britons, as he was, from his known partiality to the 
Saxons, strongly suspected of being concerned in the diabolical 
^siness; and porhaps that circumstance yiru the fundamental 
q^^se of hi4 destruction. It may be necessary to obserre the 
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remarkable pile now known as Stonehenge^ was erected to 
perpetuate that abominable deed. 

Ambrosias, who succeeded> gained important advantages 
over the Saxons, and after recovering a considerable part of 
the comitrj, end^d his days by poison : Uther Pendragon 
then ascended the throne, and after seventeen years of 
successful enterprises against the comnK)n enemy, was also 
poisoned : his son, the renowned Arthur, now became 
the British monarch, who, without the addition of fable and 
romance, , and considering him as .a monarch and a man, 
was certainly a great character, and singularly successful 
in most of his enterprises 3 but there was undoubtedly 
impropriety in his conduct, by going on foreign expe- 
ditions when the security of his own country required his 
presence. In his absence, the Saxons who had joined the 
Picts, ccmtinually troubled the Britons, and on his return, 
made him sensible he had neglected that duty he owed to his 
subjects. 

After a reign of twenty-five years, he was killed at the 
battle of Camlan, fighting against the united armies of 
Saxons, Hcts, and the Regent, whom he had left to govern 
the kii^dom, but who, in his absence, not only usurped the 
throne but married his wife. 

^From hence the various princes and circumstances through 
• period of two hundred and seventy-seven years, would be 
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uninteresting to describe, but in 8 19 the Saxon heptardij 
was united in one power under Egbert, who denominated his 

gov^nment £ngland« 

« 

The Britons who remained staunch to their principles 
and manners, still maintained an inveterate hatred 'to the 
Saxons, retired to the mountains, and settled themselves 
in that part of the kingdom now known by the name of 
Wales } governed by princes of their own, but consideied 
themselves as under onie king, who stationed himself in 
North Wales. 

They did not, however, remain quiet, but were continually 
making inroads on the English territories ; and joined another 
troublesome enemy of the English (the Danes), which so ex- 
asperated the Saxon monarch as to exact from him severe 
retaliation ; and those Welshmen who were found to haVe 
■ passed the boundaries, were ordered inmiediately to be put to 
death. The unity of the Welsh and Danes did not continue 
long, for in 873 the Danes became an enemy, over-ran the 
southern part, and destroyed the churches and religious 
houses. 

But th^ independence of Wales received a lasting blow 
firom Roderic (sumamed the Great) consenting to become 
tributary to the English. Although this king had established 
several wise institutions, and became honored with an unusual 
dignity^ this last measure canuot be palliated; as it was a tadt 
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acknowledgiaent of that slavery, against which they had 
witk so imich brareiy. repeatedly contended. 

Roderic dividing Wales into three principalities, bequeathed 
them to his three sons. And South Wales became the 
poftiooof his seoond son Cadelh. (Among his successors 
several strennoasly exerted themselves to preserve their 
independence 5 and, whenever nnder the necessity of'ap^ 
pealing to arms, behaved with that prowess as must ever 
merit esteem, however unfortunate the termination). The 
succeeding princes of South Wales were, 

907 1 HowelDha. 

948 2 Owen ap Howel Dha. 

§87 3 Meredith ap Owen. 

pg8 4 liewelyn ap Sitsyllt. 

U021 5 Ryth ap Jestyn, an usurper. 

1031 6 Howel and Mre^th. 

1042 7 Rytherdb and Ryy. 

lOdl B MrecKth apOwen ap Edwin. 

1073 Q Rys ap Owen and Rytfierch ap Carado. 

1Q77 10 Rys ap Tewdwr Mawr. 

1115 11 Griffith ap Rys. 

1 137 12 Rys ap Griffith, called the Lord Rys. 

1196 13: Gfdffitk ap Sy^. 

1202 14 Kys apGir^S^. 

1222 15 Owen ap Giiffith. 

1235 16 ACredHh ap- Owen. 
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f The last-named prince died in 1267; and during the ten 
fucceeding jrears continual endeavours^ in various wsLys^ 
were exerted to maintain their country from subjugation: 
battles and submissions were frequent, and contributions 
permitted. But in 1277 the final submission of South Wales, 
to Edward I. took place, and since that time if: has been 
annexed, with all Wales, to the British crown. 

It is greatly to be lamented, that time and neglect 
have sufiered so many superb' montiments of Roman labor 
in this country to become nungled with the dust -, or what a 
display of magnificence and simplicity, beauty and propriety, 
might now ^remain the testimonials of gentusi perseverance^ 
and worth. To them, under Agricola, are to be attributed 
the structures, &c, &c. which Caerwent, Caerleon, &c. 
abound with the ruins of. 

Notwithstanding those places have so frequently been vi- 
sited for the purpose of procuring some of the numerous relics 
buried in the dust, I could not resist an impulse to make one 
more of the number, nor without an hope my efforts would be 
successful. This was the original object of my tour ; and I 
am much gratified with the result, by the interesting part taken 
by many to promote my researches, and the gift of several 
pieces of antiquity that were presented me, which, with the 
numerous coins, will be enumerated under their several 
beads in the ensuing pages. I am well persuaded, should 
any real antiquary, with the approbation ef the possessors, be 
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at the pains of a diligent search^ thoy would be rewarded^ by 
' producing to the world many curious and valuable articles that 
deserve a better fate than cankering in oblivion. To such only 
will those places be any ways interesting; for« to' the cursory 
observer little else can be seen but ruins of waUs^ moulder- 
ing banks^ overgrown with bushesj^ brambles^ &c, where onco 
shone cities resplendent with magnificence and population. 

As early ages have borne testimony so highly creditable to 
the Silures^ so^ in all probability^ will future time shew the 
vast impOTtance this drstrict will be of in a national view> from 
its abpndance of coal, and rich stores of mineral, so pro* 
ductive, that there is no likelihood of their being exhausted. 
The improvements carrying on for the convenience of the 
country at large, and the numerous extensive establishments, 
are astonishing, and highly worth a tourist's trouble to visit 
them^, if only to view the enterprising spirit existing among 
the opulent, and their extraordinary contrivances to obviate 
difHculties and extend their schemes 5 producing at once 
ecnployment for several thousands of hands, and wealth to 
the kingdom in general. . 

To accommodate persona who are inclined to amuse 
themselves with so short and ][deasant a journey, was the 
reason of my connecting these observations, and giving a 
resemblance of ciy ects I thought worthy of notice. With this 
iriew it is offered to the public, and particularly to the visitants 
ttf C^tdn aiid the Hotwells, as change of air atid variety 
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of pleasing objects^ divert the mind^ and have a grestt 

• 

tendency to restore the invalid $ and those who are in 
the enjoyment of health may both please the eye and ani* 
mate the feelings, yielding moral reflections inspired by witr 
nessing beauty, grandeur, and sublimity of scenes, the joint 
efforts of nature and art; for this purpose I have united a 
concise directory to. several interesting objects, and watchfully 
collected ^every scattered fragment of history, desirous of 
making it entertaining to the reader, and useful to the travel- 
ler^ though conscious of my inability to decorate the page 
of history with the attire of graceful language, of places 
which have been so numerously and variously described by 
every power of fascinating and picturesque embellishments; 
This disadvantage was severely fek when measuring those 
steps .which have been so accurately trodden and surveyed 
by Messrs. Coxe, Williams, and Warner, who were not 
only able to throw every light and lustre^ by their abilities 
and eloquence, but employed that very language which 
alone^ could convey the true description and characters of 
places and countries,' not only in their present state, but in 
their progressive fame or decay. 

In this small tract is pointed out a route which will embrace 
a number pf venerable piles, include scenery in beautiful 
forms and complexion, and direct to manufactories truly worth 



attending^ a circuit by no means expensive, nor wanting 
of those necessaries which render travelling convenient: the 
whole may be performed in a few days, or "protracted at 
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pleasure 5 the roads are excellent 5 the accomtnodations plen^ 
tiful, and where they are not altogether good^ are compensated 
by civility and attention. 



I am aware of the number of directories extant, offering 
their assistance; but for such purposes^ perhaps^ they are 
not altogether applicable^ being too voluminous^ by com- 
bining a complete tour through the principality; but without 
any view to lessen them in the estimation of the public^ (for 
they are certainly valuable in their kind)^ I flatter myself 
the following pages will fully answer every end that can be 
desired in so compact a route> and prove an useful pocket 
companion during an excursion which^ I am induced to hope^ 
will reward the tourist with pleasure^ hea)th> and delight; 
and actuate the .reader- to the exercise of candour^ and 
where errors meet the eye they may not encounter the 
displeasure. 
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A TOUR, &c. 



** To clear the course, and make the passage free, 
" For travellers all.'* ' 



W HEN the mind, for a considerable time, 
anticipates enjoyment from an undertaking, it 
is difficidt to control our eagerness to commence, 
or suppfess our impatience when obstructions 
.are likely to oppose the execution. 

Having formed a tour through some part of 
South Wales, and desirous of inspecting several 
matters of curiosity and singularity, (of which I 
had frequently heard), made me impatient to 
commence the journey, as no moment of the 
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revolving year could be considered so interesting, 
as the approach of harvest ; when 

'* Fair plenty now begins her golden reign ; 

** The yellow fields now wave with ripenM grain ; 

'^ Joyoos, the swains renew thdr sultry toils, 

** And bear in triumph home the harvest's spoils :" 

exhibiting rustic happiness, among the busy 
groups in nature's landscape. 

Although the day fixed for my departure was 
ushered in dark, rainy, and uncomfortable, it did 
not prevent my setting out, though obscured much 
beauty of the surrounding country, yet the 
{^leasing villages of Westbiuy and Henbury were 
peculiarly attractive, as was Blaize Castle, seated 
on a lofty tumulus, thickly clothed with wood. 
The tongue being the organ of information, was 
employed in enquiring, from almost every tra- 
veller, the distance to the New Passage ; and as 
they might perceive my anxiety to reach it, 
so they were willing to increase it by the usual 
ungenerous practice of giving misinformation to 
strangers. ^ 



On reaching the eminence of Black Horse Hill, 
the weather prevented a rich, beautiful, and exten-c 
sive scene, combining land and water, from pre- 
senting itself. From Durdham Down to the 
Marsh Common, the road is bounded on each 
side with good hedges and lofty trees, but from 
thence, nearly to the Passage, all was open and 
uncheering ; cattle were numerous, so were geese,: 
the former bore testimony to the richness of the 
pasturage, and of the latter it is remarked, that 
those which are taken from hence have a fishy 
taste, probably from their feeding on shrimps, 
which frequently come up the drains cut from the 
marsh to the Severn, 

On reaching the Passage, the weather 
became more kind ; and as I was disappointed in 
crossing, from not knowing the specific times 
of the great boat's departure (which • also takes 
carriages and horses), an opportunity offered of 
viewing a variety of diflferent objects, from the 
piartial gleam of sunshine that would sometimes 
burst from broken clouds : it being high-water, 
and a spring tide, a considerable degree of mag^ 



nificence was added to the broad face of the 
Severn; and whenever the sun remained clear, 
the Cambrian hills were beautifully displayed, and 
the cultivated country exhibited the luxuriant 
scene of an abundant harvest, bending with the 
bounteous gifts of Providence, waiting the hand 
of man, to make him sensible of it's goodness, 
and his heart grateful. It was only on those 
spots gilded by the sun's bright rays, that the 
country could be particularly seen, as all the rest 
was deeply enveloped in mist. 

The views from thence are extremely pictu- 
resque; one presenting the entrance to the Wye,- 
Piercefield woods, and a long range of ornamented 
hills and mountains ; another, the entrance of the 
Bristol river Avon, woods of Portishead, and a 
vast sweep of Somersetshire ; up the 'river, the 
forest of Dean, the Old Passage houses, Aust 
Clift, and a great tract of Glocestershire ; and I 
was informed that down tlie channel, in fine wea- 
ther, with the assistance of a glass, the places of 
Newport and Cardiff, as well as the Holmes 
islands^ might be distinctly seen. 



While thus delighted with the surrounding 
scenery, gazing on the Severn, and rambling 
over pebbles polished by the action of its waves, 
it recalled to my remembrance 'twas the cele- 
brated Sabbina, of whom the fabulated story 
is thus penned by the immortal Milton : 

** There is a gentle nymph not far from hence> 

<< That with moist curb sways the smooth Stveme stream. 

** Sabrika is her name, a virgin pure; 

" Whilome she was the daughter of Locrine» 

** That had the sceptre from his father Brute. 

*' She, guiltless damsel, flying the mad pursuit 

** Of her enraged step-dame Guendolen, 

f* Commended^er fair innocence to the flood, 

** That stayed her flight with his cross-flowing course. 

*< The water n3rmphs that in the bottom play*d, 

<' Held up their pearly wrists, and took her in, ^ 

** Bearing her strait to aged Nereus' hall; 

** Who, piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head, 

" And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 

** In nectarM layers strow*d with asphodil, 

■*' And, .through the porch and inlet of each sense, 

" Dropt in ambrosial oils till she rerlT'd, 

" And underwent a quick immortal change^ 

** Made goddess of the river.'* 

To avoid delay in pursuing a journey which 
might require dispatch, and having suffered that 
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inconvenience from want of information, it may 
not be deemed improper to give some instruc- 
tions respecting the passage. 

The course of the river stretches nearly east 
and west; consequently, those winds are to be 
preferred; the former, while the tide is on the 
flood, and the latter during its ebb ; which, if 
the elements will permit, is nearly on the slack of 
its flux and reflux, when the great boat usually 
passes ; but should the wind be from the northern 
or southern points, it will require the traveller to 
be at the Passage an hour at least before the 
above-appointed time. The state of the tides 
may always be known by enquiry at Bristol, at 
which place it is nearly half an hour later. The 
rates of passage by the great boat are. 



5. d. 

Four-wheeled Carriage ------ 12 o' 

Two-wheded -.-- o6 

A Man and Horse ------- i c 

A Horse alone --------- lo 

A Foot Passenger --------- g 

Small hoats, capable of carrying a private party, are always ready, at die 
rate of 5s, exclusive of pi. for each pencil. 
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As the sun had now sufficient power to make 
the mist obedient to its rays, leaving only a few 
suspended clouds midway down the mountains' 
i^des, it unfolded to my view such a richness, that 
made me impatient to set foot on a country which 
was painted in colours beyond the magic ■ powers 
of a Claude to imitate ; — ^procuring a small boat, 
crossed the Passage,, which, at high water, is 
about thriee miles; and from the rapidity of its 
current, the numerous sand banks and rocks, 
was convinced how necessary it is to be under 
the guidance of a careful person ; and, in justice 
to those employed, it is right to observe, that 
they are in every respect perfectly qualified for 
the business. 

The black face of Charston rock formed a 
conspicuous feature in this sheet of water : but 
as it is liable to be overflowed by high tides, 
from the summit having been employed in the 
construction of Newport bridge, it is found 
necessary to have a small obelisk on it, to point 
its situation. Some authors have presumed 
that this was the first landing-place of the 
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Romans in this part of the country^ perhaps 
on the authority of a few coins < having been 
found on it, and being the only place now sur-^ 
rounded by water; Sut this mistake has probably 
arisen from a place much to the westward of 
it, that was formerly insulated, though now 

' united by earthy ties of sand and pebbles 
thrown up by the violence of the waters. The 
Monmouth shore is rocky, steep, and grotesque, 

^ and the red cliffs near the landing-place, capj^ed 
with foliated vegetation, form an unusual and 
pleasing variety, 

On reaching the summit of the hill, the inn 
presents itself ; where, having given directions 
relative to my horse, which was to come over 
in the large boat, directed my course to Ma- 
therne^ for the purpose of visiting the shrine of 
king Theodorick, who gloriously fell in the 
struggle for his country's liberty, on the invasion 
of the Saxons : of him it is recorded, that he 
m^ched an army in person and defeated them ; 
but being mortally wounded in the engagement, 
was returning to die ^ong his friends^ a^4 



desired his son to build a church wherever he 
breathed his last; which has been done^ and 
where the following epitaph to his memory has 
been placed by bishop Grodwin, decorated by 
painted ornaments and military emblems: 

*< Here lyeth intombedthe body of 
- • Theodorioky KingofMorganuchor 
GlaxnorgaOy commonly, called 
St. Thewdrick^ and accounted a Martyr 
became he was slain in k battle 
against the Saxons, being then Pagans and in 
defence of the christian Rdigeon, The 
Battle was fought at Tintem^ where 
.he obtained a great victory, he died here 
being in his way homeward, three 
pays after the battle, having taken 
Order with Maurice his Son who suc- 
^ee^ him in the Kingdom, that in the 
same place, he should happen to decease a 
Church should be built, and his body buri- 
ed in the same, which was accordingly performed, 
in the Year 600*' 

Among the remains of mortality in this church 
are the heart and bowels of Miles Salley, a 
bishop of Landaff^ deposited, according to the 
direction of his will, near the tomb of king 
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Theodorick; and his body before the image of 
St. Andrew, in St. Mark's church, Bristol, anno 
15 16, wh6n he bequeathed his mitre to LandafF; 
and, during his life, added considerably to the 
palace at Matheme. 

Anthony Kitchen, otherwise Dunstan, was 
interred here in 1566, aged 90. This person is 
recorded for impoverishing the scje of LandafF, 
of which he was bishop, that his successors con- 
sidered it as nearly ruined by him. This man 
was originally a Benedictine monk of Westmin- 
ster, afterwards abbot of Eynsham, near Oxford ; 
which by ofijciously surrendering to Henry VIII. 
he obtained a pension of 1331. 6s. 8d. per annum, 
with the office of king's chaplain, and a restoration 
of some temporalities to the bishopric, when he 
was elected tp the sfe^. 

Having satisfied myself with viewing the church 
and it's contents, I enquired for the bishop's pa- 
lace, when my guide immediately pointed to a 
building resembling a bam; angry at the 
supposed slander, I desired him not to be witty 
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at my expence, nor attempt his " tricks on 
travellers," but his solemn declaration prompted 
me to believe what I wish I could refute. I asked 
myself, ^ Could ever this be the residence of epis- 
copal dignity?* I could make no reply, and not 
daring to cast my eyes on it again, knowing it 
had been unjustly injured in my mind, took 
my leave, silent and thoughtful, conscious of 
wrongly estimating value from external appear- 
ance. That Jt has been , the residence of the 
bi^ops of the diocese no one can dispute the 
numerous authorities ; and the following letter, 
which was written there, evinces that hospitality 
was as characteristic a virtue of the country in 
those ^ys, as it is in the present exercised with 
such unbounded share. ' ' 

' *' To the most reverend Father in God, the right honourable and 
** my singular good Lord^ my Lord of Canteiburye's Grace, 
" thes be dd &c. 

'* My bownden dcwt3re to your Grace most 
^ humbly p re my s e d, havyng receaved your honorable L.res dated at 
^ Lambeth the I8th daye of November last past, requyryng me to certyfye 
'' your Grace the Names and Surnames of all and singuler Deanes, AicYk* 
''deacons, Chauncelers, Chaunters, and others having any Dignitye in . 
"* my Cathediall Church of Landaff, with all tha Prebendaryes of the 
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*' same, and also of all and singular Futons and Vicaras within my 
.^ pieces and howe many of them be resydent^ and where the absents do 
*' dwell and remayne, and howe many of them, as - well of my sayd 

^* Cathedrall Church as of others benefycedy be neither Prists nor Deacons, 

* 

** notjrng also the Names of all such as be lemed and able to prech«» 
** and finally 'howe many of them do kepe hospitaly^e, as by the same 
** your Graces L'res more playnly doth and maye appere, I have send unt6 
** your Grace herein enclosed a just and trewe certyfycate of all the prs- 
** mysed, according to my Dew^fc, apd. your Graced expectations, bejmg 
** readye at all times tx^ acoofiiplyah your Graces/Commandement to the 
•' attermost.of my Power, «i;»^ the l,vi»5lx>rd..ho have yo«r good 
<< Grace in Us licteed tnitkm. 

*' From my Manor of Bfatheme, the ao I>ay of January, i56p. 

** Your Graces to command 

« AMHOKf lAItoA^FE". 



'^'^■■^ 
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Leaving Matheme, I returned to the Passage 
inn by the boundary of St. Pierre's park, lament- 
ing much less the exclusion from a sight of the 
pictures, antiquities,, and beauties of the place, 
than being prevented an opportunity of knowing 
something of a man whose name is seldom men- 
tioned but to be praised. Following a pleasing 
winding footpath, a short mile westward of the 
inn, on the brink of the 9lifl^ reached Trinity 
Chapel, Sudbrook, and, as not unfrequently with 
deserted piles, gracefully mantled and encircled 
with ivy* Fergus are now living who remem- 
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bier the clu^I being used for divine service ; 




but for what reason the edifice was suffer to 
go to decay, is not strictly known; its relics 
diew it to have been of early date, (at least 
700 years) ; but by whom, or how appropri- 
ated, whether as " a priory, or otherwise, no 
traces are left, at least that I could learn,— 
its ijetired situation,) overshadowed by trees, 
j»oductd p^ceful ineditation ; nor could I avoid 
feeling an interest for its future fate, from the 
encroachments of the Severn, wluch spems to 
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have *^ marked^ it for its own," having scarodijr 
left sufiicient euj^rt for its mocildeting foun- 
daUon. Its ruins are really |»cturesque, and its 
little belfry, raiduig its' "head from a mass of 
ivy, .truly pleasing. It w^ in vain to attempt 
decyphei^g the (^ tfUfeteis on the remnants of 
tombs^ as they Vveitf ^^so incrusted tnth vege- 
tation, and tik>aer S^epb'f^ once 
comtib^^it^erii^^Sltpeimf^^i^^ by loftier 
grasses imimptm i 'ti^A^g ti^tof!!^ consider- 
able pwif:^ ^(t * ^1^^ oil^iKkie ^ppisonng 
cf modero**Sftte3^''mtil difficulty if^ It but to be 
to the memory of Blethen Smith, who died 17 th ' 
October, 1757, aged 60 ; of this person is related 
the following story :— ^^* Whik on his death-bed 
he entreated that he might be consigned to the 
Severn, at a jJace called the Shoots ; his friends 
earnestly requested him not to continue in such a 
wish, as it would be too. pain&d a task on theiir 
feelings to execute :-*^he then revoked it, and 
desired to be interred in this chapel, adding^ as it 
will eventually find a watery grave, from the riv^ 
ao hastily encroaching and sapping its foundations 
his desire would be gratified."" The fi^owing lines 
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may not be uninteresting, as they contain so true 
a description of the chapel in its present state :— 

" A mouldering structure t^ien appeared in Tlew« 
"Around whose top the creeping ivy grew i 
" Once a feir church, adorned by curious art, 
" In crumbling stones now dropping part from part, 
** Whtte-thoms and briars interwoven round, 
*' Vie with its top and fill thexlesert ground j 
** Denying entrance to the curious e3re, 
' " To view the graves that undemeatb them lip t ' 
*^ When thus my thoughts with meditation glow, 
^' And thus my words in mournful accents flow t 
< Is this the plaoip where numerous footstqn trod j 

* Where living votaries fill'd the bcyise of God ? 

* Where the full chorus of the sounding choir 

' Bade one loud strain of prayer and pradse aspire ? ^ 
*■ How silent now the desolated spot, 

* Its paths untrodden^ and its use ^rgot V " 



Near the foot of tlie chapel, are the remains of 
a Roman entrenchment ; but as considerable part 
has beep destroyed by the Severn wa^shing its 
shores, it is not easy to discern what might have 
been its original shape or si;se, the present ele- 
vated rampart enplo^es an area of upwards of 30Q 
yards, and the whole appears nearly of a right- 
angubr fonji^ e:iiLcept bending inwards at the west^ 
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ward point ; it is presumed formerly to have been 
separated from the main land, and erected by the 
Romans, to cover the disembarkation of their 
troops. This place is considered as one of the 
links in the line of camps and fortresses from 
Bath to the greater stations in the country of the 
SiluTQSy as it was an i}ndeyiating^ principle with« 
them to haye a direct ' ftttanmunication from one 
placdt^-another unobsfapQcted> w&re ihedktimce 
evcriso gireat. jSpme corns of that'anpire haye 
been found here^ but I could ticA les^.who had 
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any in their jposi^sion 






A short walk across the fields brought me to 
the small village of Portscuit; where I found 
nothing remarkable, but rendered interesting from 
p, knowledge of itis hospitable Rector. 

At the extremity of those plains called Caldecot 
Level, stand the picturesque and interesting ruins 
of its, castle. The magnitude and figure, joined 
to the variety of forms for the different ptuposes 
of defence, shew it to have beai, in early ages, of 
considerable consequence; sufficient vestiges are 
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Jem^ning to percdve that elegance was added to 




■olidily, and leave not the shadov of a doubt, 
that it was adapted for the residence of a noble 
pfO[»ietor: and historians pronounce, this place 
was particular^ connected with the birth of king 
Henry VII. . ITie real time of its founding u 
uncerttun. Letand says, " the castle of Cale- 
" coyd lon^^ to the Kinge, is in base Vente- 
*' iaod, toward the Severn shore, not fer from 
" Matthem," and Dugdale relates, that in 1221, 
Humphrey, earl of iferefbrd did homage, and 



18 



had livery of his castle of Caldecot ; the ances^ 
tors of thoBohun family were very early pos- 
«es^rs;,,and oi^- the assassination of the earl of 
: Hj^l^rd^.in 4^^7^ the castle was taken to by 
, the cirQvvn^i but was restored to the sw by Henry 
IVi 4t^h^s dtotl^ it hecpirie the property of the 
jOarl c^, j^|a|^|nKi % nwnage ; §nd on th^ division 
. c^ the ;^s|at^ pmong^ th^ !^ ^mily, it was 
retaiaefl byi.IJ^mryt'VL^ it ^belonged 

- *^.>^^F^^^^^^ it tf^ Jp^,Herbert, 

I <tf .J^^a^^^fterw^ p£ iPpnl)roke 5 

it then refM;te<l tpi .^Jeniy , VL ; and was again 
taken to by !|MW|afd rV^ ^J^ijhar^^III. it was 
returned to the duke of Buckingham, a descends 
ant of the earl of Stafibrd ; but when both the 
duke and. his son were beheaded for, rebellion^ 
the castle wa^, by Henry VIII, added to the duchy 
of Lancaster, from which it was leased by the 
e^ls of Worcester, during the reigns of £)lizabethy 
James L and Charles I. and is now held by 
C* H.Leigh, Esq; 

I^ cajanot but be regretted, that ipansipns so 
Ipng in SfUCQes^ioa of noble faimUois dioidd be 
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sufiered to decay ; one would imagine the pride of 
ancestry would be sufficient reason to preserve 
the residence of their progenitors^ and the varipus^ 
matters belonging to it from dilapidation, and 
hand down the mode and construction of different 
ages to postmty. It is a subject that diffuses a 
gloom over the fancy, and tinctures the thoughts 
with sorrow. 

r • 

Fbr defence it was stf'ong, and almost impreg- 
nable; and from the variety of £3rmation, k is 
evident it was bailt at different times, as Saxon 
and Normsm characters are still visible. The 
entrance and ik>iit of the castle have well sur- 
vived the injuries of time, and give it a grand 
and venerable i^)pearanee: the ivy, with which 
it IB thickly coated, makes it difficult to discern 
its iq>per form, and now serves only as a re- 
tired retreat for those birds which withdraw from 
£he Imsy scenes of day. The whole has been 
surrounded by a moat, which, when the river 
Throggy wias more serviceable, might have been 
easily filled with water ; the remains of the keep, 
and the communications, a curious observer may 
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trace, and find abundant matters to prove its 
former consequence: its original erection was 
undoubtedly for security, the situation determine 
ing it not to be chosen for the sake of beauty, as 
it neither commands grandeur of scener}'^ or sin* 
gularity of landscape ; yet, on the whole, has an 
awful and pleasing effect. 

In all probability these parts have borne great 
interest, for we are told, the Throggy was niavi- 
gable unto Ca^rwent, which was a mart of some 
consequence ; if this was the case, it is not imlikely 
but Caldecot was intended for the protection 
of the surrounding country. That Portscuit was 
anciently a port we are certain from history^ as 
well as the tradition of the natives, but time, and 
the alteration of the currents in the Severn, have 
reduced this once busy place to a little creek, 
scarcely ever used, except in imminent danger^ 
by the small craft that navigate the Severn and 
Wye. 

One can rarely travel for any distance in this 
quarter, without perceiving indubitable proofs of 
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the splendor that has reigned. Indeed the local 
situation^ and numa'ous conveniencie&, were suf- 
ficient inducements to give these parts the pre^ 
ference to others, and to render them eligible 
tD the Romans for stationary purposes^ Through- 
out the whole kingdom it is but seldom we c^ 
discover the want of judicious reasons, in any of 
their fixed residences ; their roads for commum* 
cation are numerous^ and moniunents of their 
uuwearied assiduity, convince us ttat nothing 
was left undone for convenience or security. 

Although the present appearance of Gaerwent 
bas;. nothing respectable ot inviting, yet it deserves 
every attention that can be bestowed hy the 
aojtiquarian or lover of those scites memorable 
finr having been the scenes^ of magnificence, ge- 
iau% aad heroism* Roman greatness has at this 
place, shooe with 4 splendcn* little inferior to axiy 
othar part of the king^tod ; fragments c^ stately 
piles, and innumerable ccuns and medals, have 
been found to prove the ,conse(]|(ience this place 
hasi bpme Qinpng thdr statioi^. 



•W.: 
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It is situated on the Via Julia, or military road, 
Ivhich, Camden informs us, was made in the year 
80, by* Julius Frontinus ; but now few are the 
remains whereby it can be traced ; the walls which 
enclosed the fortified space may still be ascertained 
. by close investigators, and those parts which are 
distinct, exhibit, perhaps, the most perfect rem- 
nants of Roman masonry in the kingdom, and 
prove the judicious means they used to render 
their works as lasting as could be done by human 
perseverance. Some idea of its original strength 
may be formed by a part, nearly ten yards long, 
and of the whole thickness, which has separated 
from the rest and completely rolled over. Lfi- 
LAND, who was here in the sixteenth century, 
says it had then the appearance of having been 
'^Sumtyme, a fair and large Cyte ;** that the 
'^ places where the 1111 gates Was, yet appeare;** 
^ and, ^^ in digging they finde fundations of great 

Brykes, Tessdlata, Pavimenta and Numismata, 

argentea, simul et aerea." 
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British histories of the central ages are in gene- 
ral silent relating to Caerwent, nor are the Welsh 
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wntmgs very communicative, and the spot which 
was originally occupied by numerous Roman edi- 
fices, are substituted by few houses, cottages, and 
a church, all of which were apparently raised 
from the fragments and facings of former splen- 
dor ; and, in all probability, where 10,000 souls 
have inhabited, there are not at this time more 
than 100 persons. 

This was the Venta Silurum of Antoninus, and 
is supposed to be the capital of the Silures before 
the Roman conquest ; afterwards it was considered 
to have held its dependence on Caerleon, to 
which place there is a tradition, that it also had 
a communication by a subterraneous passage, 
whose entrance. was from a lane which still re* 
tains the name of Arthur, 

# 

On .three sides may be observed what was once 
a deep moat ; and on the western end of the south 
front, are three half bastions projecting from the 
wall, of octangular form, each side measuring 
about ten feet : the whole is in circuit more 
than a mile, and where the walls are most perfect. 
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may be twelve feet thick at the bottom, and ei^ 
or nine at top ; reaching to the height of twenty- 
four feet. It is impossible not to notice the pleas- 
ing and singular appearance of the ruins, in some 
places broken, mouldering, and melancholy; in 
others agreeably diversified by a variety of foliage : 
trees and ivy adorn the ruins, and contribute 
to awaken sensations of departed magnificence^ 
now only known from the silent records, with 
which the place numerously ^abound. 

There is lio doubt but Agricola resided here "fot 
^me time ; and Tacitus's assertion of his endear ' 
vouring to soflen the ferocious manners of the 
Britons, by introducing refinements and specimens 
of the arts, seems realised by the tessellated pave*- 
ment, which, when originally discovered in 1777 9 
must have been beautiful indeed ; as the follow^ 
mg is tJie elegant description by Mr. Wyndham : 



^' The pavement is in length twenty-one feet six inches, and in breaitit 
^ eighteen fiset, a border edged with the Greek scroll and fret, surrounds tho 
** whole, hut on the north side this border, being upwards of three feet, is 
*' much broader than on the other side; this was designed in order to 
f feduceihe circles Within a square. These circles are about three foct 
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*^ diameter, and are encircled with a variety of elegant ornaments, and 

" separated firom each other by regular and equal distances. I think there 

" are thirteen of these circles. The pieces of which the pavement is com- 

*< poaed are neatly square, the breadth of them being about the size of a 

*^ narrow die ; these are of various colours, blue, white, yellow, and red ; 

" the first and second are of stone, and the yellow and red are of terra oota ; 

*' 1>y a jodicious mixture of these colours, the whole pattern is as strongly 

** described as it would have been in oil colours. The original level is 

*' peiliectly preserved, and the whole composition is so elq;ant and well 

*' executed, that I think it has not been surpassed by any mosaic pavement 

** that has been discovered on this, or even on the other side of the Alps* 

** In my opinion, it is equal to those beautiful pavements which are pre- 

** served in the palace of the King of Naples at Portice. I am strongly 

*< inclined to think, that it is of the same age with Agricola.*'* 

Another author adds, ^^ This probably was the 
" state room or tent of the prefect of the Legio 
*' Secunda Aug. from an inscription on a stone dug 
^^ up here.— Julia Esseunda vixit annos xxxv." 

From this description I was eager to see it^ and 
having procured leave of the tenant, and given a 
precaution not be disturbed in my research, 
proceeded to the place through an orchard whose 
^reading branches were bending under thfe weight 
of fruit, and modestly paying homage to that soil 

* Archftologia. 
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which gave them birth ; but conceive my aston- 
ishment and chagrin^ to find the remnants of that 
once precious relic, were then being unmercifully 
rooted up^by a sow and her numerous offspring ; 
after driving them away, (with no slight degree of 
anger), found but little remaining, and that little 
so defaced by weeds and grass as to be scarcdy 
seen, and though a day was nearly bestowed in 

... f 

removing the obstructions, I was unable to trace 
^;9ny characters, excepting the central circle, but 
am, by the kindness and assistance of Mrs. 
Leeson, of Pontypool, enabled to present this 
now interesting relic to the public ; as the original 
drawing in the library of Ruperra was , destroyed 
in the imfortunate conflagration of that place 
in 1783. 

When first discovered, the proprietor enclosed 
it with a wall, and it is truly to be regretted, 
that such methods had not been persevered in 
as would have preserved that excellent curiosity 
frcHu the injuries of the elements and the depre- 
dations of numerous visitors, who, not regarding 
how much they effectually mutilated it« original 
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beauty, were anxious to possess specimens of that 
antiquity, and have, by piece-meal, conveyed away 
a considerable portion : the remains, bearing no 
longer any traces of its former character, lay in 
heaps for those who can or will be as well satisfied 
with the die, as the elegance of the pavement. Se- 
veral of them I brought away, but could not find 
one yellow, therefore presume that colour was 
stained, as the native hues of the stone were blue 
and white, and the red a terra cota ; all of which 
were inlaid in a white cement : much of the or- 
chard is very uneven, and strewed with desolated 
heaps of ruins, manifesting the foundation of other 
works of their labour ; with remnants of tiles, on 
the surface of which are many parallel lines, form- 
ing triangles on the centre. 

In a field west of the church, called the Copses, 
we found vast quantities of scoria, or Roman 
cinders, the relics of melted ore, which, from the 
mode of smelting in those days, caused so con- 
siderable a waste, and readily accounts why such 
abundance are found on ancient Roman scites; 
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they extracted the ore by first laying an hi^ tier 
of wood, and.then a layer of iron stone spread over 
it, thus alternately, until the pile had reached the 
intended height, from which staall particles would 
escape. 

X 

Near the walls I observed a curious skrulf to 
vegetate resembling the elder both in appearaac^ 
and smell ; but on close investigation, fouiu^f 4 
materially to deviate, not only by 9f fibred steix^ 
but a much longer and narrower leaf; Ta, the 
Rev. Mr. Wili-iams I was particularly ind|ebted 
for the following account of it (and whose mdsh 
fatigabl^ assistance in several other interesting 
matters, must entitle him to my thanks), it haa 
the reputation of being found only in placai 
formerly the, scenes of dreadful contests; it dies 
with the stalk, and rises fresh every spring, yield- 
ing an abundance of juice, which is deemed ey^^ 
cellent for swellings or bruises, and particularly 
in diseases peculiaf to the female breast ; it$ 
Welsh n^me is Dawlb-owab^-gwys-mabwj 
that i?, growing from human blood. 



29 



To add to the obligation^ he presaited me 
with the remains of a beautiful Roman pillar ; the 
capital is enriched with the leaf expressed in the 
composite order^ the shaft decorated with foliated 
ornaments in excellent preservation : these he has 
allowed me to place in his yard^ near the road 
«de, for the inspection of the curious. He like- 
wise enabled me to procure numerous coins^ many 
of wfaach had been caxefuUy preserved for a gentle- 
snan who visited the place several years ago^ but is 
now supposed to be dead. Thus I was extremely 
£)rtunate in becoming the possessor of a valuable 
lot, which^ otherwise, I might have been years in 
obtaining ; valuable, not as a treasure of money^ 
but of information, from the resemblance, figures, 
and inscriptions that adorn them. In the person 
are traced those features which characterise a 
haughty, cruel, or ^merciful disposition ; on the 
reverse, that legoidary eloquence beyond the 
j'each of manuscript ; we 'likewise see females, 
whose beauty has been the happiness or misery 
of whole kingdoms, and has swelled volumes in 
•description ; and others, though, perhaps, once 
famous, totally unheard of in the page of history* 
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When we thus reflect on the number of thfese 
expressive records which are found, we cannot 
suppose them to be the remains of negligence, 
but the enlarged idea of a great and flourishing 
nation, scattered on days of triumph and public 
solemn occasions, to point where they had colo- 
nized and civilized a barbarous people by their 
laws, learning, and useful arts. Nothing can 
more positively determine th^m to be Nummi 
Memoriales, than the following circumstance :• 
a pit in Glamorganshire, attributed to remote an- 
tiquity, with no history or tradition to inform us 
by whom it was worked, was lately explored, when 
a Roman coin of Victorianus was found, which is 
in the possession of Lady Salusbury. 

i 

As those in my possession are of undoubted 
authority, I shall insert those which are in the 
most perfect preservation ; but as coins or medals 
are those curious subjects requiring the pen of a 
virtuoso, or deep. read in history, to set them in 
their true light, I dare not attempt a particular 
illustration of them, as my abilities are incompe- 
tent; and with diffidence : shall observe briefly on 
such as appear most striking. 
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Adoublc face without any legend ;^iever8e not distinguishable^ but Roma 
to be observed. This coin is presumed to be one of Cunobeline, which 
British histories write Kymbeliney he lived in Rome (which accords with the 
word Roma), and was in great favor with Augustus Cmsax, by whom he 
was miule knight, and by which means the pe^ce of Britain was continued 
without the payment of tribute.— ^i(2e Spkkd* 

An embattled head, legend CX)II { by some it is supposed to be a coiq 
of CoMius ; — reverse, horse feeding, denoting a country at peace, rich, 
and in abundm^ce, QOItA* 

A plain head ; teverso» man on horseback, with a large branch over hit 
shoulder. It has been so defaced by scouring, that the beauty of its 
ancient character b nearly lost. The reverse of this coin resembles one 
found near Sudbrook encampment^ as mentioned in the 5th vol. of the 
Aichseologia. 

Laureated head, ANTONINUS PIUS. P. P. T. R. P. COS. III. ; reveise, 
figure resembling Hope, a wreath in one hand and a wand in the other* 
Legend not discernible, but the head is in the most beautiful antique 
preservatian, 

Ar. Laureated head, CAESAR VESPASIANUS AUG.; reverse, a sow» 
beneath it IMP. the remainder so encrusted with sacred mst, as to make it 
not legible, A similar coin is ia the collection of the earl of Pembroke* 
Fide Gentleman's Misgazine, if 67, p. 49S. 

Filleted head, D. N. DECENTIUS. NOB. CARS.; reverse, the Caost 
which Constantine beheld in the skies, so placed that it fgnfled the 
Greek sentence, " In hoc vince," and considered an auspicious ohien, oa 
the eve of the b^ttk against Maxcntius, SALUS, D. D. N, N, AUG. GT^ 
CAES. 



^n 



Lanreated head, IMP. CAES. DOMITIAN, AUG. GERM. C0§. XX. 
recent, an altar ; above it, SALUTIS ; below, AUGUSTI. On the restor« 
ation of health to the Emperor. 

Uureated head, IMP. CAESAR. TRAJAN. HADRIANUS. AUG.; 
reverse, figure denoting Peace, with cori^ucopia in one hand, and vest ga 
thered up with the other, supposed to be filled with firuit, denoting that 
filelity is the consequence of peace. PAX. COS. III. 

• 

Head, corona radiata, type of divinity, the spikes representing the rays of 
^e sun, IMP. CAES. ALEXANDER. AUG. ; reverse, figure seated in a 
careless posture, the emblem of security. SECURITAS PERI^ETUA. 

Ar. Racfiated head, IMP. CAES. ANTONINUS. AUG.; reverse, Bgaxe 
seated between two military emblems, that by the liddity of the tmiy pab« 
lie peace was preserved. FIDES. 

\ 

Plsun head, MAXIMUS CAES. GERM.; reverse, large vase which 
contained the frankincense ; and other sacrificing utensiis. PIETAS. AUG. 

Ar. Femalehead, with hair enclosed in a'net, FAUSTINA AUGUSTA. | 
feverse, figure seated, with a cornucopia in her hand. FORTUNAl^ 
MUUEBRI. 

Head, coronS radiata, IMP. CALLECTUS. FAV.; reveise, figure n* 
presenting Peace, with vest filled, an olive in one hand, a wand, the qrmbdl 
of divinity, in the other, PAX, AUQ* MI^— This is oue Qf the mpst fcikc% 
ever seen. 

■ 

Female head, FLAUTILLA AUGUSTA ; leveise, figure inHie charactef 
f>f Pi^9 aAin&nt i|i oaeanhi awand^afungontheotibar^FI^AS. Tlif 
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iChild denotes a pkdge of peace, aa it often took away the pecasion of war 
^ 4Bnttmg off all disputes to the succession, iHiich made it to be considered 
a public blessing. 

Spired head, IMP. VICTORIANUS. AUG.; reverse, figure, a comu- 
eopca in one hand, pointing with the other to the ground, which had 
yielded abundance. ABUNDANTIA.. 

Female head, SEVERINR. AUG; reverse, figure between two military 
CBSigns, CON(X>RDIA MIUTUM, signifying public peace was preserved 
by ^e allegiance of the army. 

Head, CUALUCINLICINIUS. P. F. AUG.; reverse, figure being 
Clowned with a wreath by Fame, supported on his right hand ; in his left 
A spear ; on the ground, a bird with a wreath in its beak. lOVI. CONSER« 
VATORI. S.N.N. The bird expresses the symbol of vigilance, by which 
i$tt state had been preserved. 

taureated head, IMP. CONSTANTINUS. P. F. AUG; reveise, duee 
standards, SJP.Q.R. OFTIMUS, the remainder not legible; an important 
service performed by three legions which vrere thus particularly honoured ; 
hut tl^ reverse likewise denotes an oath of £ddity to the Emperor. 

Kelmeted head, IMP. GRATIANUS. P. F. AUG; reverse, a soldier in » 
gidley, who appears. to be encouraging others to follow him. GLORIA* 
HONPRUS* to perpetuate some memorable invasion* 

Head,D.N. HONORUS. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, a soldier with the bbarum 
in one hand, a globe in the other ; GLORIA ROMANORUM, denoting, 
P» glory of j^oinaa annt coufd place the standaid in any part of the 

world, 
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Head, corona radiata, IMP. VICTORIANUS. P.P. AUG; revise, figure 
ivitfa a spear in one hand, a shield in the other. ROMA. AUG. that a pre- 
paration for war, was the security of peace, and of Rome* 

Ar. Studded fillet head, D. N. VALENS. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, a seated 
figure, with the wand of divinity by her side, being crowned by Fame 
URBS ROMA; by religion and arms the Roman city is secure. ^ 

Ar. Filleted head, D. N. VALENTI ANUS. lUN. P. F. AUG. ; rercfie, 
figure of Rome seated, with a wand in one hand, and being crowned by a 
small Victory, which she supports on thie other ; by her side is a child, and 
above it a star, denoting it to be a pillar of the Julian race. URBS ROMA* 

Ar. Head, IMP. QAES. DOMITIANUS ; reverse, victory seated, ofieiw 
kig a wreath. VICTORI. 

Pifleted he^, D. N. VALUCINLICINIUS. NDVE ; reverse, a building 
lesembling the gate of a city, representing the Castra Praetoria at RQme« 
die magazine of com for the people. PROVIDENTIA. 

Laureated head, being crowned by Fame, CX>NSTAMTINUS. lUN. 
NOB. C $ reverse, BEATA TRANQUILLITAS ; an altar with a globe upon 
it; above, three stars; by victory blest tranquillity was restored to the 
world. 

Head, D. N. VALENTINIANUS. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, soldier keeping a. 
captive down with one hand, and supporting the labarum with the other ; 
denoting the conquest of a colony. 

Head, eorooa radiata, {MP. CALLECTUS. P. F. AUG; reterse, a gallqr 
with several rowers; denoting prosperity. VIRTUS. AUG# 
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Filleted head, GRATIANUS. P. F. AUG ; reverse, a Roman crowned by 
Fame, and recdving offers from a supplicant on his knees ; legend noc 
discemable* 

Head, dUSPUS. NOB. CAES; revene, an altar with VOTIS. XX. upon 
it, and a globe with two stars. TRANQUILUTAS. $ tranquillity is restoved 
to all nations in the world. 

Spired head, IMP. CA. TACITVS. AUQ; reverse, soldier marching with 
a lance in his hand, and iron mace on his shoulder, such as was some- 
times used by Roman troopers. MARS. VICTOR. 

Head, D. N. VALENTINIANUS AUG ; reverse, soldier with foot on a 
captive, and supportmg the labarum. VIRTUS. EXERCITI. 

Wreathed head, IMP. UCINIUS P. F. AUG.; reverse, soldier, resting 
one hand on a shield, in the other a weighty javelin, called Pilum. MAR- 
TRION SERVATOR. 

Hain head, D.'N. MAGNENTIUS. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, two female 
figures with joined hands, representing unity supporting a shield, on which 
i4»peaf8»,VOT. V. MULT. X. VICTORIAE. D. D. N. AUG. ; amity pro- 
cured by some memorable victory. 

Helmeted head, URBS. ROMA ; reverse, wolf sucUing two children ; 
above them a branch, a symbol of victory, and two stars ; ^lenoting them 
«» be pillars of the Julian race, and prese^ers of the Roman city. 

Filleted head, VALENTIANUS. P. F. AUG. 5 reverse, soldifer, one hand 
on the head of a captive, and in the other a labarum, on which was wrought 
the cross that Constantine beheld in the skies. GLORIA^^O HONORUS. 
rHe Addison on Medals. 
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Had, ^nth rich studded fillet, FUVI. CDNCTANTIUS. NOB£. ; re- 
irerae, two loldieis with speais in their faattdt> looldng at a star above them. 
OLORIA EXERCITVS. The iather of Julius Caesar was supposed to have 
been changed into a star, the appearance of which was considered a good 
omen^ andcauaedthesiqring, <<See, Cxsar's laalip is lighted ia theaties. 
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Lauieated head, CONSTANTINUS. MAX. AUG. ; revefse, two ttA- 

diers with spears, guarding two standarc^ ; GLORIA EXERCITVS, ia 

lienor of vietoiy, and in compliment to the soldiers- 
Head, CONSTANS. P.F. AUG.; reverec, t^ figmw of ftanieyWfth 

wreaths. VICTORIA AVGUSTORUM.; struck oh the defeat of some 

1>nbarians« 

Head, CONSTANTINUS. AUG. ; reverse, two soldiers, between them 
the labarum with a cross, such as our Savioar died on. GIXDRIA. EX- 
ERCnus. ; struck to please the soldieiy, who (not die emperor) i^ tiift 
time managed the empire. 

Ar. Head, D. N. VALENTIANUS. P. F. AUG. ; reverse, a laige wieatfa^ 
lound it, VOT. V. MULT. X. ; meaning that the people vowed that die 
emperor might live -tep years ; and by multiplying the number, wished 
him, in their acclamation, a retum'of many ten years. -— ^^^ Camden. 

Head, IMP. COLLECTUS. P.F. AUG.; reveise, a galley in the distinc- 
tion of happiness. VIRTUS. -AUG. 

Head, corona radiata, IMP. C. CURL. DIOCLETIANUS. AUG.; re- 
verse, two figures with hands joined, CONOORIHA. MILITUM.; sig. 
nifying that amity was restored among the toTdieis. 

• ^ 

Head, with rich studded fillet^ CfiATIANUST AUG* | 9»(ne, a soldier 
leaning on his shield' with one hand; and hd^bg the standard with the 
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otber» GLORIA.; denotiiig, the standard onoe fixed on anew colony^ it-iras 
his duty to lu^wrt it WitJi h» Bae. : ' \ . ^v-; a .u-c , r 4. -1 

■ ■*-"-*«- J. .3w;c*>..^t!t:i,.'.- 

Fmetedhead^ X>- N. COi^STA; P. F. AUG. ytwam^ ^,ffl}9gtf.joit9dii^ 
h a leated figure appearing to be a capthre^ and a soldier supporting-llie 
labartiniy being <»oiihMd' by-vidttr^^ JTSMP* EIPAftAXJifir^ ia 

Ikmour of irsfiuhhtng aa eacifay^ Sitfit. . 



ft k ■ ••*» r» • t ' ' 
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FiUeted head» CONSTANS. P. F. AUG.) vsvene^ two figures ofieiing 
iNiy ""thin ^viesitbs ; betwedi ^dah. smt^m i^filff^ fvMAf -trnkf, a 
gariand of which was the lewudr «a 4lie nctor ia Iha .Nmeaa gauMI* 
VlCTOaiAE. AUG. €L N. n: 

Helmeted head ; rereise, figure resembKBg^ Uope^fHth thesymboUof 
divinity in one hand, and the other leaning on a hoop» or dicle» the em- 
blem ofieiehiity: The41|^ ia4naiil}cd.ta^MCKrHUMUC»,Ad9qH fQ thin 
Ihat the symmetry of te peisbn«an be sesA tlua«g||;.i$» 



'Wreathed hind, poJNSn^2lMlltiJ8< ti-pyAXJQ. f m^Ac^ flgatr with 
lays darting frMt his lifsyi, jemI fi j;ldbD^ 4us. lian^L . ^i9 pcaxK is one to 
shew the extent of human vanity and the efibcts of flattery, denoting him 
the of&pring of the sun, by whose beauty the world was enlightened* 

Wreathed head, VALENTINIANUS. NOB. CAES* ; leverK, figure with 
a spear in one hand^pniji^^aB^Bibolt in the other, denoting, if aroused to 
war, a terrible aadir^fil^ ■'. 






Head, coionS Mli^^^Ml^f VIGTOI^^ leveise, figuia 

afoing the embl^ o|^piiMS0;;Sitii tnle hand^ and supporting the wand of 
iaivUiity iatibe HJj^ 







■■<:■ . 






Rnd, with ftoddcd fillet, U. N. GRATUNUS- P. P. AUG. ; temte, 
tgax leinbig in m cmt po*rate> iriib t punt in ha hand, from «liiRh 
tbeoBMnEtwrnpooRdontheiltv. SECUBTTAS. REI^UJCAe! 

^,|UUttcd held, CO MAX;.Kvme, two tinediridien^ 

(tinillfls V tm qiilituj ennlgiii, GLORIA. EXERCITVS.; ObMrinma. 
ftnck In eoRtpllmenl to the tmj, pn,the denu of Mueiuhn. 



nileicd held, VALEimKlANys. P.P. AUG.; mtne, ■ wte^ 
RgnredrcMMln RMuLTtcivM, moting in hute, aptlm bnochbiQii^ 
h»i3,Mda^gMUniiintlw other, below which lt,«tur; RESTTTUTOIL 
R^VbUCA. Thi* coin wm tiruck in ADtiochf pn Briuin bcicf "-'"«"> , , 



With ti^niy-two othen, principiU}' di^ lic«e» t» the vbore ; tnd thiRjKr 
«l(bt monhXM (ufllciendjser&ct to be de«cfibed irith eataintj'. , . . 

Leaving Cadrw^rit/ at' (ftfe distance of three' 
'miles, Penbow presents itself, on the ,left. 
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Of this castle a smdl part only remainsy now 
huoilJed to the occupation of a farm-house; it 
w£^ originally a fortress of consequence^ «id the 
residence of the Seymour family^ who came to 
Britain at the Roman conquest^ and were the an* 
cestors of the present illustrious families/ the dukea 
of Somerset and Northumb^land. It has b6ea 
thought that Fenhow was of Roman origin^ and 
one of the agrarian protections to the forest of 
Wentwood; at all events the Romans seized 
this with others of the same nature^ and for the 
utnb purpose. The situation is in many respects 
delightful^ and the Scenery around it charming i 
some parts open and exposing distance, mingled 
variations^ and objects valuable or interesting ; 
other parts are so thickly cli^ed/mth wood 
and forest-Uke appearance^ tq,i premit^ %^;^ 
penetration; seated^ as the fi^tl^ >% ^. ^ ^mi^ 
nence, it is also suflfcie^ *«6»4; m4 w^to^ 
for qnietiiess, for iA4Qip»e|>art8 q£ i;|| ia| g j^>feffl s » 
hood, and neatly elbibe tp i;^ i^ oumei V»iaDVBJii^ 
diatdy disQOvei«d> The wood ff^jreehf^ 9)^^ 

is caUed Wpatimfo^ fomfiffy ^ M l MsS! ^ 

extent, and a royal ehaoet 



Tutning from'fhe'tiimpike opposite tothe sign 
of 'the Untconii' pursued a roaghjuneven, narrow 
road, olrelishadbwed with trees ; the opening from 
it assumed a tnoi^ barren aspect, -but the distance 
wtiB ' diversified by a small village and stra^ling 
cottages^ thfe whole bounded by the Bristol chan- 
nri,' Holmes 'islands, &c. &c. forming a pleasing 
pictttfe' of' innocent and rural life, and a fine 
'perspective landscape, so happy when presented 



tin canvass. 



■ ' Ahout a mil6 '^td half from the road is 
^^coed castle, ' <M}mmanding a prospect at 
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once delightful and pleasing; here we have 
an addidonal instance of the revolution in mat- 
ters 'of this kind; another guarding fortress 
to the forest of Wentwood, and consequently 
used for the double purpose of residence 
arid defence, for we find that, originally, the 
families to whom they severally belonged, made 
it the constant rule to reside in them ; thus th^y 
were in general as magnificent in construction^ 
as convenient for use and entertainment Several 
VCTy respectable families acknowledge their ances- 
tors as proprietors, and residents at this place, 
and from its remains we may form a consider* 
iable idea of its former consequence. 
i ' ' ' ' ' 

How fer riuch* fortresses mt» or were not 
attended with sus^cion and.trdul4e to the several 
governments^ •aAd'* ^gttve {totection to plots and 
echoes agunst Ifitom^^Jt. ihdl not presume to 
dwell on ; but fOOib^kdlii^ behold the dilapidation 
of isudi manitdiriivSrithoi^ jfedm^ a regret tiiat 
ihcijr'ribQidd^ be suffered Co go to d<icay; (X'that 
the jconsequence' of fiunifies fili6tfld ^dc^p^noriBte 
in such a mtlitsatuto diaable them l^teft'-m^- 
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laimng that hospitality th^ undoubtedly distrU 
buted^ and the. necessary eniplo3nnent they would 
jiatuiisdly.give to a. number of the neighbouring 
poor. 

§ 

There. i& a majesty and a peculiar venerablenesi 
AttachiBig to the entrance; ^nd the remnant of 
what was once the keep^ being partially covered 
by cre^ii^ foliage hanging grao^Uy from 
its battlements, adds an ; additional dignity to the 
whole. The variety of the ornamental parts^an^ 
different shape of the windows are numerouti 
some wholly destroyed^ some patched, and qvXj 
those of immediate service being preaerved,* cause 
the building to assume a singular appearance^ 
and presents a trve ipicture of &ded prospeii^t 

' 

.All the remmning^partmentSi once the.aeata.of 

mirth and festivity, ore < converted to the vnrkmii 
purposes of its , farming inhabitants, not r^gafding 
ffigularity otherwise diii|i:suitigg.their.ocouptttic|m^i 
having w$|UkM .round it;^ but with no inducot 
in«pt t<><S8i(.i(ir-i» ttgbl'Of die inside,. I.MtdotffQ 
t9.iAl(e't)|e;ie|iisp8«9i;^«lk>0 of its gat^w?^, «k| 
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vhen nearly finished^ its occupier came forward 
wi^ a ,c;9i^Atenanoe it was fortuhaCte he had not 
v^i||Qd,Jh]s^ daily ^wi^^ or.it would have made aV 
di]eadfuL .<:^ng^ in ita contents, on my drawing 
fa^g completed, ^hutjmy book without allowing 
fa^ lo^jvhatl had been doing, which did 
i)Q^.fnaIie his manaeri^ more pleasing or his looka 
i]qi(H;e becoming. , ■ \ ^ 



• .1 



. I afterwards understood that this conduct 
(whicl^ jWas never diewn in any other instance,) 
pipbably proceeded from his being at variance 
with his landlord, by whom he might presume I 
was sent to make some remarks respecting di- 
faqpidations. 



:>-' 



. Betuming to the road by the way I came, at 
the distance of two miles on the left an el^ant 
mansion presents itself, seated on an eminence^ 
deedrsrted with all the appendages to denote a 
resddence of distinction, and to render it an in* 
teresting and. pleanng object to the traveller: 
enquiring of an old woman the name of the jdace 
and proprietor, she answered, Lanwerne, the seat 
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pf.Sir Robert Saz^usburt, Bart. Desirons of 
ji^mng A little th» QbAract^rft ,of peraont of. a 
fmmtry whijch I was then 9; HiaeBXifg^ to^^in^bw^ 
ik^ .tQ«;be inquisitive f(Hr that ^of its. {losaefROpI^ 
whe^^ giving flaea look, as ii fiiyv^ myyigpom$» 
^ iy>t. l^owiag. th^: yfhUhi ^ fresKmoi,,,tbfi 
jfgf^dd were w^l.iiifbnn^ of ^ ifjue apoke of. thKrn 
with a warmth of praise, animatodij by, . ft peculwr 
pleasure her lips appeared to take in expressing 

$bei^>^ names, . inod cof^ood mp, ^ ,not ^only 
(CPWWysd the voice of g$n$ral ^teero^, btt|: ,4i^t 

< , . ' ' 

From Christchurch-yard all travell^; mSI 

unite in admiring the delightful and exquisite 

« .»9^«ft.,i^ V 9^nm^pqdjng^ . gituat^on , exhibi.tq; ^ |from 

, t))en^,1;hf| .fi)^ ^^pfifes ,ji{i.tjli uncpasmg sat4Pfactic|n^ 

J ,ajulJfec«ive? ^qyjfl^jt i^^m ^e. )>«iautifiU, (^89^^ 

. blage.pf (Csveryi-^pfiQif^ ,of ymef}^ M tlw, cx^ii- 

. p^i9ii, of ^^^9!^ .a, ^rioyft,^4icape .pf pef!uiie*« 

.psq^yuotipn . is. .c<^8d$^usl^ . ppfti;ayedi aiul w^kh 
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This church was eiu-ly founded ; and tvUhip it^ 
in the middle of the chancel, ig a^ iiat ia:ave» 
stone^ placed 574 years sincie^ ;whkh hsu», Iq^ 
been an object tp the superstitiou^y credulous^ 
The neighbouring people $ay,/tis belqngiag tOrf| 
saint^ but this is not cpnfirmed^ r^or even to. be 
imagined from the characters and inscription j)e^, 
ceivable on it ; but^ such reliance was placed <>t^ 
its having a miraculous power, to heal diisesiseaoii 
the eve of Ascension-day. that numbers wha avers 
disordered in their limbs^ hav$ conforma) tp A^ 
notion^ by remaining on the stpne from .8ui\<^et. t{fi 
sam«*rise the next morning. In the ^J'chil^ogia 
it is recorded that irixteen were placed on 4t in 
1770 ; but the disappointments whicb many^ 
doubtless^ experienced, have greatly lowered the 

belief of its virtues^ and few are now the jannual 

». ■ ■ ' ■ . 

vi^tants to try its efEcacy* ^rom: what ckc^ajn^ 
stance this strange custom; h^ arisen^ ; there is 
no 9ccount> traditional or* p4herwise ( : uAd^ no 
^ubt^ the fallacies it has occasioned will, in a fisw 
Ifears^'oblitemte Its &ncied property^ 
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J • • • • • . 

Th6 sculpture on the stone consists of the 
figures^ of a man and a woman^ with a trosi 
between them^ their arms placed across^ with 
tiieir bands on theif breasts; but no particular 
manner in their dress^ whereby to distinguish 
them; The cross is somewhat curious in form- 
atibn^ and rather more elegant than the figures r 
the whole surrounded by an inscription in old 
Latin diaracters ; of which I dare not hazard a 
nteraF transcript^ as two gentlemen of celebrated 
genius have materially varied in their descriptions: 
Mr. WrtMAiAts being, ^ Hie jacent Johannes 
^' CkAmsr tt Isabyila uxor cjtis, qui obierunt 
^' Anno Domini l37©/<inum aiabus ppicietur 
^^ Deus Amen/"^ 



^ 



And Mr. Coxi^s, '^ ttic jacent Johannes ■ 
^^ et Eli^abetha u*or ^us qui obierunt anno do^- 
^* iliini'M,CCG,IXXVI. quorum animabus mise-^ 
**- retur Deus Anicii.** In consequence of which 
r have been induced to make a representation of 
the characters, leaving it to be elucidated- by the. 
reader, according to his own judgment. 



it 

Descending a i»edpitottr tmd tnASBlsSdafiB 
hili, of nearly three quarters' of a mile, reSbhed 
C^exleQfLi niina present themselves &t the £>4t 




of the bridge, cdginally intended for hi pm* 
tection ; and, as numerous coins have been found 
where the piles of the bridge are now placed, 
there is no doubt of its bong the original pass : 
to a' person unaccustomed to such a biidge, and 
the rattling noise whenever aitywdght is going 
over, natuntUy occaaions scwae ^^irdunaons for 
their safety, from the fUxning being apparently 
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ii^e^ry^j on e}esetm8{>ec^on, k wiH be found to 
fce-perfectfy sepxired. fr w* remoBijig,' fixed to the 

ppst^by;9n i;\sg^S8laU>jiws3l^MMQg. nailed 

at thQtends, whloh. was fQifpdj inadequate to re- 

mam Ipng; ^ froaj^, ijBs raptness. of splitting. The 

- . ■». 

accpurvts.of' tlij^-tidi? rising so high as to cover 
the bridge, are. erroneous; it never ha$ been 
knpwijt^yet, hspil that assertion h^ givdm rise to the 
ide^iofthjei^ l^^HiiS^^ purposely loose to preyeatit 
bei^g^cajri^d aji:§yyijg such cases ; as it undoubt- 
edly;; D(Jii|^ti werp . % con^^ied so . as to be an 
impedhn^t jtftvtlie,}^^ The ^ aniazing 

floods to whidb|,.tb^^nyej|r; i?.. SRlfiectji virould render 

•,.■' . 

it not surprising if . apeiden^s did happen, but thi$ 
is very rarely the case; and the judgment of the 
contrivance is evinced by the durability of the 
§tn;LctuFe,^. and continuance of its safety. 

** Caerleon, now step in with stately style, 

** No feeble phrase may serve to set thee forth ; 

« Thy famous tqwn was spoke of many a myle, . 
Thou hast been great, tbongh now but lUlk vaortli ; 
Thy noble bounds hath reacbt beyi>nd them alL 
In thee hatn bene King Arthur's golden hill, 

<« la^boelftel^ and woit^ies^d r<^ip8e,'^ 
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\ As dw 4sho]!i» ofi the Sev^nii vrttra' in ercly 
mspeD^'t fffiefiendoliiinto ikb p^pesite coasts'of So* 
xnefseb ; ' fflid Grlcxicster^ we Buyfrttuppose dit 
ficRii^tts:' would) not letve i p9aoe oab>ialated fiir 
|d9eir:^die!iie& and -jaitable: fiwithiair ^stenc^ 
toi :b^.> iunobcupiat cby t ihemfj • !sco0id|^ly> . Caef i 
hK>nfit» |soi= SBiiram, W3> cfaibissn'ies their prin* 
«ipal <M* head-jqcuuters in < these ' pdrtt; >hamg 
fvaader their roans^enient 4eio les$ than twenty 
JS099UU1 statioine^^ three tribes of Batons^ ai^d the 
•deoinmodatidn jo£ the wiiole ^BecoiBd- Legion of 
Augustus^ whose signatures LEG. I£/jAUYjr« a^ 
numerously founds recording their memory by 
|JM'niode:^bf faistbricMeloqueiice. Thi9 fdaee is 
^ iUchdrd cpUed'jIilcsa Oofonia; t3^' Antonine, 
iisca I^gionis^ jieounda Augusts ; lethms^ Isca 
Hbugssta; and somej «0ting aside atl Roman c»i^ 
ginVfiay, it is ft(m Ueon^ to^ei>iicient ftitishlding, 
vAkf fiactinded it^ mi^^^tm it w^ greatly enliargcd 
l^^utiwaHo Modi Mu^s^ the father of Belinua 
mi BrimfiiiS) ^foftr hulfHfred yeard ^i^6vk>us to the 
biith'<if Christ, and distirigtiished as a royal re^- 
4aibe and imrkd ^aoe of Bkltish Mugs for many^ 
tmiltiit'^-'^^ other ^rotttoIto^foF ii« 
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etymology, .of the wordi;" but Mr. Owkif, the 
ingenbus and mde&tigable author of the WeUh 
Dictionary^ affirms it 19 disrivedirom its sitnatioti 
near two ^woful' streams j Or Gaer-Llion^ the 
city of waters ; . after these various interpietetbns, 
it would afipear Jklipost ' an : bf&tice to superior 
infonnation in. offering a further conjecture cm 
ibi probphilifcy of its derivation ; hut, as tUs place 
contained the fdi^lanx of the second Legion, die 
word Caer might be emblematical of that strmi^tl^ 
and Leon, i an al^-eviataon . ior ^orrujptibn of. the 
word Legion* - 

: Witibout fktigmng the mind with its meaning 
pr from. whence or by what it acquired its titles 
there are sufficiait vestiges to ascertain that 9: 
was iformerly of gsreat repute, and the seat of 
genius, magnificence, and luxuiy : from ite i^Kcs 
we may contemplate the revolution of the Empire, 
the, decay of consequence, and the instability of 
human labor; sunk is the pride of power and 
efforts of industry ; her riches n[iingled with the 
dttst^ and all .the high display of elegance and ark 

no Iftflg^uB^iP^y^ b\jt by;th^ crumblt«g^%> 
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Hients found in every direction. * No disbmce ditf' 
be gotie over without ^some emblem to call our' 
attention^ nor much depth of ground laid 6pen 
Mfithout disturbing some portion of matter, with- 
which it vnis formerly embellished ; remnants of 
mouldings, inscriptions, coins, scraps of vases, 
pavements, altars, baths, subtmianean passages; 
aqueducts, and vaults. An historian in the 12th 
century gives this description of it ^^ Many ves- 
tiges of its ancient splendor are yet remaining t 
stately palaces with their gilded tiles, * which^ 
formerly displayed Roman grandeur, and many^ 
sumptuous edifices ; also an exceeding high 
tower, remarkable hot baths, ruins of ancient 
temples, theatres encompassed with stately 
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^* walls partly yet standing, subterraneous edifices 
^* are frequentiy met with, not only within the 
^ walls, aqueducts, vaults, hypocausts^ stoves. 

This place is stated to have been for conse-' 
quence the third city in Britain ; and from the' 
year 162 to 521 it was an archbishopric, and had 
three churdies^ one of them annexed to a cmi- 
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vsent of religious virgins^ and sacred to Julius the 
mai tyr ; the seccoid dedicated to St, Aaron, and 
had a noble choir of canons; the third was the 
metropolitan church of WaW, inhabited by. 
monk&5 who retained it till the translation of the 
see by' St. David to Menevia ; when the sudTJu^* 
gation of the neighbouring districts was com-* 
p^eted, there was also an ei^tabjishment formed; 
for an abbot and inoqks bf the Cistertian order i^ 
nor tvas it less conspicuous after the Sa!ion con*' 
quests as it . isf reputed to hliv§ been forei[no^ in 
the annals /of literary i^e- by contAning an* 
university for philosc^hy, astr<moniy^ and <4her 
science^. ' \ ^ ' • 

; The present place occupies but a 'trifling part 
of the ^naient cHyi ^the bouildaries ftiay be 
tolerably well traced^ aild thq a<^ning ^lurbfr 
were extended for some miles, where ther^i^ ; irt 
indubitable proofs of having been many sumptuous 
eiiifices, ii^hich in all Hkelihpod weHB the detae)ted 
residences :of . the hi^r pjersons;, , The mo«|t por- 
^Gb pa^t offithe cri^4-. bwndary is^viil^R^ 
T#bfe:iFieU|^k^« ,^fa0« W^l' iiov il^niid^i^ 
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about fourteen 6r fifteen feet in height, mS. 
twelve in thi6kAess, enctosing a spac6 ot 336 
yards by 460/ the longest iSidei pointing to Me 
South-east ; cbntiguouB to tKe enclosed ground, 
feiit Withduf the w^Is, is an ov^ concavity or 
canipestfian amphitheatre, known by the name ofi^ 
King Arthur's Round Table; it is 74 yards by JM^ 
hollowed in the ^ound with regular sloping f)dM§^ 
and hiad seats rising one above the other ; but 

whether of stonie or turf, has bfe6n the sntjeci! 6? 

. • • • » • 

much conjecture, though it i^ alfermedthai! iW tK6 
memory of some still living, Stone seats were 
found, and that a figure of Diana, composed of 

alibaster, was dug up near the place, 
'tte lane Vrhieti Trilltes with^eTaMe Field is 

called th^ Brdadwfty, where it \y6vld b6 iifi'poisdi" 

ble to give a catalpgae of interesting relics itt^&H 
where the soil has been lately broken up for the 
^fpos^ of prtJeiii^ btdldin^ st6he> tlrhtch In^ 
^c^ the tii cth{>loy sohie )kb6dr^n^ hit a, ddy, 
wK^i I acquit^ S6Ve»l dfij^rent dpecifiieiid 6^ 
isir&boiik, ^liAin^^fb^l vfe, not m6i^ bulinei'- 

ous ^^n th(< cluiiyt^s'ttpbn th^i 66m^ eiiebiitieit^ f 

s 
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With a great display of skilly and the embellkhments 
whioh adorned them combine much elegance ; 
in one, my feelings were particularly engaged, it 
contained a clay, not only peculiarly smooth, but 
^gujarly firm, moulded with a considerable 
quantity of ashes and some pieces of unconsumed 
bone ; this circumstance gave birth to the strong- 
est emotions of my mind excited by admiration, 
conjecturing it might be the small funeral, monu- 
ment, transmitting to posterity a life not only 
distinguishcfd for bravery, but signalized by other 

% « 

memorable deeds. 

* • 

Two portable mill stones added to the collec- 
tion from this place, measuring fifteen inches 
diameter, being part of the provident atten- 
tion always paid by that great and considerate 
people. 

< ■ • ■ ■ 

Returning by the lane opposite to the field 

before spoken of, is the Berrows, presumed to 
be a corruption of tlie word Bear-hpuse, and pro- 
bably where they kept the wild beasts, to be 
opposed to the eladiators in the amphitheatre. 



"*. 



y 



^5 



I now extended my walk across a few fields io 
a bathing house belonging to '' ' ■ Bx?Ti.wi/Esq; 
to examine a curious stone sm4 to be in the wall 
of that building : abridged of all light but what 
glimmered through the crevices of a dai^ened 
window, must plead if its r^reswitatfen kxndt 
so correct as I could wish, after the cohsid€»rftbie 
attention thsit was paid, in , the hope it would 
throw a light oil the history of a person Ottce 
famed in this place, the dimensions of it are ^Ohf 
T.Q, inches : belo\r it are thriee stbnes, or rktliir 
bricks, two of which are scribe* %ith fium^rbt* 
lines, and in various fwms, the centef 
to consist ofvigrrnaB Rc^inan chai^t^^rs, %ltt' ^ 
darkness of the situation baffled > all «tte&l^ 
to describe themf 

In the pOTsession of Mr. Nichom id^ifti 5i*i 
tagfio, scJt as a ring, represeaiting thb^%ttre^ 
Hercules str^ling the Nehteftti lion, tte €kW 
cution is gdCkJi' and the se^fin^ is' not «c8&iy cJf 
the purest ^dM, but uiiusua fo 
ness pf this gentleman, in allowing md to^ tsiie 
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gn ii]fjpres3ipa wd r^presentatipn pf it, demands 
my tlwk^, pnd for the tmdition of the pl^ce? 
Jij^ -w^ ^p qWigipg a,s to poinmufiicate. 
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;.\ A JNfS^ W^P^' >^}}^> Pl^e qnd being 46, the other 
fg)ly.]^3, y^ch^ q^d ii^ length 23, with the iiu^ 

:^ 4^4 3 pftv^mgpt^^fi mches §^v^are ^nd twoiq 
^9Kn^§> A^jjh (lie s^me impression, were pi;p» 
?§nJe4 me; tt^? fqr>?}fr by Sir Robert Sa^-us- 
ftJ»¥«. 6a((;, ;finid. ^l;ie? other by the Rev. Mx, 
]^^<4el?i?5i of C^r^aqi^ptk qf \yJioin inqst accept 
W3i MBRttieetack^iQwJieflgmepts r tt^^y ^re suppos^ 
%^^Wh^hjPSP^i[t9.^ ^(^QonicuM oir s^cpphagus, , 

In a wall belonging to Mr. Williams, currier, 
i§i? f^fi^^ahie inscribed atpne, but so defacQ^ by 
Wslffl^ with liinqi\^ nearly to pbUt^ratp th? ch^^ 
r§g^r8,j . TPhis, sI^^iq was bjrpught from the moun^ 
9t l^j w4 ^y?s.|^«plf 'pf tlpip^ bought of the Iqr^ 

^'ittif nwiiOT^^ffigpi^the. %ii4^tip» Pf spnwi bwltl^ 
iag?tbfr§t: : : 
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Tl^fyre is a|$o ia the possession *Qf Mr. Ric«- 
ARi^Sj a Venus Marinai^ with a' PolphiQ w her 
h^u^id in basso rdievoj^ but the sculpture is very 
m4e9 and time ]i^s ne^Hy obliterated the dei$ign. 






? now direct^ my epurse to a newly-^ected ' 
ho|ise ae^r the fJiurph^ belonging to Mr. Gbthiit. 
(who q^s the market-boat^ which goes regularly 
tp ^riptol); n^ the foundation of the above 
fitruQture wer^r^se4 fr^fgments of free^stone, con^ ' 
t^ni^g some remains pf inscriptions^ the whole 
pf which is suppojs^, to have been origin^ly a 
pillar-^ AAer pq^^id^able labor bestowed on 
i^hem \)u^|h mopsr bipants^ and hrush^> sufficient 
fih^^t^a w^ie kgibki on th^ pc^^tal to ^race 
that it was 4c4u:<^tfff4 in the consulate of Maxi- 
ipu^ during ^ rf%ft pf Alexander Severus, the 
©jytjqrs- ^prpp^sing Ibe sb?& ai^ sai4 to b? 9n 
inscription by the second Augustan Legion^ an4 
indicating the aera v^hen it was erected. 

|]|esiirpi|i^ pf ^uiipng fpr t^e public any relic 
y^Wk Jfl^gUt \)^ ifttetesUi^g;, J implied to th? 
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owner, hearing they were of no value to him only 
as suiting the uses of the mason, determined to 
rescue them from such a disgrace, offered either 
to procure an equal quantity of stone suitable 
for the purposes required, or to pay him any fair 
^ermined price; Mr. Gethin consented, and 
assured he would jcall on me for that purpose the 
next time' he came to Bristol ; not Jhlfilling Idk 
'word, I revisited Caerleon with the intent of con- 
cluding the bargain, when lo ! I arrived just in 
time to see the remains of the last stone fixing 
for a window frame. I have taken the trouble 
to detail this, not as a reprimand for an office 
offered to myself, but to the' public, who mdit 
therefore accept the description and representation 
cm paper, as I was disappointed in presenting 
tliem in their real state, atid having them placed 
\c% a suital>}e situation for the inspection of die 
curious. ■ ** 



' I 



I cannot take my leave of the numerous testi- 
monials of former greatness which have been 
found at Caerleon, without requiesting an offer of 
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my thanks to Miss Moroan, not only for her 
graceful and obliging affability in allowing me 
to inspect those in her posession, but for h^ 
laudable pursuit in collecting the aatiquities of a 
place once so celebrated in the. annals of fame ; a 
pursuit not only influenced by her genetal wish 
oC doing good, but encouraged, by an elegant 
refinement of literary taste. 

I haveoflen lam^ited that others have not been 
actuated by simHar views, or that a public reposi- 
tory has not been instituted in a distdct So distin- 
guished ; it is an establishment that might be 
conducted at a smalt expence, and would furnish 
to the world many rare antiquities of import- 
ance, and induce the labovLrer to repair to the 
receptacle with any found medal, (valuable to 
him only by its. metal) who otherwise hastens 
to the silversmith, where aU its recorded history 
is 9t once, lost in the x^cible, Should, such an 
institution be formed^ it is needless to say the 
pleasure I should take, not only in contributing 
wbat the country has furnished, but in adding 
some valuable, records of hbtoriQ doquence* 
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In the collection of Miss Morgan are coins 
of Julia Augusta^ Vespasian, Antoninus Pius, 
Hadrian, Nerva, Plautilla, Claudius, Faustina, 
Const^htine, Constantius, Carausias, Magnentius, 
Carinus, and Salustius ; with fibulae, crosses, 
lamp^, jasper terressa, &c. From such a col- 
lection having been made on the spot, I could 
little hope to acquire njany coins ; but after can- 
vassing every probable person, was able to prociare 
a few by the assistance of my indefatigable guide, 
/. Jonesy the parish-clerk (whom I must riot for- 
get to mention) ; give John but plenty of Cwrtv^, 
and I will pronounce no person cail be more 
indefatigable, 6t shew the tiquities of the place 
to greater advantage. After having taken me io 
the church, and exhibited a rib four feet in leiigth 
and five ittChes in breadth, with an assurance 
6f it being frotti the famdlls duri c6w, (which^ 
by the bye, was only from h small gfampiis)^' 
he led nie to Arthur's table'; afler lookirig' stect 
lastly on Ae spot foi^ some time, '^ There, there,^ 
says he, ^' sUtik that kirig arid two thousand iftett ;*^ 
fetching a defep sigh, accbmpsinied with* threfe 
distinct pohitlrigs 6f his finger t ** Two thousand 

• Ale. 
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^men 111 «wdlytiieffe isaiot. iftdA?** dnm^Hng 
ld^'« wrath begin to kindle at ixij disbdfef^ I 
yield(^ to his <inlbmiatkm> coi^dcf ring iiow rs&i 
it i« to contend witiil a mm^ not otily terted iit 

spa^ occupied % mortality, and -whoae -tnCdrcfll 
it uras t6 pac^wakikind as tloit a^possIUew ' ^ : [ t 
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Of d castle there are SQihfe temama^ li^ifr^^l^ 
tl^om £)utided is und^rtain^ iMie havesaidc^ 
Roidans^ otibefs ftitish^ and surne Saxons » bjiiit 
it is certain it was of great strength at; tiil^liiftifit 
of the Norman conquest 2 the mound^ on which 
tiie great . lowfer iitdod^ is in imidb Htfaf^ amne ;^te 
HI ever wasit end' let: whowitt bCi Ifae ffcj^tof^ 

fives m a IflJBting {^oof of their ind^^^g^tb 

-^ ■. . 

lh(te^ ; its cpnstifcictbii being iiei less ^&ai|l :3QQ 

f&^ in cSfkxmfiftrehce jae.theJ^ 

<ir lift hd^t^ Witftun thd ilaa^cehtmy Jthemilms 

■ 

ft yi^e porcldiliof 4diei^^ rindtti^ 

sAfl^red (k)iis!d0mble bijtuy £Nim thfe imqndiidbte 
ftabd weathariii 173^.> Soine idea <^ ^<hfe roasish^ 
l^tlmg «ia^ ']te &«rmeil b^>«urveyin^ fart, of 1 the 

K 
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10 broad^ and 30 long, in one solid mass ; in it9 
j)nstine state dim castle was^ no<loubt^ a fortress 
d very considerable <5onsequenee ; and is men- 
tioned in historic annals as having been subject to 
msiay assaults and defences ; of the importance 
6f Ckerleon we may guess, when we are told, 
that Alfred sent a fleet against it, and was unsucr 
/cessful; and though the reason was in some 
Kieasure occasioned by his wanting a greater force 
d^^here to check the Danes, still it i^ews it 
^was not an easy matter to subdue this once flou-* 
Mshihg^lace, 
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^' As a residence cf several Welsh chiefbdnsy it 
uKderWent continual feuds between the English: 
j^id' them,' and ai cu-cumstances happened, was 
fi^<difr6reht possessions without any permanent 
lEdvantage to eitt»e^ Jowerth seems to have be^i 
itST'fiercest assailant^ and after a variety of fortunes, 
wa^isettled in it by a grant from Henry 11. who,. 
ilicii)i69v on his journey to Ireland, went to Caer-: 
tecb, and being siipicious of Jowerth, then lord 
ofJ'it:,^ turned him out; on Hemy*8 departure^ 
J^ivertiiV two sans and a nuititeroas band re-1 
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the town^ but were baffled in their ^^inpto on 
tlie castie; thus they w^^e continually harassed 
and harassing, until the complete subjection of 
Wales by Edwwd L who restcy^ the casde^u^ 
lordships to the ori^al pvopiietors^ the &iaily 
ot Clare. Edward IV. and ^lUchard IIL were 
afterwards possessors^ and it ^^ontinued a I^ng 
time the prc^ity of tb^ crown; the Moi^ad 
fmnily of Uantamam^ became its owners^ and 
Irom their descendants it has beai purchased by 
the present proprietor^ Mr. Blannin. 

-I know not wh^t reason there is to conclude 
ttiere was no statimi h&e previous to the arrival 
of the Romans^ asi the natives could not be in«i 
sensible df its conv^iiencei^ and the advantages 
Resulting from its situation. It is known that, in 
^y ages, the chief ot prince of a ifistrict had a 
dfisced place for government, and in those rude 
tmies^ none waa more iq>plicable for the purpose 
ihm Caerieoh, wfa&ch' the Romans observing, 
iSbssfi would : natinally diisqpossess the settkrsy 
and appropriate it to thansdves,^ iuad when firmly 
(^irt2d)Ushed and en^j^ing (|nietness> certainly ad<ied' 
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vast impFQvemeats* : llie monumeiit of their 
hbor which enclosed the camp is a paraUelogram 
incUnizig to a square^ and the suburbs are said to 
ha\^ toteiKled wie miles, reaching to Christ- 
abijwdi md St. Jiiiliaii's. 
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JfeforQ I take my leave of Caerleon, I camiot 
n^t offerifig a isilight description of those classia 
bmoe^ vha w^e onca it^ inhabitants ; trusting 
i^ Qiay hot be thought inapplicable to the subject, 
or uninteresting, to. the redden 

The oamp of a Roman legion had gena:ally the 
ippeaiance of a iartjAed city, : cleared from att 
impediments, and ai square of 700 yards was follf 
Sufficient for 30^000 soldiers* . The BraetorimBj 
M g^ieial'a tent^ was. usually in the midst, mA 
raised above the test; &n^ streets pecfectiy 8trt% 
mid hom thei rampart to the tents, wb$ 'SOflL 
&et^. enclosed, by a «ifi^ ^g^cierally twelve ftci 
fai|^,(tfa^ similar breadth and depkh^ aurroundBi 
l^yaditchv WJienev^they'diqilUtedifa^eariinl 
ap theic neeessanes >for service^ and fi>o^\i|i;«dUii^ 
tJQi^ t9 their. «iBiS}:^ ^MBi^ f^uatonwd IpMlv 
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loaded in this manner^ i^as 20 nulea in six iiourM 
they considered being within the uradls.of a cdty^an 
a mark of weakness^ and usually stationed them** 
la^v€» by the ai^ of neighbouiii^ mw»^ and most 
frequently made it theair Jasting jeesidroce. .!» 
JBrit^ were three legions icif these hfu*dy and 
active people ; c«ie of them at the placse lately 
n^nder dbservaticxi^ ^hieh frcffid aU its eoUected 
fippearances, waa not ]ess fhah the rest. A 
k^on usually eonststsdof a body of 6831 Rdr 
mans, and when all tfaeb* attendant^ and auiiH** 
iKxes were included, the whole amounted nearly 
to i ia>Qoa ; tibsir aama were^ aa cafien helmet with 
aE:]ofiy:cre8l^ m: faraasti-platict and coat ctf'.maili 
gnsave&oit their J^a^ and^a buckler on the i^ 
imiE, taar &et long mui two juid an. half htxx4i 
Ibrmed ^of wood comrod :widi. 4sni hidei^ and 
Itaa^tyifitaifdod mtb ]^ of -bnitB ; allig^ 
tfmty' aad # |K)ndfiK>iaii ja^alia^^ e^^ Bhim^ jihi 

riieel c^ Haihc^, imda lAiort wdUt ti^^fed two^ 

tl«etlti0ai^t^:wii^ armotir an^ aftapf^^tidagM 

"* » • ^ . . ■• '* »■«..'*<.•» • ■' " t ■ .'•■'* - * ^ 
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vfQ& golb. which must give us a proof of their 
tiatural strength. 

In a legion were generally 7^6 hwse^ accoutred 
^th a helmet^ long shield/- light boots^ and coat 
of mail, ' a javelin^ and a long broad sword; and 
sometimes an iron mace and lance ; on the sol- 
dier's entrance into service/ an oath of fidelity 
was administered with circumstantial solemnity r 
and under these impressions his own will was in 
every thing submitted to the command of his 
leader, nor any hesitaticm to become sacrifxciBd 
whenever the safety cf the empire or emperor 
ipequired it. Religion and honor inspired him 
with firm attachment to his standdrd^ and thei 
glittering of the eagle added fuiy to his exertiont 
jto maintain, it ; \6 , abandon that sacred ensigit 
was held ignominious ^d impious^ and neitim 
bi^es ncn* feari could make hitn. betray or deaeit 
It : such beaiig the power, uumbei!s^ and resolutioot 
of the RcHnaa^ we cannot be sui^rised at theixt 
f^arryijig vicl^dry wherever they chose, leaving 4fc 
npW0j9»mpl^ tfe those who have the love of thcirr 
lung, and welfare of their country at heart* 
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It must, however, reflect great honor on th* 
Silures for their couriage and persevenince agiunst 
so formidable a phalanx, whose appearance was. 
calculated to excite dismay, and whose impetus 
osity must seem irresistible; but their long and- 
determined opposition, proves thfe idea of inde-; 
pendence a principle amazingly encouraging, and 
extremely impressive to direct every exertion for 
the preservation of that freedom, which was not 
wrested from them without the most noble and 
arduous endeavour on their parts to prevent it* 

I was unable to procure more than one coin of 
singularity ; it has a plain head, with the hair 
arrayed in a .peculiar stile, with three balls in good 
rdidf; the reverse is not so perfect, but appears 
to represent the prow of a ship, with three balls 
below it ; the acrosteria, or prow of a ship, distin* 
guishes.a naval victory of a maritime city; and as 
the coin does Hot appear .to be either Roman or 
British, (if ever the Danes did strike medals to 
perpetuate events), this, probably, might be to 
record the fruitless attempt made by the fleet of 
king Alfred on this place; another has evidently a 
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was golb. which must give us a r • ole to 

natural strength. resem- 

of those 
In a legion were generaHy ' ^^e burning 

with a helmet, long shiey ' ^gt ^^ principally 
of mail, a javelin, and - j ^t Caerwent, and 
sometimes an iron m ^flfe^ed from the incessant 
dier's entnuice iat' ^.^^^ ^ ^^ ^endef all repre- 
was administerei' ^^j,„ totally impossible, which 
and under thf /^ lamented on two large ones 
eveiy tninp" x**^^^]^ which probably would hive 

^> "'j^'f* considerable share of early history 
whene«' ^'^^ 

ijeqir ^tfff^' 

j^g Caerleon, I returned by its bridge, and 

-t think of passing its tottering frame with_ 

, i«l3ting an extraordinary circumstance still 

the memory of several persons ; the story was 

^nfently told me at that place, but I shall beg 

/eft\* to avail myself of Mr, Coxe's descriptioli. 

i< On the 29th of October, 1779, as Mrs. wnTiaim, wife of Mr. Edward 
M Williams, brazier, was returning from the village of Caerleon to the 
<< town, at eleven o*clock at night, with a candle and lanthom, the vio- 
<< lence of the current forced away four piers and a considerable part off 
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** the bridge ; on a fragment of this mass^ consisthig of an entire nthit 
'< with the beams> posts^ and flooring, she was hurried down the river^ 
<< but preserved sufficient presence of mind to support herself by the rail- 
'* ing : on arriving near St. Julian's, the candle was extingubhed ; she 
** immediately screamed for help, and was heard by several persons^ who 
** started out of their beds to assist her ; but the violence of the stream 
** had already hurried her beyond their reach ; during this time she felt 
" little apprehension, as she entertained hopes of behig delivered by the 
" boatmen of Newport ; her expectations were increased by the numerous 
" lights which she discovered in the houses, and she accordingly redoubled 
** her cries for assistance, though without eflfbct. The fragment on which 
*' she stood being brolcen to pieces against a piece of Newport^ bridge, she 
** fortunately bestrode a beam, and after being detained for some minutes 
^* by the eddies at the bridge, was hurried along towards the sea : in this 
** perilous situation she resigned herself to her approaching fete, and» 
*< addressing herself to Heaven, exclaimed * Oh ! Lord, I trust in thee, 

* thou alone canst save me.' About a mile from Newport, she discerned 
*' a glimmering light, in a barge which vnis moored near the shore, and 
*' redoubling her cries, was heard by the master of the vessel ; after hailing 
'* her, and learning her sitiyuion, he cried out * keep up your spirits aaf 

* you will soon be oat of danger :* then leaping into the boat, with one of 
*' his men, rowed towards tht place from whence the scream proceeded ; 
** but some rime dapsed before he overtook her, at a considerable distance 
'* from the anchorage of his barge; fhe night was soxlark that they could 
** not discover each other, and the siuf swelling violently, the master 
** reipeated his exhoftukm^ charged her to be cakn, and not attempt to 
** quit lier station ; fortimiKtely a sudden lUspeitioii of the clouds eia(Ufld 
** him to lash the beam fore and aft to the boat: at this moment^ how- 
** ever, her presence of mind forsook her, and eagerly attempting to throw 
^ herself forward she was checkefi by th6 oaths of th^ seamen^ who'were 
^ at length enabled, to hfaye he/ Into the boat} hut c^d not discagiss 
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thft^aelvei from the beam tiU, they had almost reached the mouth of 
the Usk; this being effected^ not without |;reat difficulty, they rowed to 
\* the ahore, and embayed tbomsdve^ till the first dawn of the morning* 
when they conveyed her in the boat to Newport. Though Mrs. Williams 
•< uras in an advanced state of pregnaocy, she received so little injury from 
y the perilous accident^ that after a few hours repose she returned to Caer* 
y koo.-^! have been thus nunute in detailing the particulars of this piovideuv 
*' tl^X ei|cape» because it has been relate with so many improbable circum- 
'< s^ces as to occasion doubts of its reality. For the truth of this narrative^ 
*' I can adduce the testimony of Mr. Jones* of Clytha ; Mr. ICemeys, of 
*' . |4^]^dee i apd the Rev, Mr. Evans ^ 41 of whom soon afterwards con* 
** vencd wixh Mrs. Williams : to Mr. Evans in particular, she uniformly 
** repeated the same account, and confirmed it on her death-bed with the 
'< most solemn asseverations. The disinterested conduct of the master and 
*' ^atmen ought not to be omitted ^ notwithstanding the peril to which 
'f they were exposed, and their active exertions, they repeatedly declis»ed 
*' the liberal recompeace offered by Mn Williams." 

r 

. Turning short to the left, I went to Upper 
JBultnore, to see a large sculptured stone, near 
the door of a farm house by that name ; it was; 
found a few feet below the surfiioe whem it novr 
stands, and is four feet by three and a half, repre- 
senting a man s^^dl w ail arclied recess ; the 
light hand is mutilated, m is n>uch of the whole^* 
fhe left resting dn a globe; it is supposed to* 
l^q desigpcd for the statue of an Imperator, sur^ 
rounded with many ornaments, though with little 
remains^ but that little has a; claim to elegance* 



7»; 



Passing the venerable mansion of Kemeys, the 
\oity brow of its hill ;ts .thickly, ma&tl^ )vittc 
wood, where, pn its summit tf.sbuiklincf'BUlciil'' 
Kemeys* folly. I.-eK»-.disli)bet npealkig are^rt^ 
to the |»^udiee of (rtherli btit ia|. the;/bHo!W9^ 
is-so neat a repentft* jai)l.peHl«pQ will '»!fyrm\whf- 
the Bppellatioii 13 apjJied US xfi/ipyi^^ifii ^w^^fVh^ 
I rauat, therefore, forego toy ^fnQral iaclifi9ti(^;i 
the prc^nietor boasting.-! tftihi^.r^^ation-tli^ ho 
had erected a building £-ptnt which he couI4 .«e 
several counties; " Thcn.liaip «wy iJ^aMj-a* 
t* several counties cati see y^Yipotj.Ti" -.-j - 

■ ■,!i(i>:. ,_ ; ii; !:-."yi- ,■ '■ '■'■■:i;r!..:rti bid. ■. 

" ■'^' '■ -"■'■■■■■■= ^^■■'^' '■■■■■■'-•"-■^ ■;i-i'"R- 
' ^'^^ '■"^■^^' oito:-'.' 
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A neat bridge of three arches bestrides the 
Usk, and had the reputation of being built by 
Ae celebrated architeot of Pont-y-Prydd. Tlie 
(iouatry about it^ v^ extremely pleasing, and= 
thrMigh one of the ^ches an edifice was parti^ 
ctilaf-ly- it%9iictive, 'wliich I unda^tood was Lan-* 
gib%, the seat of W. Williams, Esq. As that 
, plabe was one of my objects in view, it hastened 
my departure from -th&- bridge, and ascending a 
hill, reached Tredehoc chitrch, when its steq)le 
^s undergoing a repair from the effect of a 
thunder-storm, the materials for which purpose 
hwi iramferedliiefoycaA of rty.viating the fabric ; 
i^i^ f^SAPi!^, then;^ at presented « a sepulchral 
6t|£M*i^ct^.tt*"!FrtW^ a. isoldicr of the second 

AA^igliieHfKi&tgionin ti:^6L feet square, but a border 
of thtee parallel lines on each extremity reduced 
the inscriptiort to two feet ; 
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* It is thus expressed! by the learned, ^M>iis mani^ 
^^ bus^ Julius Julianus^ miles.l^onis secunda^ 
*^ Augustas stipendiorum octodecim armoram qua- 
f^ idraginta hie situlttistHcuni agaite *• aInanda^ con-« 
^*i jugei^' " * It was- ; disnisvered five i feet below the 
^Ht^c^atthe external wall of thd ea^ end' of the 

I soon reached lid^ great roady idiose perpetual 
ineqtuiilies displajWl-^ * etreiy ' ' grace of country; 
pleading to th«^ fancy, combining beauty with im- 
provement . L^igibby house is ' seated on a gentle 
rise, whose proprietors being from home, gave 
me a serious disap^tntmient ; the stable doors 
were garnished by, the fronts and pads of foxes, 
and a few.: fkvoiiidte . aiokenneled deep-mouthed 
hounds annbuiidsld the 'approach of a stranger: 
the whole phar^ctjeyismg the residence of hospi- 
tality, elegance, and domestic life. Ascending a 
steep hiU by the fide, of a^ small pbrk well stocked 
mth deer, reached its. castle almost secluded by 
the oedundantcy Of fc^isge that was encrusting it, 
and the nol|le trees which were overshadow- 
ing it, not jonly deprived me of an, opportunity of 
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taking' aCidfaibiiig^* Ibut' /piitxatd:: n rndtwdfioly 
glooin ofdepaifted feme;:/:Ai.ivl .. -l -I • 

The .remans. :Bf the: caslfepstis irety im^diisif 
nor can the i^ure of: ibrmer '. bpartmeiits "htpft^t^ 
Mtrtfy traced. LELJij^ti^ sjiealudig of tlMb^jfilbQ^ 
calls it ^ the castle of Trergega, 1 1 myloi^Aab^ 
" Cair Usk, in middle Vencdand. Yt is other- 
^ jidse qomaifanery. ca^bd Jitofcitiy^ jyeceose; it 
f^ s kt the paioiK^of'Kibk^V' tndiClii^^ 
yord^ vriio wrote 'inithb reign ^o^iEiilaiabeti^ii'jtf^ 
descrifae8'iiii|)liiS'tiiiKx^'.i v.J,!i-!?r:- i' .ifr .firov--^---; 

•^ *' Langil^by stands, a cattle once of state; 

*< And where there is some butldings neweof late - 

. «.As'|jM^ajf^ff4h«5»ilK»^Js.(^i^ • ...r;:.f.': 

^< It seemes to sight, tbe scat, was plast sq wc}L 
**^ In elders cbdes^ sbmeHlttke iKiefdn Sddwell.^" 
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The eirf^ cf^jlocester; i» tile Clarii Jkqaijr^ 
inrere tmce possessors? theii'the eaiis of WLziA^ 
of the Mcartimer Iin<;; sifice #hieh time it htfl 

.* ''^ . . , m ..■•■J 

« idhilbf to tiie dulK^c^ Yeilf| ^l|p OACt fkft d^eiir / * 
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coixtinued in the Williams' family: no records arfe 
found to prove what events occasioned the de* 
structioH- of the fortress- -or^ 4he rJ^gV^^-it. \^ 
formerly borne. In the unsettled time of Charles, 
Sir Trevor Williams is particularly miqitipiied as 
among the parliament's adherent^, bujt' alfb^ds 
became a sirenuous supporter of his sovereign, 
and a^ object of Cromwell's suspicion* 
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Tfe:ittaiwian is W ft ^gfeiiffl^ Jt^^^'U- 
ported to be of liiigoi ;3fofej^^^:^^ "** ' 





of 'the Usk, 'and .inrbods iiidefimiely >ar^ in 
thleir forms, Unged TiT^CdTTO^^^^^ to 

the light or ^de of the atmosphere, presenting 

to the ima^nation every pleasing sensation of 

enjoyment. 

At a mile distance the town of Usk unfolds 
itself to ^ew, overlooked by its venerable ivy- 
n^ntled castle and walls ; the country is beauti- 
fully diversified by woods, com fields^ and innu« 
tneraWe interesting objects, the whole bounded ' 
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by the great Skyrrid, generally attired in misty 
blue ; an elegant bridge steps across the stream. 




and through one of its arches the river is Been 
retiring behind its verdant banks; a long range 
of pebbles divides the transparent waters, which 
not only sparkled at the separation, but mur- 
mured at tix interruption. 



Usk is beheld with redoubled pleasure by tho0Q 
who.have been ; accustomed to the tame and un- 
interesting sight of low and long levdsi the 
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variety to be viewed here is truly beautiful, haj^y 
in the display' of hill and dale, wood and water/ 
verdure and fertility smiling with agricultui^e/ 
promising rich rewards to the industrious ; thoi^^h 
^vested of the ro^gh features of crags oi^ r6cld3>' 
8till the wildnesB -^ of its Appearance creates such 
sensations of delight as are neither tirespme to* 
the eye, nor :>f^iguing i to^^ <iid>ifi:tagination[ i the' 
imjestic inountaim-iii the neij^bpfiirhiiXdd ^e 
plesibigljr idiVeirsified ^ HSi^r » ibmn^^ ^whiti the 
r^BEoAm of the castle, and a^ degantnc^nst^tied 
bridge, connecting the town with. the. ro||d to 
Pontypool, add hot only dignity but delight td 
the scene. The most eligible station to view this 
place is, from the terrace adjoining the castle, 
from whence the intermixture of houses, pas- 
ture, &c, forms a singular contrast* 

The town is not large, not having more than* 
170 houses and about seven or eight hundred 
inhabitants, having no trade of consequence to 

« 

occupy their attention, but who appear tcf enjoy 
the quietness of retirement in ,this pleasing place ; 
the ^reet^ are neat and cleanly, and the river, 

M 
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wluch is remarkable for the goodness of its fish, 
(particuljffly the salmon), winds in beautiful cur- 
vatures amongst gentle and quick rising hills, 
aod glides its silvery waters close iio the town, , 
v^ch. bears the name of antiquity, being called 
Bucrium, or enclosed town. In all the neigh- 
boiiring fields are innumerable ve^iges to prove 
l^at in early age it has been of .consequence ;- 
but nq^ie to decide the controversy, whether or 
not it was Roman ; Jt i$ supposed to have been 
formerly of much greater extent, and the appear'*'! 
aii'c^j of payed ways; has. been seen on turning up 

t^ ground of the adjoining meadows^ 

• • ■. ' 

At; Usk there has been origirially a priory of. 
fiye Benpdictine Nuns, founded, as we are in*, 
formed, by Richard de Clare, and Gilhiert his son, 
earls of Marches, for whom the orisons were 
pprfermed. Part of one of the rooms. on the first 
s^ryjs; well worth observation, for the devices 
(which are thirty in number) repriesenting embla-' 
zoned ©?ats of arms, no doubt the armorial bear- 
in^ pf the founders or supporters : in Dugpale 
Y5§.J5^i.thi^ P^^ ^^M at .§5L_4s. 6d. per 
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annum ; it is a life estate, now the prdperty 
of my miich esteemed friend Mrs. Jepfert; a 
character distinguished for possessing a superb^ 
tive share of instinctive literary endowments^ with 
a high 'and cultivated genius, uniting the scien*- ^ 
tific excellence of the head to the moral goodness 
of the heart. Part of the huilding is appropriated 
to a ferm house, and the entrance to it is through 
an arched portal from the church yard* 

* The church haS nothing to recommend it to 
notice for superbness of building, or elegance of 
ornaments ; it is a km stroctnre, but very> attckmfj 
and may be plainly discerned to have beeh ori^ 
ginally much larger ; for the tower (now at one 
end) hias been form^fy in the middle of the 
edifice^ which then bore the form of a cathedral ; 
but the transept and choir are no longer in 
existence^ and the whole was (as cu3t<unary) 
contiguous to the priory. The *tower has some* 
thing singular in appearance^ beiiijg similar to 
an embattled additi&n to a castle, and Norman 
architecture is the characteristic of the pile* 
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Aft inscriptwm in remote orthography, on a 
narrow brass plate iti the chancel, has much 
^cited the attention of the learned, not on^ 
in 4^ermiRmg the explanation, but the lanr 
fpoage iH' which it, is composed ;' by one it has 
faecal oonktdered to djenote tiie long residoicfi 
j)f Jthe> Romans in these parts.; l)y/anotJier, to 
jbe sn epitaph on a professor of astronomy, and 
head of thle cpBege of phibsophers at Ckerleoa^ 
but Mr, Owen has decided it to be Welsh, in 
the dialect of Gwent in the l5tK ctotufy, J shall 
.therei5[H*« avail ii^yself of : that gentleroan'sinfon- 
i»^9ipL aiid 9baerydthn> reaufting from a geaius 
.i«4akich #tandtai So pr^-cmineiftly distingirisl^^ 

** I 4|^1 ^cr^ C3UHbit,4lifr in^ptiq*.^ it attttd^^^e filal^ pf>faitiB|; 
** out such words ^ are con^i^tly written, ^corduig tp a known system o£ 
<'' Welsh mthbglRiphjrj hy capital letters ; and by itaHcs such wt>rds as are 
f*^to^ffrt)^y(oipliCil:i thust 
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-■'._ -:. "{¥>«>»«» T .-'T'lr'i ■'}■■ ..- . .... --■. 
<VA barnour bed^ BREYJtnr a pile tyney^roty^ l^^^b^ 
*' i>ea^sikn o eir sinti a seadam y%ke eval huske 

" I <Jbttte noW to th^ difficult part "ot' my taJt, the'festonng of 'the HsL 
5* inscription to its true reading 3 in so doiogi I shall be guidedi in the fii»t 
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** placcy by the peculiar orthogrsiphy of the Gwentian dialect, which, from 
*' the proo£s already mentioned, should be particukuly attended to. 



<< The most fx^ular metre in use about the time of the writing, is, in the 
next place, a guide to be followed with considerable reliance ; bat at the 
same time selecting that to which the words wiil best i^^y in thetrpfe- 
seat form, and with the ilightest alterations : die one fixed upon to an- 
swer such intention is, the CYHYDE2 WASTAD, or the eoen mebncit^, 
thus defined in the Baidic Institutes. *The charadenstics of the evta 
aietricity are a verse of eight syllables, and the length of tiK standi lo be 
from lour to sixteen verses^ possessing the general principle of the Caaoosi 
this metre is extremely free, and assumes, better than any other, the 
rhythmical harmony of the Imes, and the verses flow with r^gular 
accent ; and it is a most suitable metre in oomposittont of love and ei^y, 
and b more universally used than any other, except the smooth metn- 
city in compound metres.' Having traced out the plan, which appeacs 
to fif e most rational, I accordingly |^ve the following as a probable resil- 
ing of the mscfiption : 



Nota clod yr ethrod yar Ueyn* Selyf synn o eir hwn a fu 

AdvoGudf Uawn hwde Uundejm- Adaiarwy^ei wal kysku 

A bamwni bedbreynt ap UydX Dewrkymmodedoethachymmenf 

Yii e vara a fu henefyd$ Uen a Hue i lawn oleuen! 

J%i meaning (ff which it : 

Mark this ol>ject of fame, to the disgrace of the blade f ; 

were he not covered London would be in difficulty. 

Then let us consecrate the grave of Braint *• son of Llydd ff 

who m judgment waa.an eldaff ; 

Solomon profound of word, vtras he ; 

ftnd the sod of Isca his bed of sleep ! 

Ardentiy hrwonld reconcile the eloquent, and the wise It > 

the clergy aad the Uuty would Ve My ittttiatejidr ^ 
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^ Another .reading, , NaU clad yr athro day or Ueyn ; Ah, is not the grave 
of the great teacher the sod of the vale, 
f Or» Advo cad, were there a hattle again. 

X Or, A bardmti beird hreynt ay Uet, and the lore of the bards of privilege 
and their joy. 

$ Or, Yn ei varw ty en hafles, in his death is become their misfbrtoiie. 
II Or, Teg y Idmmod doctor kymmen, fidriy the eloquent doctor foconcUed. 

A free' reading, according to these nofes would be :— Ah behold'the grave 
. of the great teacher is the sod of the vale ! when a battle took place Londdn 
,felt embarrassed; and the song of the Bards of ancient lore and their joy, 
all vanish through his death : he who was like Solomon, profound of word, 
on Isca's banks his couch of sleep! fiurly the eloquent doctor reconciled 
disputes : clergy and laity were fully enlightened by him^ 

^ The original word for this is Z/ct/t, which signifies any thing stretched 
out flatly, also a flat slang of land ; a vale. 

** The meaning of this word is privilege; but as it has been lised for a 
proper name of men, I have taken it in that sense, otherwise no name 
occurs as the object of the inscription. .' ■ 

ft These parts of the original are so obscured, that it may be noade any 
thing else oftbe same length. . , 

XI I have preserved an ambiguous form, like the original, in thJa line, for 
if it were written and pointed; ardently he would reconcile, the eloquent 
and the wise ; the epithets eloquent and wise, might be applied to him who 
is described as the reconciler. . . 

What is now a prison was once a Roman Ca« 
tholic chapel, where many parts of the structure 
are perceivable, and in the gothic sty^ parti- 
cularly the southern gate way> but, thai to the 
north is now filled iip. 



83 



OF Usk castle, very little can be said of its 
present splendor, nor can we percdve it ever 
bore ensigns of magnificence. It is ponderous in 
construction, and not remarkable for singular 
contrivances ; one gateway remains which was 
the principal entrance, and the groove which con- 
tanned- its portcullis may be seen; round and^ 
sqimre towers, as usual, were its chjef strength,* 
and from the eyelet holes an enemy might 
be descried or annoyed : the baronial hall was 
4B feet by 24 wide ; the shell of the whole 
spreads over- a large £ract, (of which {xirt is con* 
verted to a farm,) with a character speaking it 

to have been founded in the Norman sera. 

•" . . ' . • ' ■ " ' . . • 

In the rdgn of Henry III. Maud, the widow 
of the earl of Glocester and Hereford, had the 
castle and manor of Usk assigned to her as a 
dower; in 1314, when the last ^i^rl of the: Clare 
Kfie died, the'castlew&s conveyed by Elizabeth 
his sister, to her husband John de Burgh ; their 
grand daughter Elizabeth was married to the duke 
of Clarence, the third son of Edward III ; their 
daughter * Pliilippa marr^ Mortilmer, the earl 
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of March and Ulster^ .alord of Wigmore, 'Clare, 
and Connabghty and marshal of England; be 
died at Gcjark lin; 1381 ; his tson Roger, >who 
was bom in; 1 3r7:4 ' at this castlt^ went with the 
king tolifelandm 18q6, bot three years afti»* he 
lost his life 'through his own . incautiottsaese t^^ 
being ia';an habit similar to. Ins Dpponehtib; luf^ 
eldest sdn^i Edrmtoid, was - manried to Anfie,. lim 
daughter of ithe iearl of .Stafibrd^ but as no'isiucp 
was left b J ^hesn, the ca^e^ kc. wai ihheiitedi 
by his nefdiew, £he dukfet of York, who h^tt^M^ 
jsons borHi .hjere^ both )of whbm became kingso^ 
England, mz. Edwahl IV. andllichardlllJ; ioK 
the death of Richard, Hcnty YII. who married) 
the daughter of Edward IV. became the propri- 
€kot: it iK>w belongs to the diikte of Bi^A%ftoiTy 
who im pm-ohased it of lord Ci*ive. > : " -. 






TTbe rinnoos 5tate of tiie castle is, by the no^ 
tives, ascribekl to Owen deridour, perhaps the 
consecjuence of the famous battle of Usk, fou^t 
between hinl iand the prinde of Wales, A; D, 
MOB, in l^^ftttch 0*^n wa& defeated with Ihd 
h» of.jL50O rofihis mepL, and his soft tdcectjpri^^ 
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soner. Owen Glendour, or Glendwr, was m 
much estimation, with the Welsh,/ who still con* 
ceive him worthy of b^ng reverenced, and Inain^ 
tain, that his ccmsqqueno^ was s^ch as to; have 
his: birth attended with extraordinary prodigi^i 
H0X.LINGSHEAD tells us a singular story^ that 
at his birth his father's horses were found standings 
in a torrent pf blood ; and Shakbsp£AR£ makes 
him say of himself, that . • i 



** The front of Heaven was full of fieiy shapes^ 
** of bursting cressets — and at my birtb> 
** the frame and the foundation of the earth 
*' shaked. like a coward. 

" At my nativity 

» 

'< the goats ran from the mountains, and the herds 
** were strangely clamorous in the frightened fields* 
** ■■ I can call spirits from the vasty deep, 

*' And teach thee, cousin, to command the devH.'^. 



:' During the r^gn of Richard IL Owen was In 
favor at court, and possessed great inilucsnce, 
insomuch that Reginald, lord Grey, of Ruthin, 
(who w;^ at enmity with him), could not obtain 
a desirj^ relat^g to a portion jofland which separ 
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ratod his estate from that of Owen ; but In the 
succeeding reign of Henry IV. Owea was clis^- 
c^ountenanced^ and Reginald procured his claim ; 
^1^ on: an. unsuccessful appKcation to' Parliament 
npim tiii|5 busihe8s> Gtendwr took up arms and 
Asserted his right to the crown of Wales^ as t 
fineal descendant from Llewellin. His first entefii 
priize was the defeat and capture of his opponent 
Reginald, whose estates Wjere consequently j^ 
kged. Edmund Mortimer, uncle to the earl of 
March (who was heir to the crown at Richard's 
death), raised an army to oppose Glendwr, anno 
1400, but was taken prisoner, and his army dis- 
comfited. The king also went with intention of 
giving him battle, but, owing to tempestuous 
and singular sterns, was under the necessity of 
withdrawihg his fbfces. This circumstance was 
looked on by the parties, as purposely contrived 
by tlie magic' o^* ihfe Welsh chig^ *hd contributed 



to rE^si^ His c<Ai9eiquen^ with 1^ acttier^Ats. 



•i-..;> 
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As Hetiiy was by mfeify ' cfis^aied ian usiu^yf 
Owen was Assisled hy loWt Pw^y^, the eafls-^ 

Worcester and Northumberland i and his qaptive 
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Mortimer at last joinedin the schfflfie to dedirone 
the king; but this project was defeated by the 
event of the famous battle of Shrewsbury, in^ 
which contest the prince of Wales (afterwards 
lienry V.) was wounded in the face by an arroWf 
but, not dispirited, he, gallantly continued in- the 
battle till the victory was acquired by the king's 
forces on the 21st of July, 1403. 

After this, the royalists being partly sent furthep 
northward, the several castles and posts which 
the king had in Wales, were confided to the care 
of diiFerent persons of known fidelity; among the 
rest we find Usk was entrusted tp Sir Edward 
Charlton, of Powys. 

Glendwr well knowing that Charles VI. king 
of France (father-in-law to his late sovereign, 
Richard 11.) wanted not inclination to avenge his 
death, entered into a treaty which was agreed 
upon at Lanpardam, in 1404, to assist by an 
invasion of England, and the Scots were also in 
his favour : he had a defeat in Montgomeryshire, 
and from thence retired into Gwent ; his next 
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action was at Craig-y-dortb, where he gave the 
earl of Warwick considerable trouble, and it 
was with, difficulty the earl could prevent the total 
devastation of the country. He was unsuccesi^l 
gt the l^ttlte of Usk, ka which he lost 1500 of 
his men; and was still more unfortunate a^t tha 
battle of Grosmont, where his army of 8000 m«a, 
commanded by his eldest son Griffith, were com- 
pletely beaten, Griffith taken prisoner, and his 
vncle Tudor killed ; this disaster greatly daunted 
the Welsh, who principally \x\, Monmouthi^ra 
and Glamorgan submitted to the king; and in 
order to finish the;^ rebellion, tl^e king personaH]^ 
guided an army into the Marches, but storms aad 
tempests frustrated him, so timt what Shakb^ 
SPEARE put into Glendwr's .mouth, appears to 
have some foundation in fact— ^ 



<< Thxe^ tini^ hatU Henry Bo^ing^roke nuide hea4 
** against my power — thrice, from banks of Wye 
" and sandy bottom'd Severn, have I sent 
f* him bootless home, and weather-beaten back." 



tie, thedoke 
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Glendwr, and furnished him with 12,000 men^ 
who landed at MUfbrd, headed by Marshal de 
Rienx and Anbert de Hugueville; with these 
Glendwr acquired fresh vigor^ and pushed oa 
with devastation through Southern Wales unto 
Worcester, where the king in person opposed 
him a^ Woodbury-hill, and by preventing supplies 
and necessaries from reaching Owen, and other 
dexter<His manceuvres, obliged the Frenchmen to 
letire into Wales, and finally to return to France. 
With the fortune of war, did his former adhe- 
rents also forsake him ; and though Glendwr 
was m>t entirely subdued, and frequently com- 
tnitted devastation, yet in the end he was obliged 
to secrete l^knself amongst the central mountain$ 
and fortresses, particulariy Rinlimmon. 

To revenge the turbulence of Glendwr, Henry 
enacted severe laws against the Welsh in general^ 
and pfoceeded in such measures as would ultir 
mat ely hax?e exterminated the remsun^ of manners 
and of men, or have sunk them into the most 
d^raded al^ects : but this malicious^ intenticHi 
wea frustrated by the death of the king ; and Im 
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•son Henry V. of a more noble and generous dis* 
position, sought only to conciliate the people by 
measures more likely to ensure success — ^to par-^ 
don Owen and his followers ;. but this. scheme 
was interrupted by the death of that remarkable 
chieftain at his daughter's, where he had long 
lived in disguise. 

Among the Welsh chiefs, Owen Glendwr is 
certainly one of the most singular, and however 
erroneous his views might have been, still we 
cannot but wish he had finished his life in a more 
respectable manner; if we consider his peculiar 
situation, we must admire his perseverance ; and 
we are told his prudence was equally meritorious : 
his character was sufficient to close any engage- 
ment ; and for enterprise and warlike bravery, he 
may rank in the first line : not only in the field 
was his bounty extended, but encouragement was 
held out to every one in the most liberal manner; 
the Bards were patronized by him, and revived 
those innocent means of handing to future, 
fame the actions of the w(»thy, or stimulating 
ardor in the breast of the w£|rrior by those ani^ 
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fftnting effiiBi<;>ns in whioh the B^s were so- wdt , 

skilled. * 

The Welsh have long been enthusiastic in Umi 
eulogies of tWs chief, arid particularly at Ma- 
chynlleth, wbere-in 1402, the"Stfttes of the Prirt- 
cipality were assembled, and gave him the crown 
of Wales. In the outset of his career he was 
nearly assassinated by- David Gwn, of notoriety'; 
but after imprisoning the transgressor for sohie 
time, he mi^anlmously pardon^ him'^'' For 15 
yeare did Owen accupy the attention of Henry 
IV. and all the skill and courage of the prince, . 
who, instead of detesting, seemed to veneriite the 
prowess, of his opponent, and on bis accession to 
the throne was wilfing to negotiate with.Gkndwr, 
and eventually to have pardoned him and his ad- 
herents, had not the death of the chi^ prevented 
h. The same terms were offered to and accepted 
by his son Meredyth ap Owen; and unanimity 
was once more restored to the kingdom. 

On leaving Usk, I beg to recommend to the 
traveller to poMue the road to I^t^pool, wtuch 
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is not only interesting by its diversity of pic* 
turesque scenery, but gratifying by a sight of its 
manufactory, for which the place is celebrated. 
Having appoint&d ray late guide at Caerleon to 
meet me, I returned by that place, as I had en- 
trusted him to negotiate the purchase of some 
ancient relics; -finding by experience that far more 
advantageous terms could thus be made, than 
by my own personal application. 



Ascending the hill to Christchuriidi, I was again 
requit^ by that delightful scene, which would 
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AimiEii everlasting entertabiment' to* the ^k with« 
out bang weaned by a tetfious sameness : on 
pursuing the same road, it receires an additional 
chum by the Usk stealing from the Brisb^.iAm^ 
nel in innumerable windings' i^- to "NenpOTt^ 
where Jt is seen bathing the walk: of its cattls. ■ ;i. 




This place was; in tbe^^^i^ ]«ignige> called 
Guenthige, and;tfaDU{^it'ifcnot.'of large^iestent, 
contains sevfarel gdod faoua^, pHncipally sboitf the 
market-pbee ; . the num.tfmtm-iiiibtBMly steep, 
and the habitations on one ude are dbnuderably 
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dersteii above the road^ wha-e the pavement is 
not only roughs buft^in many tespects dangarous^ 
Gcmtmuiiig to St WooIqs churchy on the top of 
Aa: ML . The towa has. Bothing pecoliarly attrac-* 
five in iis 'ippcjtfaiioe) by streets long, narrow, 
aiid j&gkjh Tel Us situtfiiQii ia in every reapcict 
$aftilll^S»'e<^^^ traffic; it is about 

'tfirtt>1s)SP^ '&b^^ which originally was 

the;^Mj^,4^; ]>ut Ming into disrepute, 
andi^^% ni^er up the river, the present tpwn 
arose l^rotfi its deca^, and is denominated Ne\«/*- 
port W-d^titei^^ the. old one. The 

river ifeisi lifend& t6 tlie channel is broad, deep, 
and safe; and with, ks windings is about seven 
miles. 



' *-. 



It mtM^ of latter years have much increased, 
for Le^land' descriBes'^ it as a *' town yn ruine," 
and mentions three gates as standing, of which 
twoi:m^ noir ^ seeiH though none of the walls 
that' onoe. snrroundedi it' caa be discovered ; this 
to^ was . ia. early ages ait appmdage to the 
fl^nhlp of>:€iaiiidiigaa^ comprdbendkig all the 
^^bijMry which lay. between the mers Usk and 
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Neath; the bijdge ii4uch has not ^Ma- <Mm4 
piieted much more than a twelwmonthy i$' a plai^ 
hut neat structuve of £ve arobe^i .ttmi appeava^ 
be atmng and diuabk^ wUeh the. great- tf»^ 
tents that in bad %ifeathec cbafeharge thedls^Wes 
fjmn the mountiuul idto thia atieaai^ rtqak^ il 
to be. Coal is rei&arkably pleii|iful5;atui good of 
iU kind^ and yields a considerate dowrce cf ; pi^ 
to the place> from the hu*ge quantities expc^ed 
to Bristol and inanjr othar parts* Idadditicnit* 
coal, there is a greaC traffic for bar md pig vf0Q^ 
and all necessaries, .furniture groceries, 2(c. are 
^re impc^rtedfor tbe servioe 4^ Ifaie ato'dvudto 
eoontry* Two vessds fre M^okr in sailing SfH 
JBifistol on Tuesda}^, and return Thursdays Cnt 
Fridays, and have gentarally a sumber of passen^ 
gers ivho attaid the laadLeto with tlieir Tiricm* 
articlesi 

Newpoft tsi a» ytet tisbllaiitd odjp ar c»ek of 
Ganfiff^jsoihak ifl kolbneB^^rnvme^wad 4^utwriidt 
afe indkuied cUEHier/tiiait liead^ bat k bidaJai^to 

» {dwe of ibae 4Donse«|Uflqqe> «a 41 panal M 
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t)eeh completed for the more ready conveyance of 
the coaly iron^-&c. from the mountains to the 
quays : to persons accustomed to the convenience 
of -regular quays, Newport will appear contempt-^ 
ibtey from the slovenly mode of loading and 
itntoadkig upcm- stages wbidi totter under tl^ 
i^rk; and the vessels are l3ahg on the banket 
once, steep and filthy : it is to be hoped the spirit 
6f' ehterprize will not rest with the completion 
ctf* the canal^ but contribute for the convenience 

of -^rop^r quays and safer births. 

' • .' . • ■ ~ 

>^ lit the leng& of the canal from Cromlech td 
Ibe bason at Newp<H-t, there is a faU of 624 feet 
^ w^ter,' by 52 locks $^ and about three mites 
frcmi Newport, a succ^sbn of 15 locks eadh 
hito the odier :has a: singular, aj^iearance, which 
causes a rising of 1 80 feet by the whole; - The 
expectations of the town for an increasing busi- 
ness is so greats that tiiey have it in coni^- 
plation to make a dmm-road fix>nfi the coUisrafil 
«id: £actorie$ up: the oouatry: to be contigiio^ 
ta thejcansAyiia^d: carried a. considerable dSsttooe 
fiaQ[n;ihe:pQesQiit ^^y%:\^i9^j^sxtm\i}i^^ 
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avoid the tedious wkiding^s of the stream ' and 
£icilitate expedition^ and to insure al alitimesa 
r^ular supply which might be prevented . by tte 
canal being frozen^ or other casual impediments, , 

From, the church yard may be ^ seen an extent* 
Wfft and beautiful prospect/exhibiting most of the 
prmcipal mountains in the. county;' die S%afi* 
Loaf b^ond Abergav«iny is vory conspicuous^ 
aiid Twm Biu'Iwm and tlie Machen HHl skew, 
their bleak :summHs t the eye wsatdefs with^ de*^ 
light over the ^eactensive levels (tf Wentloog, part 
INI thickly gn)u|)edwiitk treat tt> reseoable a i;i^ood, 
iind rendered iittttnestiiig hf %^tm peeping abov^ 
tliemy otbo^ r^ivese|itiog'>'n which appear 

to^ have suiifered the evils of >iiittidation from the 
n€%hiiburiR^:<st|l^ bqntaid ttu^ SemiHx> 

the high lands of Somersetshire and GioteMser^ 
shire ; in fine and clear weather this solemn repo- 
i^tcuy of ^.^epbrtad sl)eliig5 wUlk^x»fcv;bidy^ idfl^d 
aiiitableJ::reiko(ioibsy^« but git'ead exhibition of as 
beattlifid L^andcTaridi -a natural; fHcture ^ mos!; 
eminences; nor does its peculiarity rest with its 
eilternal views, as the interior ^exhibits fine spe« 
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ctmens of Saxon architecture by its pillars^ and 
numerous wreathings which richly decorated the 
arches* 

The church is dedicated to St. Woolos, a 
saint of high honor with the early Weldfi^ itnd 
is reported to be the eldest son of a Dimetiaii 
king in South Wales, and married to a daughter 
of •& Brecknockidiire prince, by vt^hom he had St» 
Kenna and the great St. Cadoc^ founder of: Lfaa^ 
carvant for some time previous to his death ht 
was eieokplary in retirement^ and rigoroua in 
ihanner; bis clothing iwas sAckclothf bta.ibQ4 
fcarley bread strewed^ ivith ashes^ ind his ^dfyflk 
water; he rose to prt^er at inidnight^ andaul^ 
ttsted by the labour of hxn hands; he died itdir 
the end of thl» .fifth oentiiry, {^ri&^ h^, pn 
raclcs*. 

* 

' When the dhttroh was or^liaUy founded it 
mieertain^ but the Saxon and Nortnan woork* 
Snaaship so plainly percdvible convkice ui at 

• tires of tlic SMati« 
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earty date^ but the tbwer mss "aMiJk to it : ^f 
Hmry III. In gratitnde &^ >si]^al «^ hi 
teceived from the inhabibaiit^ tod: the eete'U of 
Glocester (who wab< the possessor of the cas^ 
tie), i*i opposition) 'to ttieirebeii^uiidfer'the eaii^of 
Leicester; his statue was plated in^ the fronts 
where it still is to be seen headless, having been 
<htts mutilated by Crbixi wcKii soldiers* ; • ' ^ 






There is a tradition'of a^ ^ream ih the neigh* 
b0urhood o£ Newport cdled Nant^Kentham, dis^ 
tmguished by the^ adurantage \lai% Henry if: 
dc^ved^ hatn Mis ireckled &ce whea passing^ ovi^r 
it% it having beeii/ feretbld by^ MbrHn Sylveslw 
tiiit they should be ri3on4uered by^ a prince ao 
nlati^ed by nat^, snd who would pa^s tluA ford; 
di^ tlus the Wdl^ Submitted without oifeniig 
tiie^least resistance, jvd^ng th^ op^sitiou would 
be violating the alcf^d t^ which they ever fdt 
Acmselvfes bottrtd tt*,l>y the pre^Aifec 

^ At one end 6f the bridge stand the rtmains of 
the ancient castle, erected by Martin, lord of 
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Cemais, and strengthened by the earl of Gloces^ 
ter and Bristol ; excepting one part at the farthest 
tad' fwhicfa i^ inhabited by a pbor family), the 
whole 18 now in rains, and only serv^ as a 
sef6^ retreat for those bipds which aedb for an 
umiisturbedr. haunt. > 






It has been a strong building, though not very 
large, one side has its foot standing in the river, 
where it hadian entrance under ; an arch guatded 
by a portbuHis ; over this was the principal room 
rdofed with stone, and an octagon towfer flanjud 
the whole : the other three sides had a deep mMt 
mrcHinding tiionof taotlesis than 2a yards ovdr; 
tamoy, parts: of - the building shef^ng. tha gothic 
ffyle, and indicating it -to have had additbhs dar« 
sn^ the Norman age, and m the several (fisturb« 
ances* firom the surrounding Welsh, was^ vtiy 
serviceable tot check their progress, or in wlk^ver 
hands it was, to give a tenipoiBty aecurity* Not 
far from it was an institution for Friar Preachers, 
and the hou^e was granted by Henry VIII, in^the 
35th year of his reign, to Sk Edward C«n. 



loi 



Maud, the eldest daughter >f Robcrt^Fika 
hamon, among other possessions grahtecff^efw^ort 
to her husband; • ifeobert eai? ^ <5lc)fcestferUn<i 
Bristol, who by hid skflKm-^diiiis was'thfe 11^^ 
of placing his ndpHevv; 'Henryl'HT on thei th?dne: 
there are undouBfed proofi iliat"^revidus-t<i fiiS 
time the castfe' was" erected, ^aira'^fongly ^jfitr- 

t f T ■ ' 

, Soned ; at his^\le«h it beckltne 1t&^ propiitjK if 
the earl of Hertford by^rtarria|e :^^n'l3i^ ifc wk*| 
witflthe tovm, given ixy mip^^ v^ rr^^ 
Hugh de Audley, but her sister having- marriedi 

^ the renowned favourite of Edward II. Hugh le 
Despenser, she was Obliged to surite^dor- iSn&s '^rt 
of he* property, ^mdfhe prnfeuHpefl ife inhabiftttfta 
k^charter of ccfii^ierafelc privitege[ : Mth6di)wn^ 
fell ^f ^afe haughty' miniiDn, it was •^^tumed'to 
^ De* ^idMy^ -whose -daughter ifitorjriiig the Imu^ 
of Stafflferrd, a ^»Sn^ greatly respited fr^ Edward 

Illf^ho, for ©ntMrit seffiees "Arfe^^ at tnd 

. . * . ... ^ 

celebrated battte of CVessy, ^aS^crda^ eari of 
Herefbrd,- (and it is wortJiy of remark, that New 
port and 'Nefehefwtnt furnished sixty men with 
lances in that important coirflict)^his descendants 
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tnjaytd the same until Edward, the third duke 
of iBuckingham, was executed by order of Henry 
VIII. who seized it and sold the castle to the 
Herberts^ of St. Juliaa's,, from whom it descended 
to the, Powis* family ; it was afterwards purchase4 
by Charles Van, Esq. of Lanwerne, but tha 
castle is now in two distinct properties ; the tower 
neat the bri^gp and the manor of Newport are 
the property of the marquis of Worcester, ami 
the remainder belongs to William Keymeys, Esq. 
of Mayndee. [ 

' ■ . . ' .. 'j 

. JPm'suing the left-hand road from St. Woolos 

church, Cardiff presents itself at the extremity of 

an exceeding pleasing and interesting ride of 

twelve miles. B^ween the third and fourth mife^ 

stQpie^ passing over the wooden-piered bridge that 

prosses' th^ rivei; Ebwy, an elegant man^on ji9 

observed : : the^ grounds and plantiations about- it 

are extensive, and remarkably varied in the beauty 

of their scenery. The park^ which is well stockfd 

with 4eer, rises with graceful ascent, until it breakf 

into numerous ; en^inences, pleasingly capped with 

fine timber, shading vestiges of ancient warfare, 
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intermixed Mfith hanging woods, bewildering the 
eye in every fanciful pleasing variety. 

-. * • 

A mountain stream meandering through the 
vale, and contributes to adorn the mansion by 
supplying the canal that flows near it. 

Approaching an aged man who wa§ at woi^ ou 
the road, whose appearance carried evidences o£^ 
information, with manners softened by a formec 
more elevated sphere of life, induced me to en- 
quire of him the name of the place and proprietor : 
the sensatidns of his mind urged the hasty reply 
of, *^ Tredegar, the seat of Sir CharIiES Morgan; 
*^ Bart." nor could he desist from making a 
declaration in his benefactor's praise, with a 
warmth that bespoke a flame of gratitude was 
kindled in his heart, which could only lie extin- 
guished by the close of his life. On my asking 
Mim if the house was not damp from the lowness 
#f its situation, being so near the canal, his ani- 
mation in an instant fled, and sorrowfully leaning 
on his spade, made no reply, but appeared lost in 
contemplation, or pensively reviewing the bounties 
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of its possessor : anxious to know the cause of this 
change, but unwilling to disturb the meditation of 
his niind, at length repeated the question ; he pre-^ 
served the same posture, with shaking his head, 
and after ^ lengthened pause, exclaimed the cruel 
prophecy, and said it had been foretold, Ruperra* 
would become a victim to the flames, and that 
Tre4egar would find a watery grave, by bdng 
undermined by subterraneous springs : the formefj^ 
added he, has been verified ; and directing his 
eyes to the latter, they became too much daz» 
zled by the rhetoric of his sensibility and grati«s 
tude to make any ob^servation on it; but his 
tongue expressed its fears that such a fatali^ 
should happen, by which he should be denied 
offering those blessings to its possessor, whicbi 
were the constant and only tribute he could pajf 
for his beneficence. 

Every eminence on this road unfolds aa 
enlarged map of ocean, and a more extensive 
prospect of the level of Wentloog, 

■.--*-••, 

^ Another house beloniing to Sir Chariks Moeoait^ IMW*> ' / 
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The churches ofFeterstone^ St. Bride's. Marelv» 
fiield^ &c. with numerous white cottages/ euliye^ 
audi embeltish the view; ^nd the broad sheet of 
watef as far as the ^e can rea^hy seldom is with- 
out vessels of all descriptions gUdixig over it. r; ^ 



#.•■■■ 

: ' V . - ... I 



At five miles and a half is Ci^stletown, a small 
but neat village ; at seven and half; St. Melon's % 
and at the distance of three from Cardifi^ wei 
cross the bridge over the Romney, whose wind- 
i))g course divides the counties of Mpnn^uth 
apd Glamoi^aa^ Of this bridge^ the dilapidate 
$t4te is sufficient to create fears in the timid 
Inr^t, {Sufficient to render it an object of repar-: 
atioOy and sufficient inducement: otQ^ai|y,pi^lie 
6{nrit to enforce the Act ^ ^Parliament, 



* ■ ^i. . T 



The entrance to the town of Ganiiff n festter 
an4 more pleasing than is customary with old 
towias. The butl^g on the right assumes 
the air' of qaonas^c ruinsj and has been 
the' habitaiytion' of wh^te: friar^t A considerable^ 
portion pf ^§ dd walls ; are; remaining, an4 
also thosei which i.|V!eDia:«d4id i^t, tbf^- greater 
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ttrength and xortvenience ot merlons or battle- 
ments^ in the troublesome time of Charles L 
Its shape was nearly square^ and there iseem to 
have been towers at each angle of the wall; a 
great part of Cock's Towfer is now standings 
beautifiJly arrayed in a rich drapery of ivy; 
the whole was sunt)unded by a deep ditch, part 
of which now is appropriated to the purposes 
ef the canal,* 

The town itself is clean, well provided, and 
convenient, tblerably well built, and pleasantly- 
situated in a flat fertile country. The town-hall 
has a respectable appearance when viewed oh the 
front, and the broad open street facing, is whem* 
the markets are held on Wednesdays and Satur* 
days, when every article in season may be abun* 
dantly procured^ and tolerably reasonable. 

Cardiff appears to be rising fest inta crtise-^' 
quence as a maritirne port, from its canal, which* 
fe judiciously planned and well completed; the 
bason (as it is called) although not wider thaa 
would ^convenlently^^iiccofmhiddatethreie k^^ shipd' 
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abreast^ yet fipm its length and depth, is capable 
pf containipgv some hundreds, it being upwards 
of a niile in length, and increasing in width to- 
^irards the^ sesi^lacii. Vessels come up cloB^ : to 
Jhe town, to take or discharge the^r, cargoes, wiUi* 
put any regard tp size or burthen^ and are always ' 
ailoat, to thi^'^^t advantage of the merchant^ 
jSi^d benefit of fhe; place : the entrance chamber 
to it from the sea is sufficiently deqp for the 
largest , man of war^ being carried down to fcb^ 
bed pC the fiver (for the canal is considerably 

« 

The whole length of the canal from Her- 
eby roTj^fi^t^L^M^ Riore.thali 25 miles, and 
^? f^U of ; w^|€Ki fijom its heft<J to the seaJock, 
is ;Si68 •feet,:^ve?inches; its course almost sur* 
r<«^njiSi tljcptownj for, after leaving the bason^ 
^t }^ qoptmi(^4 ^.t|^ direction of the walls till it 
|i^s6S) neaii^ the new bridge and; then follows 
pr^ty nearly th^ course of the Taflfe : although 
it is not nl^e'than four feet deep at most, th^ 
^arges carry ^om 15 to 20 tons, and one horse 
Is generdWy found sufficient to haul them. 



r 
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* The ivalks, in fine weather, oh the sidefr of the 
fcjlson, are very' pleasant, and pi*es€(nt delightM 
prospects; and the high prbitiontoiy, or head- 
tend b^re you, IS called JPen-narth t the church 
on the extreme top serves as a sei-mark ; ind the 
two islands direcUy in sight are the flat and stfcej> 
Holmes: the fljrt, though appareritry hiar^'j^cit^ 
fe not less than iiine miles distant — and bet^veen 
the tVo Are three miles more. Should (which is 
Wften the caSe) a number of vessels be at anchor, 
waiting for e wind, the scene is tiulj^ grand \ but 
at all times vessels are moving in some directks^ 
or other. 






' The river Tafifehia^ anftizingly lalfered it^t^oXiHi 
of late years, and has approached the walls ef th6 
town: there are many persons who remember 
that tlie utmost strength of a man could not 

. • « • • 

throw a stone from St. Mary'^ chureh yard Mto 
the river; yet such has been the fury of lift 
stream, when swelled by mountain freshes^ Ikftd 
the many water-courses which fell inio it; that 
fiearly the whole church yard is wetted away, anii 
discloses the graves dT the buried ; zsxi 
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every description are visibly sticking about the 
bank: this must be viewed with regret, to 
observe/ the little attention paid l)y the living; 
a siacred charge due to the ashes of the dead* 
The foundations of several houses . have been 
destroyed, and unless precautions are taken ti> 
preserve those now adjoining, they will, in all 
probability, share the like destruction, St. Mary's 
churchy and many dwellings, were swept away by 
an uncommon and dreadfully destructive rise of 
the tide in the channel, in the year 1607, and 

r 

have not since been rebuilt; so that although 
Cardiff has two parishes, there is but one churchy 
called St. John's, a neat structure, having not an 
inelegant tower, which, though plain in itself, is 
well set off by the lightness and beauty of the 
pinnacles and battlements. 

Cardiff was originally known by the name of 
Rhatostabius Ostium ; and on the invasion of 
Britain by the Romans, their general, Aulus 
Didius, raised a fort, and garrisoned it> to keep 
the Silures in awe. From this circumstance the 
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Cambro Britons gave it the name of Caer-didi 
ft next had its name from its situation on th^ 
Taffe, and Was called Caer-tafFe, CaerdafF, or 
Caefrdiff ; from whence it has corrupted to Cardijff. 
The date of its founding is said to have been in 
1680, but it certainly must have been consider- 
nHy earlier, from what is above related ; and if 
rdiahce is to be pTaced on the Liber Landavensis 
now in LiandafF Cathedral, it will be found 4hat 
Meurich, king of 'Glamorgan (thfe father of the 
famous Arthur), was a native of CalxlifF. * 

_ ^ ... , ., • 

TRiat, hdxvever, the town is ancient, and had 

been of nioment l!6 several monarchies, the^ castle 

and its appfendages fully evince; and Justin ap 

Oiir^n. Warf 'the last Welsh pnhrife who occupied 

it. It was rebuilt in the style aifid^ strength of e 

Norman fortress, by Robert earl of Glocester, in 

the Veign of* Hehry L" IrililOl, when the Mont- 

gomery family wfts' ift rebellidn, he«Kted by the 

ttivh of* Shrewsbury and Pembroke, several occu-* 

pifers of fortresses in the! marches joined, and were 

suppressed by the rfBOve-named monarch • and 

the territory of Cardiff A\^as given to Cadwgan, 



LoMlon^ wbo was.a wardek of the roarchfes^*. .'rhi 
UlO^ Robert Fit£hamon> alte hss con^ti^roC 
Glamo^^gani^iire^ lUvided thci comHry -adioDg bSa 
twelve Nomuun knights^ but. resetrved Ou:d)ff)t» 
tamself^ which; be eidarged and str^gthened 
for his resideinoe. Jt wias isoon a^ . taken . lnjr. 
one Ivor Bach^ a Britpn^ who dw^lt in the mcfttn^ 
tains: having marched here pnvat^y wHh bis 
party in ihe nighty he suddenly surprised the 
€»Bt\e and carried away the earl of Glocester^ 
(a gjrandsoa of Kt^hamon), with his wife and son, 
sfo^ iletained them until he had received aatis*- 
Action for some injuries done him. In 1131^1 
it was taken* l)y XJeweUyn'^s forces^ under Mel«; 
colm and Rhys^ and in 1233 by tl^e e|rl p§ 

ft 

Pembroke for jHeniy IIJ. 

As tjbe c^tle^ ifCf declared for pharles L it 

> ' . * ■■ ■ 

usas jbesieged by Oliver Crcnnwell in person/ 9ndj 
through the treachery of a deserter^ it surrf|i4cre(l 
to him^ but the rascal on applying for his reward^ 
i^ind Oliver sensible of the desertii due to ^ 

• Welsh Chronicle* 
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dasttir^i tvho abandons his. catii^ ; ^^hd though liif 

toiiefittd by the ^ct, ^fileffed him te bo imfin^ 
ifatdy fi^mgedr'' ^d gabtecranebu^ ;pd6sage ifit(i 
tbi gdrrkonv by ->«jrbich tbk ^itLs.osffected, rweftt 
iHkd^ the Taflfe, and a short' t^e : sincfe/' ort 
feci prop^efe>r of the Inn cilltd* ^the GSandi^ 
J!i*ins;pqplaif4ng of enlarging the^ ceHar,'^ ttaet 
Tv^^^kmelti fell into u^iat is supposed to hst»e 
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ft te «*t Sasy to form a c6rte(St 4dea of Ulia^ 
©i^nrf 6hap6 and figure of the fhain^ dastle, sjftde 
H hiS Undergone conaderable alt^ation, with att 
kiieki tto make k ia fai^hionable re^iijtehce, biit the 
actions are so little in unison witlt die old bui1d« 
mg> thAt its charactmistic grandeur ^s lost in Ifee? 
design; the present heir to it bdng a minor, all 
reparation and improvements have been stopped 
Hnt9 he €3i^ be of age; and as the workmen left 
theii^ labor, so to thi« moiivent it l^mains, all in 

§ 

dirt aiiil confusToht 



« 



There are several pictures, bttt chiefly een^ 
sisting of family portraits of the Windsor's, and 
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the unions by matrimonial alliances to the^Mount- 
stewart's ; they are principally painted by Van- 
dyke, Kneller, and IJ)^})! ; there is one in the 
breakfast parlour (li9plays the powerful effect of 
light and shado\¥ on the armour, so eminently 
distinguished by the former artist's pencil, and 
in the drawing-rqpm are whole lengths of the 
marquis and marchioness of Bute, in. which 
Romney has very happily harmonized his bold- 
ness of colouring, by uniting great ajSability 
with high dignity; there is also ^ a piece repre- 
senting the inside of the keep, pamted by Ibbet- 
6on, which has cb^ to merit : in., one of the 
rooms are diownJdxf^ halls d;irowxi,by Cromwell's 
ordnance, two .0f l^em iron, the, other stone, of 
about eighteen poimds weight; two were found 

in the keep, and the oiher on me green, 

. • • • 

. -• ■ ■.-.:••■•-, 
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At one corner of the green, on an' high mound 
of earth, are the remains of the keep, which i^ 
peculiarly attractive on passing the entrance gate i 
this building is of eleven sides, excluding the cen« 
tre tower, which is octagon, and thick enough tQ 
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have 3 stmr-case and communications with upper 
apartments for observation and conveniencies, the 
walls are sod to be confiriued to the bottom of 
the mound, arid are so extremely hard in the 
cement, more difficult to dtnde, than the stones^ 
which are of rfll -axes : of tWs tower, it was the 
kitention of Uie late marquis to have made a 
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large and elegant, single room, with -copper roof, 
and sky-light ; llie whole to have been *-elI 
finished and fitte(j up. 

An entrance tower to the castle still remains, 
but whatever we may admire in its structure/ its 
history chills our approbation, and casts a sorrowful 
gloom on the mind ; it is called the black tower, a 
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Aftme most consonant to the inhuman stain it has 
endured, and which time can never wipe away^ 
where, in a room barely .15 feet square, rather 
under ground, and vnth only a small crevice near 
the roof, was the unfortunate Robert, the eldest 
son of William the Conqueror, unjustly and era* 
elly confined for 26 years, by the power of his 
unnatural bi:6tbeii,Henry..I. and it has been said, 
with every degree of severity, in addition to im« 
prisonment* 

Historians have -endeavoured to mitigate the 
rigor of his imprisonment, and it has even been 
asserted by one, to be utterly impossible for any 
human being, to have existed iii the dungeon a 
twelvemonth ; ' therefore, suppose hiiii to have 
enjoyed the whole range qi the building. Lord 
Lyttleton, quoting the authorities of Odo Vitalis, 
and William of Malmesbury, says, ^\ Henry made 
" his imprisonment as ta»y %6, him as possible, 
** furnishing . him with arf" elegant table, and 
" buffoons '4a' divert him j pleasures which for 
'^ some years he tod preferred to all the duties 
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^ of sovereign, power.'' Others relate/ that oh* 
attempting to escape, the prince was blindody b^ 
folding a hot l)mssl3a8on:$o near his eyes, that 
the humours were dried u^; aiid.rthe optic n^es 
destroyed. Mathew Paris thus rdatei the caus^* 
of his death : : , 






It happened on a feast-iday, that kin^^Henx|r trying on a scnlettohe^ 
^* the hood of whichtbeing too streight, in essajring to put it on he tore one 
<f of the stitches, whereupon he desired one of his attendants' to calry it ttt 
*< 'Us brother, whose head tvaa smaller; it hating always haen his cuitoio^ 
** whenever' he had a new K>be. to sepd one cut off from the same doth tQ 
** his brother, with ^a polite message. This garment being delivered to 
<Kobert, in putdiigit on he felt the lMotlon'v^fa«r^^l^'l6tch Jbbld^^b^ 
^ biolGen, and through the negUgenOf of the tgylor voi^meaioiri^wi^qp^ 

*' hpw that place, came tom» he was (pld it was doqe by his brother, and 

•*• — ••'• ■ ■ ..!.•■ I' * - '. -^.' /■ ■ y.i, ."•*■ '■..•i:, Vi.I 

'' the whole story was related to him ; whereupon ftiUing into a violent 
^'passion, he thus izcUiiiii^: ^ahs! atos! ihavte^hved tba'lbitglbehold 

* ttiy younger brother^ a lazy derk, who tm ^pj^tfd me in my la^* 

* dom, imprisoned, and blinded me ! I who have been sofamoos in^arms ! t 
< and now, not content with these injuries, hcf insults me as if I were a 

* beggar, sending me hi^ cast-off clothes, as for almsP froflu that tiine 
^ZiMSt lefqsed to take 4iiy noonshmenl^ apd I9^i«)t>l7, wcfpipg i^ lar 
" mentmg, starved hixx|self to d^th : ho^was bu^ed,in Glocester cathedral* 
^ where his imagfc as big as life, carved in Irish oak^ and piiiited, it 
^'Tctrfiewn." 'A ^ • .- • ''^ ''v-Ucy ... i;r:^: . 
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; Ck>ntiguous is the guard ^rpo^wjberei^ 
^f watchfulness w«f never dqsqd^ and ahoye wert 

R 
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the iipartmefits for attendants, s|ore 'rooms/ajid' 
cbsemtions : from ti|is tower^: :to the keep oir 
the mou|id^ wa^^^strdng and thiok wall^ which,' 
0|l ^fing d(>V(^h^^ffid. destroying the finiiidatioDy 
was at the bottom discovered to ha^had a secret 
passage along the middle of it^ with ^fl6od4iatchei9 
and drop-gates : supposed to have been a way 
for saHyiiig;, or prtxitiring forage. ' The whole 6f 
die surrounding walls arid battlements have bejen 
i^epaired, .and the walks, are k^t in. clean ordery 
ind ajBfbfd to the inhabitants of Cardiff an ex-* 
qjelJeRli jpromen^ide, es^hibiting a beautiful and 
dfvar^ed view ia^ every direction; and from* 
ffie eminence at one comer, a rich and charm- 
ilg, -scene of ti^e channel and surrounding coup?^ 
tiyis^' presented-; the walks are open, and at tdi 
houre fr^e to aSiy'tthe. 

**CflI •• • 

... t. . kk • , • > . > . , •-...•. '. . 

Gaer^Miy is frofn Cardiff rather more than 
seven miles; at two from whence you keep to 

•^•'-''.-••^^•-■"•<J«i. . i..,.. J . 

ihe right through newly-enclosed grounds, azui 
on ascending Thorn Hill, a beautiful view of the 
^dSirtrjr -yott' Tjrivt^^^iassed arid- a'=wde extended 
Siids<^-"with' jof^i^anse bFwaft»; enrich tKe 
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|)ictiire. iFHe most rAmafkaWe peculla^k/ "^cSf 
Wales is the" vniverfiaf practice df whit^llhig a'ft 
dieir houses, nor 1* thei16^nafiPfdifFerto^ MtKis 
respect between the v31a ktfttthf^ cottigtf e^ tid»ce 
arises tiiat lively ^nsatibti' we ex^pcsrifeiiee in 
vfewitig any extent of pt^ett^ and the'tieat 
<Ksplay of ^ naturd beauty^ of the c>(3^ 

• r * r . • T 

,.1 ' . i". • , t. :t. 'I.- ^».jI»*./ ,-,lJi 

In a fine clear morhingy^Card^itppeaiPs^'td 
more advantage from hence, than elsewhere ; and 
the castle> with its ivy'd wtdls, formd aft uiler^ 
eating olyect; Landaff ruiso contributes^^ 't6 
embellish the steeiie, and>)ifae circumatMM^ of 
the houses bemg' exalted above the cathedrd/i^ 
noik only observable but a pleasing bontitit;'''^' " 

': Frooeedifig onward^ the &m$y ifr : M t<^ "iS^ 
pose hsalf enclosed by moQntaihs^ (wHfcU te "dtft 
fact in some degree) frcun ^wfaaoiQ^ occMonal^op- 
pdrtoniti^ : owiir from partal openings;; bf sur- 
veying splendid nattu^ gladdened by thengifts ct 
Providence iir every anirnated form; nor aJre these 
huge ridges vihich I was passing, useless to ^iti^ 
kind ; for th^ir bowele are jstored with' t^easare^ 
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and iipidiistry was cxertijig her efforts to attain 
it ; tte . cpyieries around were giving up . ..thfe 
stQrgil to, . numeron9.0pplic^iitS9 : and, rendered this 
{^ejp^ise lonely) tract .lively and amwing. j. After 
a^c^iding two or three more hiife, CaerphiHy's 
pondero)is( remains appear in the bottom^ and its 
dark QoJetir,^ strongly: i^ontrasted with the adjoin* 
ing white dwellings, causes sensations of delight, 
l>ut worci :o£ ^tonfclvnent . 
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I vr r» • ^\'r ■'»'••:. > ■• . . ■ • . • /;-■•-■ o , •> ■ * 

! Jfeis almoat unapcomitible^ that a fort^e^/ which 
for mi^j . strength^ ind 'cDmpaQtness^:.!i|i(hf)se rains 
jsyemJAQlv^.discoYer iliitd have had^ekgam , 

^ii^ lUilifiyi. and oo^doubt can. be entertained but 
it ha^ jteicojB the; hrunt of manjy. A.fldtonn; .and a 
great share in the broils and troubles of the prin- 
G^iiy, mi ^11 a$ Jjie .aff^rs , of .the; jdngdcniAL in 
9^el^idih(Mld'.hay)^B0.&w r€»[x>rd& lof tttr :evj»t8} 
or who: vWCXfi. its: posstesors ;. .ii^ this we arcr, ernbaet 
rassedby difficulty^iand^perplexed b)r uncieitaintyi 
und the inquisitiye^ .tehdder cannot b|it;be astont 
isheil fit Jthe little; jnfcrmation t0.be,:obtemed tSf 
th«nem»i9s,0f a {mI^ be caonotiiook on.,iintJbQiit' 



been thought to hn^e d^iived its ori^n irom the 
Bfiton&4 itnd aft!ervmrdi$'^to' have b€eii ilded asa 
garrison by the Romitis V founded by Bdi G^wr^ 
a king- of Britain^-and lyfother to th^ 'CrduliA 
general Brennus^ hear ^400 yeat^ ^piwibab^to the 
birth of i Christ; biit^aH liUsr cdtt^jeetubfe^mudt be 
vague and undetenninat€yiif6r no history xan fur- 
nish -any real information of its founder, or the 
time/of its founding : them-haive been' stories in 
cirouIation^of ' it$ havings been possessed 1^ Julius 
Gsesar^iahd also that he 'caused it ttxAsto'lhe^itBi^ 
dence^ of his daughter^ to preserve '■• hon monds 
fram i being iconiaminaibedj^^ examples of 

hiSfWifiEv hut' a slight e^slderatioii will confute 
any ^ such rrelation^$'iqr.4t U well known, that 
Jixlms' was/tiever in ^ this part of the country, 
nor were the Welsh ever subdued till Ostoriusfs 
time,, nor in coi^nplete 'subjection unttt Agricola.; 
therefore it is . highly: inqprobdble that:. Julius 
Csssar should trust his daughter in an enemy's 
country^ and such invetttate. cxies as tfae.JW'dsh 
were, v It has borne various^ turns ^ of fortune, 
according > to the success or defeat of ^the/parties 
ppgaged, 9nd ere gunpowder, was inv0itedl» must 



#ges;: and, wliile^piloviaiolw could be kiept witfuxt, 
woidd ifettler: abortive {aU aUii^: without.r . ,Wh^ 
jj)0^$$ed by 4Jbe turbiftlertt. Wd$h^ it i^nsgcons- 
jBiderabteiropedimcot tQ,the? ^tishr ^rtJ 48 .often 
^s it Gouid by ticiem • te ibbtmiied^i lw«8> hdd . w a 

check: oa the] Gambl^an** :- . - i:;: : r* r. 

» ■ , • M • . . . -. 

: : The?wl»k[biukBng^ tod erectiod^ bj^ttmgmgi 
36 6dki ti6 hsve been tnto mile^ in: drcum&rraoc^ 
^i^ ' thirteen draw-bridgeis^ . .where indtoationacdf 
ilMfa : ma^' bevabae^ on the liortte tod^^wHl^ 
«nd iSTWill i#ith ii^TeiJkedi. iiidies is/ff^^ 
«)tfractiveij 7 Arroa»d tower I was at^ ffikJi) angH 
and the.one[at[N<. N. W.^point is siiikgulaidjr be^y 
jttfoL^ :and. .demands (p«!tieular attentkm/ &ir 16 
^deep Jndrt^tatidh of ivy^ and being aeixaratCMl 
down: tfa^ ioiddl^f whmkiit nexhifaks> the. four 8t6> 
riei/whkdiJcoiliintniieated by galler^ :: > .^ 

7%e ^nd ha&^walb fO feet by 30^ an^.l? feet 
ill height/) sapportedwbgr 20 arches; tiro noUe 
vindqwHi.f^om: the ground reached the: lickJing 
4^itii9'Tdcim>*onq»mit^;^^ leaver imd|^#^ 
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with fruit like balls r the fire-place :b . ilear nine 
feet wide,.aad high in .proportion ; on. one side 
of this hall' are seven clusters of round pillars^ 
and each cluster has three busts to support them : 
at the- east end are door-ways eight feet high^ 
leaduig: to a yfopd of 70 yards by 4p^ and nearly 
in di^iniddte v^ a "WfSl. The whofe of the inte^* 
ricMT tmiUm by^a wall of con-* 

sidfj^^ta^^heig^t^ i^^ with 



< 4 



gdBbryi>>.'a»d ' above it was 'a';<ipl^.; aui|>'&9e«»et. 

only ohe peri^nt^uld^go abreast: at this ieastem 
end is thfe gateway, which contains three grooves 
fi>r-p()^ullises; the mill was between the outer 
Wall' ahd the moat^ and on the west side of the 
9tiii§i^4i low round place called the mint house, 
sttp{ioarted by three pointed arches# 
« - .~ ■ • • 

Of the whole ruins, extensive and cumbrous 
As they are, there is no part so truly remarkable 
a$ the. leaning towet ; when we contemplate its 
WCMidepftil'' situation, .or by what means it became 
t^f- -it^ fAek^s the mind lose itself in discuasing. 
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md fluctuate in conjecture, as the top reclihcf 




eleven feet and a half over the base : the a^nraft 
weaM^esa of its support^ and that so mutilator 
^ith the menacing attitude it assumes, thr^tea<: 
tng immediate doitnicuon to whoever shooldi^h' 
proach it, render it an object of inconc^veable 
interest, aqijis JtUowed.neaiiy, if not eq^ial!^; as 
great a curiosity .as the celebrated leaning -tolver 
of Pisa, in Italy ; tlus extraordinaiy object if) 
divided into two separa^ parts, from Jtbe. t(^ 
nearly to the middle, in such manner tl^t;)ei^ 
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flkie hangs over^ and the fissure is so wide^ that 
i walked easily through it. Having hetn informed 
that the best mode of observing the effect of i this 
astoiUBhang pile was to lay flat on the back close 
to its base^ I wais induced to try, and it surpassed 
injr expectation iti grandeur and de%ht^ until 
toMr interrupted, and prompted me to rise in 
ancb less time than was taken to pkce mysdf 
itaglhe ;po8itiokl, nor did I recover the sensation^ 
iqAA I was wdtoufcof ltd reach. 

^<ihto ojpinion of several pevioi|s di^j^ad^odtlfy 
wli»:liave coibp«BiA i^ /«^nodier (Mthiiiitiad 
foMiess is supposed to ^liave been the Ijai^t'ih: 
ti)e kingdom, excepting Windsor, and from 1 its 
^t magnitude and admiraUe structure, has faebii 
affirmed by miny to have been a Roman g»r- 
risbn : thit there might have herni-a i castte . on^ 
the spot is not unKkely, butithdrkav^. nbimaiks 
reHMdnihg, n<5r have coins or other ahidesibten 
found to ascertain the certainty ;^it may bei »f 
marked, that on all places known to be Roman^ 
nuinBerless fragmetiis of thdr labour were accus- 
tomed to bi^. stamped with 8om6 peculiar mark to 

s 
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denote the constructor, nor* were medals ever 
omitted to be strewed or deposited by them ; but 
nothing of this kind, nof even the smallest ves- 
tige of an implement or utensil has been hitherto 
found^ belonging to that natkmi* I shall not enter 
so deeply into the subject as to controvert the 
different opinions of others, or substitute ideaa 
of my own : the rains themselves will declare an 
^arly time, whether considered as the remains of 
the original, or the splendid addition to an. oldtr 
fabric. The earliest accounts I could find, began 
with:£hry%th ap:i«or ap Meurig, lord dP Seng* 
henn3rth (the present Caei^hilly) ; he. was: one ^ 
tl^ chiefs who attended. Henry IL in council^ ta 
restCRre . peace in the. Marches. In. the reign tof 
John, when Llewellyn ' had caused a revolt, and- 
was excommumcated by the Pope, he endeavoured; 
to. retain the. interest of Reginald de:Bi^Cie, cby: 
^ring hi^ daughtet into the family, and assigning^ 
to her hukband the important fortress of Saig*: 
henayth, now Caerphilly, 



. »-• . I « 



t -• *^- " - ..■. i. . . _ / ;• 4...' 2 

Wten.Heniy III. ascended the throne^iJ^plr: 
nsld. der Broee' retunxed .to .'his.:allegklni:^> Mid: 



UetfreSlyh immed&fely iissaulted Brecknocl^ the 
principal town^^sf hsU^lorcbhip^V but hy artful cofir 
trivance and dissimulation^ R^tnald persuaded 
U^Wdfyn as m^ the sieg^-utif -^Bredcildbk, 
ind restore id his family Senghehnytii; :or 
CiierphiHy. .. j -i./, / . ' n' c 






Some historians relate, that when the baroin 
itid the king made peace, the Welsh princes wefe- 
excluded, and afterwards perfi4iously tum^ thetr. 
arms against them; the earl of Pembroke violently; 
acted in this underhand business, and made dread- 
ful devastation in the Marches^ but Rhys Vyclum 
besieged, took, and destroyed the important fort> 
tress of Caerphilly, which had an Englii^ garrison, 
and also other fortresses; in fine,- he compelled the 
enemy to retreat, and regulated the Camlmana so; 
as to defend their territories;* * . 

t ■ ■ ' ■ ♦ - - .-•,;* 

»- - •• * V * • •' . - >;. 

Caerphilly became under the influence of -t&B' 
earl of Qare, by marrying his daughter to Rhys 
^^g9 ^ chieftain of great consequence, who 
duefly residied there as the principal barrier of 
Qamhria, sinderfhe destruction of Caerleon, wd 
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£t>in the stations of Red Castle^ Thoral^Il^ a^4 
Tju BarlwH;^ was strongly sepiiFed, 

After the deaj^h of X^wdlyi^^ and ^e ^Ar 
qoes^ of Wales by j^ward I, Rhys submitted 
to the English power; and Caerphilly,, or S^g-n 
hennyth, with all the hill fortresses, were deli- 
veredbv.up to the earl of Gloc^ter: Edwdrd 
afterwayd iziisitdd thc^ various ibrtreases» and 
particaiarly r ordered Cardiff and Caerphilly to 
be repaired, atmn^ened, aind beautified; 

-vil'/!» ■'. . . ..i .J . . . , , . J ■ ..;■"■ 

rfk tlne^ imfqrtvm^te - rdgn of Edward II.: the- 
Speh0cv8 having become the favourites of thr 
monarch ; tfaie king; ' the queen; and the liaeonf: 
W€^ at variance, and. commotions were iSkm^ 
(iOnBG^xwace i Hugohn Spencer waa for a 1qq|^ 
time besieged in paerphilL]^ caatk, which jak 
length surrendered to the queen, and thei 
JMohiiner.: . 
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in Ghendwr-s rebelHoo, Henry IV. confiMl- 
the castle o£^ Caerphilly to Gonatanttai hdf 
Do^ienser ; tU8ila^;.waa afMvanb copoefMl^ 
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in tbe plot of erv4ea¥Qufing to miseiher brotjij^ 
p[kt 4iifee qf Yqrkjto the throfie^ < raUd is aud 
tQ have ^onceaft^- measures with QleadviTr, whd 
yiBSf^ to hayei tgJtefti charges of' the earl ; of Marchi 
^ the duke, 'if she . could effe^rtheir^eaeape 
hfm captivity at Wkftd^ ; she (did i^focurp ^mt 
^Itesft, but, Oft th«ii? way to Caerphilly, werej 
w^ ii^^elf, retaJ^T^; however, rfie <^>ISatnedi ^ 
{tl^ii/; aiid waa >ri^ltated at^ this fyHreat^ « ' 

• ;•- ' .^^^ ^r.» •*-» »♦.■, "■,*"•' ' ".^» ,VT 

. . . '. . . ' • . • ■ ■ . i . . , . . ' W '. # J 

^hite: i I ¥taa . rambKng over: *hisr jnteresting 

J*fe> §b4 prying with delight iato . every part 

fu^cessd^Ie to the foot c^ iiM|uisitive Mpeaoarcli^af 

peiBon ^ of the plaee £^^oached, who, > after iQie 

ymwi^ aal^tatl6ns,: aooa betrayed \tj» provim^ 

vmu to ^ru<tf, and though .it w»s y^uih; 

still, information ftmn :a maa of ktten could 

mt be tefusedi; : nor eaa I. deny myself the 

sattsfkction of veriboUy detsuling' whaff cQiitained 

so much nai&Mlal preferenoe-: ;if /Thirnaafstl^' 

^ Sir^ is the oldest in the kingdom^ f^ndcc^** 

Itainly the most sespectable^ fijr^elegaiice^' 

f extent, and &me in histoiy; yarious^ have 

f ^)een the opinions of Its etymdofg^/faut^tfaia^ 
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^ Sir, may be depended upon ; on Julius Cb^ 
f ^nur m^ng' an attacb on this fabric, he 
^ found it irresistible, and impossible to acquire 
f it by diiit of scientific warfarfe, he therefore 
5 sought other means, and offered terms of 
^ capitulation '■ to its brave defenders, which^ 
f was conditionally • agreed tciy Mt the Welsh: 
t regarding the loss of thdr native langt^ge' 
^ moi« thUii the Ibs^ of ^ the castle, consentii^: 

* to its surrender, provided the name whereby 
t-;jt was in future to be cklled, shoold be 
^-half in Welsh and half in the language of 
^. its conqueror, but, with a reserved precc--^ 

* denoe of applying the first word to it; 
i this being ^ assented to, the W^lsh nained^ 
i CaeTy signifying a castle ; and Julius Caes^/' 
^desirous, of making it the residence of his^ 
f daughter, in . compliment to h^, named it' 
^ filial However improbable, was the story,i 

the. gmvity with which it was told would' faav^* 
induced the smile which had l>een coHectA^ 
iQ the detail,, to have burst ^ into . a lai^^^ 
had . not the fear of distressing the feelings' 
pf lanotdier ^bidden it, . 
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At length 1 was warned to depart, by thfe 
8un taking its diurnal farewell, and retking 
behind the mountains, leaving only the tinges 
of its golden rays to signify the approach of 
eve, and threaten* to fold me in its ebon 
shade: thua was rekidtantly compdled to has- 
ten by the road I came in ' the morning, to 
place myself under the comfortable roof, of 
Mrs. Thomas, at the Cardiff Arms, an^ Inn 
possessing more attention and red comfort 
than any other place of public accommodation 
I ever met with. 



; J- 
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The dazding m^esty of the morning sun 
pwping in: my. wmdow, tvot only tempted 
me to rise, and reproached my slumbers, but 
indutied me to take an earlier farewell of my 
hostess than I otji^rwise intended. ^ 



rBuu^suiog the road over a neat bridge of five' 
af ohesi, rand taking the first turning on the 
right hand, at the distance of two miles reached 
LandalF; a large fersaken :maiision on the right 
throwa . a ^oom jim t^ by exhibiting 



•the sorrowful representatioti of gtincteUr in dis^ 
guise, but on the left the country assumes a 
distinguished contrast, by the decorations of 
the hills, where patches of firs are so taste-* 
fully disposed, as to convey the characters of 
' elegance and prosperity ; the ivy-mantled- walls 
' of the episcopal castle, desolated, and in fuins^ 
BOW lapproaches to view, and gives a pleasing, 
AuHigh mournful effect ; particularly the stril^ 
tt^ remnant of its large window* 

Urbanus the 30th, bishop of the see^ iii 
1120, is supposed to have been the founder, at 
the same time he greatly enlarged the clhirdh; 
but of this, no other authority is stated tiass, 
what might be grounded from a nshtioA ot 
bishop Godwin's, in re^ct bf Landatf*! ^^tto 
archbishop (of Canterlhicy)^ the . jriuthraT'i^'^tili 
draw on the liberality of men in contributing 
^^ toward the building of thd dourcb, todc ii|jSbn 
*' him to rdease a- fourth, parti of ^h ^p^adocc 
^^ infltctedy unto/ such* asi^ahoQoId.beto^ U^i 
thing towards! tbrisamii^i)^ tluB^i metfii: |^ 
doubt) hai^g/gatbterodi^rat maoii^ of mout 
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^^ ney, he began the building of that church, 
^^ which now ]§tandeth, April 14th, 1120, and 
^^ having finished it, built anew also all the 
*^ houses belonging to it f from whence it 
may be presumed, the palace was included : 
and Mr. Wo ox ton, who is extremely cc^ious 
in his account, also particularly says, that 
Urban built anew all the houses belonging to 
the church, ^^ for himself and canons," and 
describes the demolition as follows : " thfe 
^^ bishop's castle irtood, before it was demolished, 
^^ south-east of the church : it was heretofore 
a very stately building, if we may judge by 
the gate-house, which is still remaining. 
It was destroyed by Owen Grtendwr, (w 
^^ Glyndwrdwy) who made great devastaitioft 
^^ in this county, as well as in North Wales, 
^^ when he rose in arms against Henry IV. 
^^ there is a yery high, thick, stone wall still 
^^ standing, which, probably, enclosed the cas- 
^^ tie, and the outhouses that bdi^oged to it: 
^^ the scite of the castle is now tumefl in^ 
" a garden, which »ow belpngs ta Thomas 
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^^ Matthew, Esq. of the court of LandafF, 
^^ (a house . so called just adjoining) who is 
*^ tenant to a descendant of the house of 
'^ Arader, in Ireland; which family have been 
^^ in possession of that which was once the 
^^ episcopal house, and the grounds thereunto 
*,^ adjoining, for some ages." There are no 
accounts that it was ever rebuilt since that 
destruction, and Godwin, so long back as 
1601, said, " that the episcopal palace at Ma- 
theme, (vide page 11) w^s the only house 
left for the bishop to put his head in/' 



/ 
3 

C€ 



Descending a steep declivity, ^ into a quiet 
and peaceful vale, came to the interesting and 
beautiful remains of its ecclesiastical pile : 



« 



the pious work 



*' of names onoe funed, now dubious or forgot, 
*' and partly buried midsC the wreck of things." 



The embellishments bring to light much his- 
tory of its ancient fame, and the pleasure in 
beholding a religious pile, diough even in ruins, 
cannot but inspire the mind to the most 
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moral reAectionS], ' and awaken sentiitiibrits tf 

Serious awe ^ -, •' ■ '^ '■'■•■ '- 'f- 



The best concerted schemes n 
die h» «w«T -■ -' - 



^— ObMuneatable wght! at OBCe . j^, 

the labour' of whole ages, lumber down 

a hideoui uid mii-sbapen lei^h of mini. 

fiepdkhra] uliimns wrestle biit ia vain 

with i)U-«ibdilii% tjpK. ' I 

A finer ' reitihiiht 'ef SftCbn arctik^ctonl.ctfh 
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no where be seen than in the south entrance, 
' demanding attention not only for bespeaking 
the agra of congtructioHj the elegance of 
orders, and the graceful decorations of ivy 
planted by the hand of nature. On the north 
is a similar entrance, but divested of those 
pleasing vernal appeijdages, and all the walls 
unite ornamented neatness tc solidity of ma- 
;^w^.„. The :W^eitern enb^a^ce ., partjculv-ly 
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claimed my attention, by thg rich display of 
beautiful gothic, in all the tastiness of its con- 
struction; the mouldings of the arches, and 
light stone pillars, which once qonstituted tl?€ 
division of its windows, were beautifully en-i 
twined by ivy in every fanciful direction, -and 
variety of unstudied elegance : over a large 
door, in the centre of this structure, is the 
representation of a bishop in his pontifical habit, 

r 

which, by soqae, has been supposed to, be 
Urban, who lived in the reign of Henry I. 
an4 biiilt the qhurph, but is cpnsidened by the 
best-informed, to be^iptendpd for St. Dubritiug^ 
who was the first bishop of the see. Over the 
door are three long windowsij the .centre twenty 
feet high apd four feet broad, and those x)nL 
each side are sixteen }^y thr^; above them are 
seven niches, the iriiddle bei^ig the longest, and 
the oiily open sf^ ; ^ remainder diminishing 

inr regular lengths v^^Ve ^^ ^^ ^ recess, ig 
a statue, considered to It^^ ;4esigne4 for Henry 
\. 4-he reigning .prince, and the-,5»iiole capped 
with an ornamental era^ai^^:0^ fron]; was supr 
ported by a iowet $t essh -^nd; the one (Aqw 
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only left in the record of history) was called 
the old tower, and taken down in consequence 
of great damage it sustained by a stonn in 
1703 ; it contained one ?arge bell, which was 
exchanged at Exeter for fivcl smaller ones, and 
were hung in the present tower, 

' The tower on the north side was also taken 
down, and supplied by the present edifice, built 
by Jasper, duke of Bedfotxl, - in the reign of 
Henry VII. and retains the name of that noble- 
man : it had pinnacles ^nd- battlements, which 
were destroyed by a storm. . 



. i 



On descending a few steps fi^om the west, 
the area of the building, not^ bccupied by the 
modern edifice, w|« strewed with the elegant 
fragments of pillars, and - its walls pleasingly 
diversified ' with spontaneous shrubs; it is now 
without any sepulchral records ; and two effi- 
gies in alabaster, which display much ability of 
the artist, (supposed to be Italians, patroniized 
by King Henry VlII.) are removed from theni^; 
&n4 placed erect in the old chapter room, 
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Here I must beg leave to break off, and 
seriously lament that the history of Landaff 
is so difficult of access; and indeed only to be 
found in that now very scarce and almost out- 
of-print record, compiled by Mr. Browne 
Willis. Fearful of it being totally lost, and 
desirous of restoring the interesting circum- 
stance of the remains of those which are 
deposited, with many observations totally ob- 
scured, to the remembrance or tradition of 
the place ; with this intent I shall avail my- 
self of that gentleman's known genius and 
authority, by adding it as an appendix, trusts 
ing the interesting extract will be rewarded 
by the approbation of my reader: but, previous 
to entering the present structure, I shall give 
what little account I could collect of the 
original edifice. ' 



X 



Of the antiquity of the church, it is re- 
ported to have been first built by king Lucius, 
about the year of Christ, 180, though no 
account of bishops previous to St. Dubritius; 
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and indeed it is probable he had no predeces^ 
sors, because the memory of his successors is 
so carefully preserved, and the chronology of 
the early times are very uncertain^ insomuch 
that several accounts contradict each other; 
some fixing Dubritius to have been instated 
to the see by St. Grermanus and St. Lupu^, 
t^o French bishops, in 436, who came over 
to extinguish the Pelagian heresy, and consti- 
tuted him metropolitan of all these parts, of 
which he sometimes sat at Caerleon, and some- 
times at T^andafF. Others inform us, he was 
not appointed metropolitan till the year 490, at 
which time he was preferred from LandalF, to 
succeed Threminius in that dignity at C^&r-^ 
leon, by the nomination of Aurelius Ambro^ius, 
one of thfe last British Kings; and being in 
possession of both these sees, he held theiti in 
commendam tiU the year 512, and then re- 
signed LandafF to his disciple, St. Teleiau, i?ho 
had been instructed by him, together with St» 
David, at a place Called Kentland, . oear Ros^, 
in Herefordshire. 



/ 
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St. Dubritius is reported to have lived ttf A 
great age^ and to have been a bishop above 8Q 
years^ and that in 519 having resigned hk 
archbishopric of Caerleon to St. David^ he fe- 
tired from the worlds and after spme year? 
spent in solitude^ depart^ this life at an 
island called Enlhie^ (now Bardsey) on the coast 
of Caernarvonshire, November 14, 52a, from 
whence his bones were translated to iLauda^ 
by Urban, the 30th bishop of this see. May 7^ 
1120, and laid before the high altar. 

During the times of the three first bishops, 
BQ much riches had been bestowed on this see, 
that if it now enjoyed the tenth part of that 
tvhich it has been endowed with, it would be 
^ne of the wealthiest diurches in Chris^tendom ; 
:hough now it is said to be barely sufEcient td 
repair itself, and that divers benefices in 4^ 
iiocese yield more prc^ to their incumbents, 
:han the present bishop receives. 

When Urban was consecrated^ he found his 
alshopric in a very poor and miserable condi- 

' u 
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tion ; the bhurch ruined^ and almost to the 
ground^ the revenues so confiscated^ that out 
of 24 canons, they could scarcely maintain 
two ; wherefore, explaining to the king and 
pope, he obtained a remedy, by procuring 
letters to the clergy and gentry of the king- 
dom, and thus gathered great sums ; he pulled 
down the old church, which was but 28 feet 
long, 15 broad, and 20 in heighth, and began 
in 1120, the febric (of which part of the ruifts 
now/^^remains), and dedicated it to St. Peter, St* 
Dubritius, St. Teleiau, and St. Oudoceus; a 
work truly magnificent, and to be remembered 
with honour by posterity ; and in addition to 
this magnificence, built also the houses for him- 
self and canons; afta* which he proceeded to 
recover the lands which had been alienated from 
the see, and the jurisdiction of places some 
neighbouring bishops had usurped; but in fol- 
lowing those pursuits, he died on a journey to 
Rome, in the year 1133. f- 

It seems, some of them were seized. by flie 
Normans, 1091, and notwithstanding Urbaa'i 
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endeavours, this see hath never recovered ititelf; 
and bishop Kitchen, in the reign of Henry VHl. 
greatly impoverished it, by setting or leasing out 
on long leases, almost all th6 lands belonging 
to it, insomuch as to have nearly ruined it ; and 
bishop Blethen is stated' to have still more les* 
sened its revenues, in order ' to provide lor li& 
children, by selling and alienating lands belongs 
ing to it : and in Cromwell's rebellion, moib 
lands ,were sold, for the suth of 3775/. 3*. Srf. 
besides material injury bang done to the 
by the contending parties* 






% » * 



On the death of the organist,' in I692, th# 
choir service was put down,^aiid has been^dis- 
continued ever since r and in 1705^ or 1700^ the 
roof fell in, and thus despcnled us of the ori« 
ginal beauty this. edifice, no doubt, was replete 
with': to this church there was a library, whicb^ 
in . all , probability, contained , yaluable record^ 
but in the chril wars was dispersed by the 
rebds, and, according to Browne Willis, paxt 
of it burned, with a number of Common PrsTfar 
Bodb^ at Canfiff^ whither the cavaliers of the 
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co^nii;ry> •an4 :^^e wiv^ of «eveml clergymen j 
xferer invited to the castle, oft a cold win^ 
ter's- day, to warm themselves by the -fir^ 
which Wds then nliade oT the books. > 



1 •* 



.;,,The sequestered and delightful situation io£ 
^ ii^urch 13 well calculated to inapire devo^ 
tioii^ ^d rendered tnlly sublime^ by being, eifc 
Qlosed within the walb of the ancient strac* 
t^,.coinposed of the el^arit and onwnertted 
foigibeiit;^ ©f .th^ former architectiire i Timet 
did I witness an edifice kept in such: an: uni- 
form, praise-worthy, and commendable neatness ; 
^fdi was it possible to increase the praise of 
ite i; resptictaUfe : aad venerable residentiary, it 
WiAnlctiie; added on this occasion. 

Q^We: enter this solenm pile by ascending: a 
(^ steps t)ilt of the ruins of the old lok^ 
Y^eXL Hs fightnesSv |ddinness> and sqmewhat 
oeinarkible singularity, must be striking :ia 
erwy o)6ii. We are not here^ asin otha- buil&r 
]^g^ '^f this kind^ altiracted. ^r m malti{didt^ 
)Q»£jcblui8i^; pr;bo#Uded^ th($ ^rpfosjoi^iff 



.ornament, or numerous monumental, records of 
departed mortals ; thare are but few^ and those 
must be carefully searched for.. The choir i| 
aiclosed^ and occi:^ie$ the space of the; ^eajt 
aide^ containing 12 -stalls^ with the addition oC 
^(H^d for the bishop and r archdeacon ; two 
pulpitPi .one of Ihem decorated with mitres^ is), 
which the bishop preaches^ ^nd ^ the alt^r ! is 
i^aii^ <|n 6y)3 $teps^ oy^ which i^/ the repre* 
sen^tlon oC^ a t^nple^ su[^rt^ by {nll^rSf 
'Bie: cboir^ though ra^d^r pnbeccxningly heavy 
hr it9 om^meAt^j i^- singiilarly plensing. fcr the 
aasistmce it gii^s -to the yplcej rei^dennjg the 
xhod^ationir so rmiisi$ally distinct. 

.1* *, - • • *• 

' .X liow went to the west end of tjie north, 
aisle, by observing Several ancient jwd curious 
monuments, biit containing very fe^ acriptral 
qlemorials : a fiat stone first presents itself^ 
lK)w without any iQs6ripti(m> ^hiph^ . perhaps^ 
was obliterated by the fr^uekit research /p| 
grateful memcny: another in thi9 humhle poi-^ 
tore, and presumed (by the emblems on it) 
^ be the safeguard «f th« <iepo^M4 remains^ 
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of episcopal dignify. Two effigies on a raised 
pedestal, in pontifical habits, are recording the 
irieihories of - St. . Dubritius, and bishop Brum- 
neJd, with the pastoral staflF, mitres, &c. Of 
the first, there id scarce any further knowledge, 
diaii, that being bishop of this see, and living 

. r * 

to a gpea£ agey' he resigried his dignity to St. 
Teleiau, iftiio ^12, after enjoying the same 
above 80 ' yriarS ; he died at Bardsey, in.5S3^ , 
and his bonis Wti^e translated here by Urbin, 
On his repairing this edifice. Bishop Bromfield^ 
S:T.Pi a m6nk of St. Edmrndsbury, abbot of 
tlie monastery' of SiWa Mayor, in the diocese of 
Bourdeaux\ and fhAket of the divinity school 
in^ the pope's palace, a very learned man, 
though of a pi^a^atical humour, obtained this 
see by papfil jprovision, and received the tern*. 
jioraKties on December the 17th, 1389; aftci*. 
he had scarce; enjoyed it two years, he dkki^ 
ahiio 1391, and was buried in his. own ciathe^. 
4fal. Above this tomb is a sculpture in reIievo> 
affixed to the ^vall, representing the crucifixion^ 
wif^ - all the instruments employed on iiat 
pdksmn' oimi^^ the faith in 
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which these persons died : there, is something 
so striking^ as well as singular^ in the device^ 
as naturally to fix our thoughts . to the gr^nd 
subject it displays ; nor can our adoration be 
raised too high, when we consider the vcause^ 
the scheme, and the effects, of that meritbriotts 
proof of divine charity : a Serious contemplation 
on every one single article here exhibited, must 
lea4 the mind to devotion, and endeavour .to 
establish maxims of morality neveir to be swerved 
from during our existence in this sublunary 
atate ; impressed for ever should these me* 
mentos be upon the heart, guarding it from 
temptation, and inferior delight of worldly en« 
joymehts ; then might we be better enabled to 
meet the irrevdcable decree passed on us, and 
fasten with more certainty on that hope^ which 
alone can cheer us in the great conflict of 
ilature.'; (.•■■, 



1 > , V 



Oa the opposite side, in a gOthic nidied 
recess in the wall, is the effigy of bishop Davies, 
S.T.P. in his episcopal robes, whoi had been 
arclyieacon of the ' churcbj^ and elected to thia 
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see July 2Q, 1667, confirmed the 23d, and 
consecrated the 24th oi August \ he died, ikfarci 
14, 1674, and was buried in this catheditil: he 
founded a library here, and presented it with 
many of the fathers, from the second to the 
dghth century, and several other works ; above 
this are also emblems of crucifixion in a shield : 
beyond these, in another recess of the same 
form, is the figure of a skeleton, done upwards 
of 500 years since, and designed to perpetuate 
the memory of an unfortunate female, who pined 
herself away, and fell a victim to that pasdon 
nature gifted to render mortals most haj^ | 
poor neglected girl! ! this monument is artfuUy 
contrived to awaken sensibility, by the forcible 
manner it displays itself, not boldly discover^ 
ing the whole formation at once, but ingeni* 
ously withdrawing a part of the shroud, and 
disclosing only sulSicient to shew of whi^ 
nature and transformation the departed being 
» become. No longer the blooming object 
which created pleasure not only to those around; 
but in remembrance of Ihe distant ; could yt 
now enierge from tlie enclosing tomb^ wiiet 



* • "• • . 

aWe wouldst thou inspii-e td thosie who' once 
iieglected thee ! thy delicacy, - which 66tild iibt 
bind -on earth, \«6uld rivet with unutterahfe 
surprise, in your exchanged form ! disetigfeged 
from all attachment, ye could now give instruc- 
tive lessons of the instability of eartWy bi^ty, 
and moderate the impulse of mankind, to 
acquire charms, lasting only with existence, 
mortify the appetite for conceited i^ersonS 
elegance; and shiew how cofrodmg is the cover- 
ing' of dealhl Arnbitibn here may learn, htcw 
Vain and tmstable are all the acquirferhent* Oi 
health, gfaiideuf, and fante : this, the returh 
for thy^ -adoritig heiart, from the faithless or 
im;^neirabfe object of thy mi^feced affectioh, 
whose inhumanity hath forced thee to the bit- / 
temess of death, in the bitterest shape ! ! and 
ignorance, or insensibility, consigned to the 
lotiib, youth, beauty, and affection ! Look on 
this, ye survivors, nor add more Irophies of 
dissembling or carelessness : this is* a monument 
fbr the gay and thoughtless, the healthful arid 
strong, an exchange for what -was amiable and 
lovely, inviting, and endearing; go, disappointed 
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virgin, and though thy sun of life was clouded 
by affliction, receive that rest appointed for the 
virtuous, and enjoy felicity superior to thy 
desires, and lasting as eternity* 

On the same side, raised on a high, or- 
namented tomb, is represented a knight in 
armour, with his head resting on an open hel7 
met, crested with a headless bird,, his feet 
resting on a crouching lion ; the whole in 
alabaster, displaying a good specimen of sculp- 
ture, to commemorate Christopher Matthews, a 
character distinguished by his illustrious acts 
of valour, and amazing strength ; he was in 
stature six feet two inches high, and was killed 
in the civil wars. 

In a recess opposite, are two figures, con- 
sidered to be David Matthews and wife; he is 
represented in armour, and his lady by his side, 
both in alabaster ; these effigies, and the orna- 
ments about them, display great taste in the 
execution, and are remarkable for the delicacy 
end elegance with which the female drapery k 
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delineated : beneath / them is an inscription in 
ancient characters. 

Passing through a small chapel, at the east 
end, divided by the altar of the choir, which 
breadth this chapel occupies, (and is appropriated 
to the performance of service in Welsh) ; hefe 
are deposited the remains of bishop John de 
Monmouth, doctor in divinity, chancellor of 
Oxfordy prebendary of Milton^ in the church of 
Lincoln^ nominated to this see in Marchy 1204 ; 
though, on account of the death of the pope, 
he did not receive consecration until February 
io, 1296, after which he had the temporalities 
restored him j4pril 4th following; he was 3, 
great benefactor to his church, and in all 
respects a good governor thereof, as may be 
seen in Fuller's Worthies in Monmouthshire, where 
he was bom in the town of Monmouth, and so 
sumamed ; he procured the parsonage of New^ 
land, in the county of Glocester, which one of 
his predecessors obtained from the bishopric of 
Hereford, to be appropriated to his see, and did 
several other good acts ; he died on the ath of 
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jipril, 1323, which was recorded iiL a French 
inscription, long since worn out and ^defaced. 

At the north-east corner of the south aide, 
ia ,s recess, is d^ monument tp Christiana Aud^?. 
J?3^: ^ character distinguished not only for her; 
be<juest :Qf t^ie great, and little l^eaths to the. 
pq9r of LaijdafF, Roach, and Whitech\irqh, bwt 
fpy a valuable life; it presents proofs jpf th^ 
•Jbilily jpf the artist, by the. spperipr workinani 
shjp; which adorris it, exbiVU^d, in alabast^^ 
whose spotless ^hite tints the innoc.ence of hec 
Uf^ and s^ein^ ^o exhibit an emb^ematicdi tr^ 
of the character, it commemorates} the surfa^^ 
smooth, as wjas Jue^ amiable disposition, without 
9Sten^tion^. yet .fully grand, displaying thoi^e 
lustres herself exhibited ; but when monumental 
records are mouldering to the dust, thy mfy^, 
mory will live in the , grateful hearts of tjhipse 
who feel the value of thy generousi donations; 
actions which require no other mode pf infor- 
mation to posterity, than in the pei'spns who 
realize . the benefits thereof : . beyonjd them, lif 
bjs^op^ Pascal, :whp died ^October ll^ I36i, gjt 
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hns^piaicopal p^aoe, Ht. Bi3ht0n;, and WiHiatn 
de-JBiie^se, consecrated l!j65y and died March: 
ig/,ja86--7 following 5 these ar« very humbly: 

stones, with inscriptions so defaced as to be 
i^j-cely legible r; npq'^st,.* Or 'expensive deco- 
mtki^, -a4d^ fc9. tjsil survivors ^mf thing beyond ' 
Bft^diojerity, an4 ^Jhat; so wprn, pdrh^ps by fre- 
^amt resort of agectiqa or- tenderness/ as to. 
q^a^e the sto^e . appesbi un/aithful of retaining 
iJjSKphar^ ;; no jdoubfe they have most frequently^ 
^Q|ij^f»ied th^ associated circle, and gkddenec^ 
^^^w^^efirts of t^. n^ore unl^appy, sacrificed theji^ 
¥4shfis,.^q: the; good of others> and docpentlyf 
ppurtrayed th^- farming counsel^ of the viv-^ 
toouS) ^ the gfpwing gen^atipn set; forth th0 
ewmpl? of piety, beftefic^ncej ^nc| worth> Here 
^ all which cMi now be known:* and niay 
tb^ merits hgye beien ^uffipiwt tO waft thefe 
souls to happiness unsullied, and joy a unispeak^. 
able. 

. The old chapter-room exhibits int^eresting 
antiquity in its construction, being supported 
]^only<^ne pillar in the centre^ witi^ springing 
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gothic arches; in it are the two mbmiinents 
before spoken of, brought from the west' en- 
trance, of Sir William Matthews and his lady. 

I 

After having had all the monuments pointed 
out to me, I was desirous of inspecting them 
more accurately; my guide being under the 
necessity of attending to his own avocation, left 
me ; pleased with the idea of spending a few 
moments under its sacred roof, I locked mysdf 
in, to indulge the meditations so mournfully 
pleasing to a sorrowful mind: never had I been 
in a situation so awfully retired, which gave 
every object a grave and serious air ; the pro- 
found silence that reigned, added solemnity to 
the scene, and inspired a religious dread, while 
wandering over the hallowed spot streu^ed with 
the departed, gave, though a silent, a solemn 
admonition. 

It were wise to be frequent in such situ- 
ations as would turn our attention from the 
multiplicity of frivolous objects with which we 
ve surrounded, to contemplate our more im* 
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I 

portant state as regarding a future existence ; 
neither would it betray a disposition to bi^ 
deemed austere, by encouraging thoughts of so 
momentous a change as we are certain at one 
time or other we must undergo. Placed, as I 
was, amidst the relics of departed beings, and 
susceptible of their eloquent ^though inactive) 
instructions, I more deeply felt the insigni- 
ficance of my present state, if viewed only in 
an earthly light ; convinced by those around, 
how transitory, weak, and futile, were all 
attempts to attain a lasting satisfaction in our 
present sphere, or by the work of our own 
hands to gain a solidness of glory without 

decay, \\ 

. • 

By retirement from the noise of the busy 
throng (and that often is the only mode to 
set us right in our imaginations, and to re-, 
strain evils which pour upon us in every 
direction, and from every circumstance) we 
should be roused from the slumber of rcare- 
lessness, and invigorated to an exertion for the 
attainment of superior qualifications, and open 



/ 
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to ourselves an understanding to guide tis in 
a path leading to a life unfading and unspot- 
ted. Existence can be only delightful so fiir 
as we are satisfied: how wretched then mus^ 
thiit mortal be who trusts only to the fleeting 
enjoyments of the moment, when he coYisiders, 
that with them he must perish; with them b* 
soon in oblivion ? For those reasons it bebovis 
us to turn our ideas to scenes like thesfe 
surrounding me, and listen to the senti- 
ments they so forcibly dispense to an attentiv^ 
observer; telling us, in langiaage too plain to 
be misunderstood, to conduct ourselves in si3rcll 
manner, and to value our acquisitions, as the 
better enabling us to perform our respective 
parts with that propriety, as to look with 
pleasure on our past hours, and with tranquil 
e^se, to reflect on those moments wiiMi 
are to convey us to another and unceasing 
existence. 

On one side of me, I perceived in similitude 
itn emblem of corruption>* a picture of faded 

. • .: ■ . - ■ • ' >*-- 

• The skeleton. 
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mortality, an end of fancied pleasure ; proving 
the liability of our destruction, even from the 
want of fulfilling our imaginary satisfactions: 
distended, motionless^ and incapable of peh^ep* 
tion ; no faculty of power remaining ; a sem-;- 
bknce of utter destruction. Could this be. the 
intent of our sojourning here ? Could this be 
the desirfe of our Creator — the finish to his 
performance? The resemblance* at once denies 
it, and shew us that we are valuable in esti^ 
mation, and the proud production for superior 
advancement ; and to accomplish the important 
task of raising our frail bodies to invaluabfe 
glory, was the stiH more glorious condescension 
of his unspeakable beneficence, whose suffering^ 

none can tell; and 

• .■••' '' • ' 

" If Angels tremble, 'tis at such a sight;** 

• * 

A sight which musft awakept all our horr^ns 
for the circumstances which occasioned, it, ^ and 
gratitude , for ihe reinstatement^ of our favour^ 
by ther strict obserysuace of the ki^^ties to acqwre 
it ; never <:ould our consequence be^ mora plainly 



•:< •" I ' " : .' '. .C 'k' 



• ■ ' i. ; . .. .f K* 

• The trophies of the Resunection and Ascension of Christ, 
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set forth than by the affection shewn to pre* 
serve us; a proof of future honours for which 
we are now only to prepare, and the forfeiture 
of them so great an injury to ourselves as 
nothing could restore, but the agonies of an 
Ignominious death of even the Lord of our 
life: with what veneration then ought we not 
to contemplate this subject, and bow with 
humble adoration for the means opened, and 
the advantages, offered unto us by such a won- 
derful instance of favour and charity ! how 
insignificant are we, taken as a worldly object, 
how poor and contemptible are our efforts or 
pow^r, how mean and abject our pretensions, 
how divested of qualification to presume on our 
own sufficiency to procure a share of felicity, 
when nothing less than so astonishing an atone- 
ment should be able to give us any prospect of 
a release from those chains our perverseness had 
rivetted ! But whilst we are attracted by the 
gaieties of the world, and the allurements tif 
amusements and dissipation, we can neither 
form our minds, or allow the thought of. a 
future state, in any forciHe degree^ to withdraw 
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the attentions from the infatuating principle 
which we so falsely call pleasure ; biA should 
any private or domestic distress ^happen withiit 
the pale of our concerns, for a moment it cre- 
ates a sensation of apprehensions, and confbdes 
cmr ideas rather than lessens tJbe calamity; and 
with returning quietness so also returns that- 
exclusion of moral sentiments so highly prqu- 
dicial to the well regulating of our manners ; 
but even should affliction hold with constant 
grasp on our frame, still the mind, by its sus- 
ceptibility of uneasin^s, is rendered unfit for a 
iptoper meditation on so sublime a theme; .how 
careful then should we be occasionally jto throw 
off the attire of mortality, and whilst in iiss^ 
enjoyment df all our faculties, . turn to the 
repository of the dead, and hold converse with, 
corruption; of such importance is it, that it^ 
cannot fail of giving us a true porti^t of our^ 
sdves, and of the vanity of other pursuits which 
jdo not tend to the promoting not only our 
welfiire.in this,, but superlative blessings, lasting 
as glorious in the future translation : it will 
teach us that, perishing as our frames appear^^ 




tjjerc i$ yet a w?iy whereby tp attain^ apd fi 
j^igild whereby to fix, which will never dfi^i 
}fi, but joyfolly pref^nt as ^ tffStimoivy trf lov^. 
which cannot be refused, and of in^<:y whiah 
Mmiot be overthrown, all thi^ procured by that 
inestiniable gacrifice, (which "li now ifepretented 
before me) ^ by which the redemption of fallen 
man :^s ]»iQcured — and eternal pardon sealed to 
those who profbss with undeviating faith the 
meritsi of the . intercession^ and reliance on the 
power : of th^t blood shed SiQ profusely for our* 
iniquities »; ; a stain' hot greater thafi coi)ld 
he obliterated, but too great to be otherv^iss' 
cleansed thah by the means taken so benefi-r 
Gshtly for us. May this impressive matter be 
ao affixed to my heart, that my foture endea^e 
Wiurs ahall he only such as will more closely 
confirm the maxims set for us to folloxy, to 
acquire that prqfosioh of biasing promised only 
to .the desen^g I And oh ye sacred i^emnanta 
of depicted popularity, oyer whose bones I now 
t^pad, m^y your convinpingw arguments strike 
6eef to my heart, and be the cause of iQcm- 
fT«q|uppt ^qsit& to similar cgm^aiuafisi $xm mhxm 
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l^s^piHi of wipdom .^re nun^erou^^ ^^d the tr^l^ 
ye display unanswerable ! Let it be tiie ha^ 
piest moment of my life that hearkened to thg 
in^tmetions y^ gave, and be proved by the 
fi)))staf>cy of my endeavours to retain the priur 
^pl^. imbibed, till that dr^ irlom^nt shal) 
aiiive in which : I £^^U \>e summonsed to jqijEk 
ypu ! ' :U 



■ ' J I 



I cannot retire from this^dific^ without^ 
I'emarking, th^t whatever injperfipQtipns there 
m^^y be in the regularity of itai stnicture, it ia 
mnply compensated by its neatness; indeed thi^ 
i^ 8p particidarly attended to, as ; not only ta 
Fender it truly impressive, but to inspire the 
mind with sentiineiits suitable to the purpose 
foi^ which the building was intended. 

■ ' t' 

After leaving the church with an impression of 
melancholy, yet . of jf^leasute, not^only caused 
by visiting the asylum of departed virtues, 
but by wandering over ruins that picture the 
escutcheon of destroying time, I was awakened 
ffOm my contemplaJlion hf the appearance, of a. 
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woman busied among the graves : on approach* 
ing unobserved, I soon perceived it was nature 
lit distress; she was on her knees, looking 
pathetically on a little earthy hillock, enam^ed 
with flowers^ and surrounded by a narrow grass 

• • • * 

border, which she was carefully weeding; — -ttciW 
h€r,e)res were directed up to heaven, then on 
the grave, and shaking* her head, when a deep sigh 
waved these little vegetable records which were 
profusely watered by her tributes of unfeigned 
sorrow. Her grief interested "my feelingis, I 
could no longer resist enquiring for her tate 
of woe : she told me^ it was the peacqftil' 
remains of her otily child ! ! unfolded with 
sudi simplicity, with a voice so much in the 
tone of distress, and with actions so truly the 
types of affliction, that I was obliged (with- 
out being able to say I pitied her^ situation) 
to conceal myself among the ruins, fearful 
of being rtsproached with a' weakness ill' 
which nature ccmld only find relief;, there I 
silently reviewed this testimony of affiBction^ 
and earnestly entreated, that whenever r it) 

pleased heaven to take from me lif<^ then 
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might be one remembering friend to visit the 
humble spot and mark the repository of my 
ashes, by so expressive, ' tender, and pleawng 
an office. 

The town of LandafF is small, and the eiutm- 
ple exhibited by its ecclesiastical edifice, has 
become a proselyte to the pattern of its neat- 
ness : no looiier had I takeii my farewell of 
this place, than the river Taffe present©! itself; 
the beauty of its varied shores was pleasingly 
harmonizedj by the breadth and transparency 
of its murmuring stream ; passing over it by a 
bridge of two arches, at the distance of two 
miles to the left^, through a country replete 
-vnth objects to fender sceo^ro interesting, and 
delightAilly pj^e^^g by the countenances of >t 
inhabitants 6q e^^^a^ye of happiness; 
canal becsme my^^^os? coinpfuiionj and jthe 
river I had I^feljr left, iw winding through 
the vale in fenciful dlrecUonSj . to i^al^e it 
most agreeable to the eye ; its boundaj^^ c6m - 
prised every charming assemblage djf , d(eaSing 
variety, in which tH& -^cut«d ei^cts ^ oa^ure 
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and art were most tastefully displayed : the 
opposite hilT was beautifully clothed with cop- 
pice wood, that gave it a forest-like appearance, 
and rendered it doubly interesting by the 
situation o£ Mr. Lewis's iron-works, and the 
many realdences of those who are there em- 
ployed ; the attention now became particularly 
engaged on a castellated ruin, which though it 
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bore the evidence of great decline, was marked 
with the character of ancient splendour; its 
walls were partially veiled by a mantling of 
ivy,» and placed midway down the mountain's 
side, its rear was so thickly overshadowed with 
embowering trees, as to deny the rays of the 
sun to penetrate; while in other parts you 
observe masses of limestone, embellished with 
timber, , finding subsistence from the crevices of 
its rocks : a workman being employed at the 
lime-kilns below it, (who I was delighted to 
find understood sufficient English to be sensible 
to my request,) induced me to enquire of 
him the name of the castle, and if any history, 
traditional or otherwisa, was related to it ; but 
here the unaccommodating disposition of one 
of the lowest order of the people, in denying 
a stranger the least itiformation, put my humor 
to the test, end ^ad an oath l)een pardonable, 
it would have claimed pttvilege on this morti- 
fying occasion. ^ What is the name of the 
^ castle ?• ^ I>m 9aes(megJ — ^ Is there; any his* 
^ tory of iti' ^ Dim saesonegJ" — ^ How fer to 
* Pont-y-pridd ?' ^ Dim saesaneg.' — ^ Where 
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^ does the canal go to ?' ^ Dim saesoneg.^--^ 
Determined to . put a still simplei- question', 
asked him the name of his national river whicfi 
was rolling at our feet ? ^ Dim saesoneg*. This 
perverseness I must acknowledge provoked mt 
16 be personal, and in hasty terms, applied ii 
name derived from the river, gracefully meah-^ 
dririg in sight, which fired the Cambrian to 
such a degree, that the Briton and Saxon had 
nearly got to blows. 

This castle is riameSd Gaitle-coch, and sup- 
posed to have been erected to defend the pats* 
of the river, though its situation is certaSnf^ 
ill judged, on account of the hill ^hich cdni- 
mands it : the access is cEfficuIt, not only ftorh 
its stupendous height, and being overgrown with 
bushes, but the barrier of loose stories (whicfi 
once composed a part of its fabric) is n6# 
formed as a wall; arid, strange to rdate, eVery 
stejp appeared to have been taken to irtfpede aii 
explorer: the interior presented one series of 
flesolatiori; and though there is a pleAsure in 
wandering over a mouldering p3e, the gloofny 
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monutqexit of departed fame, rpbbed it of the 

usual ^r^tijfication, and excited a solemnity,: 

tr^es and shrubs became the residents of its 

courts, and its ruined walls were obstructed 

from the eye by a darkening veil of ^vy, ^halt 

rendered it difficult, from its dilapidated state, 

to trace its former extent. .The magnificeDice 

of its front is "peculiarly attractive, and serves 

to tlirpw a light on its former fame ; but on 

researching this noble rernain, I was amply 

rewarded, and pleasure resumed its gratification, 

ly a view from its large broken window pre* 

(Panting ^uch a variety of countless charnis, 

|)eyond the reach of description or delineation: 

the spene was diversified in evety fanciful foni|i 

.th^t embraces the mpst pleasing features of land,- 

scape, adorned with a, river winding through ^ 

rich and high cultivated tract, ornamented with 

^ view of Cardifi^ LandafiF^ iind numerous other 

interest^ig objects^ 4ntil it reached the broa^d 

(<^p^se of the Bristol chaiu^^^ ijffe whQ]|e 

/fprmjing a charming assemblage of chpice and 

t variegated beauties ; there is scarcely any 

JsKXQiy^le^gejto hp g^^^ of this p^ce; but some 
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relate a story somehow connected with it, that 
when Jestyn-ap-Gwrgwn, a prince of Glamors 
ganshire, lived at Cardiff castle, Castle-coch (or 
the red castle) was inhabited by a petty prince, 
named Ivor Bach, (or little Ivor, a short, reso- 
lute man), a mutual love having been formed 
with one of Jestyn's daughters, he applied to 
her parents for consent, which was refused ; 
Ivor justly considering that life is undesirable 
if separated from the object of love, collected 
a chosen band, stormed Cardiff castle, and 
carried off his prize; the enraged father pur- 
sued, but soon afterwards consented to the 
union. Ivor Bach was a descendant and the 
last of the kings of Baycheinog, he was slain 
in battle in a valley called after him, Pant- 
coed-Ivor, or the valley of Ivor's anny. 

Turning down a narrow lane, immediately 
opposite to a wear, which was transversely 
• stretching across the stream of the Taflfe to 
turn the water to Mr. Lewis's forge, I found 
the remains of the once celebrated Taffe's 
well; it is a mineral spring, and said tp H 
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Strongly impregnated with iron, issuing through 
an immer^se bed of that ore, which runs in 
the- direction under the river, and of very 
considerable extent : the situation was truly 
romantic, in a peaceful vale, enclosed by lofty 
boundaries, ornamented with hanging woods, 
contrasting a variety of hues, and the mean- 
dering TafFe roaring as it rolled along in 
agitated haste. 

The spring was formerly enclosed, and its 
original construction had united considerable 
strength to a good display of masonry ; but 
the irresistible force of the winter flpods (for 
waftt of proper attention) had caused a chasm 
nearly to the bottom, and prombes eventually 
to leave no vestige of a barrier sufficient to 
confine a body of water to be the least ser- 
viceable. It is reported to possess the infallible 
property of curing the most inveterate rheui- 
matism, and innumerable cures are said to have 
been acquired by the efficacy of the water, 
which I heard from many people of the 
ppjintry : the brightness of the day gave me 
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an opportunity of distinctly observing Beva^ 

|)bweiful springs rising from the bottPlti of 

the.wdl, at the depth of three feet, keeping 

the ' sand in perpetual playful motion ; and 

^tea would a column of water rush with such 

Considerable force as to exceed the limits of 

its surfece, continuing for the space of a 

mintite or two, and would .return in irre- 

gul^r periods of three, four, and nearly five 

minutes; numerous bubbles were disseminating 

through the whole, and often a ccdumn of 

'air would rush with great noise; the water 

^hich was escaping was very abundant, and 

'had incrusted the stones it passed over to 

resemble corroded gravel ; it w^ beautifully 

transparent, much warmer tthan the TafFe, md 

^very gratdful to the pdate ; it is totally un- 

-heard of in the page of history, and its virtue 

ppesarved only in the tradition of the . eounlary, 

•of which numerous instances were related tP 

tto me of its success. I have 'beenttiius parti* 

^ular, with a hope that some gaitlen;ian v^rs^ 

in chemistty will be induced to analyse and 

elucidate its properties^ as its renovm mjg^t 
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still be rescued, by which h$ would meet trttfc 
the reward of rendering a peculiar kindness tid 
society, and administer a charm> equialled by 
no other gratification, of making others happyv^^ 

While I was thus perplexing liiy miiid td 
account for the singular and astonishing eflfect 
of the well, ' my reverie was interrupted by a 
girl, appearing about l6, supported on one side 
by a crutch, and the other by a venerable 
feniale friend; the girl was attired, as Is usual 
ki this part of the pririeipality, in a llttte 
beaVer hat similar to those i^vt^ifii by men> ft 
neat plaited mob cap was tied u Adef her chi»^ 
tod over sl blue jacket a whittte was substt' 
tUC^ for a' cloak,^ ajid throwtt graiCefiilly over 
her shoulders; the form of her fa)ce had beea 
rouhd, but illn^s and a marked ^nnelancholy^ 
though they had changed the form^ could not 
fconceal the veSliges of beauty; her marinem 
T^ere Wonderfully soft, and bef voice so mu^i^ 
fcally swfeet, that I couM ndt help listening 
with uncommon attention to the detaU of her 
misfortutxes : her aged guide expatiated on tht 
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numerous cures performed by the efficacy of 
its • water, and lamented the rich did not con- 
tribute to give health and comfort to others ; 
but its dilapidated state, allowing the water rf 
the river often to mingle with the contents of 
the well, was a circumstance of the deepest 
regret to her and the coimtry, as by it the 
water was rendered less efficacious ; ^ Yes, Sir,' 
rejoined her young charge, ^ I should have 
^ been cured before this;' and detailed her 
visitation of Providence with so simple a graCfe 
and earnestness, looking significantly at the 
well, that I never felt the loss of fortune so 
severely as at that ^ moment, to reflect I was 
incapable of repairing its structure : the relation 
of her sorrow not only excited the emotions 
which had agitated her mind, to make them 
tremble in, hfer pye but to quiver on her, lips; 
this induced me to use all the rhetoric I was 
master of, not only to dispel the cloud of 
dejection, but to impress on her mind a resto- 
ration of health as certain ; it had the most 
wished-for effect, and a pleasure was moment* 
^ly gathering on that face which appeared to 
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have been a stranger to a smile for a length 
of time ; after a lengthened attentive look on 
the well, as if she read an assurance of my 
prediction ; she raised her eyes until they met 
mine, then on the well, — then on me, — and 
thus kept alternately changing the object with 
a visible pleasure playing on her countenance. 

It now became time to depart, and again on 

» 

assuring her of a restoration, told her I little 
doubted, when wisiting the country again to 
hear my wishes realised, and that perhaps her 
children would unite in oaring up their praise 
for the recovery; the very idea abridged tJie 
native innocence of her tongue from taking leave, 
but the conscious eloquence of her. nSbilesty 
bade me farewell, by the expression of a lAieilfe. 



The road contintiiing by the ;{iilS^M^/4ie 
canal^ its placid face Imsie^ 1| b^^ 
to the impetuous river whidh #a$l: fteridng 
over the distorted rofcky iB*pediml;hls which 
filled its bed, attd winding through the centre of 
the vale, whose boundaries were lofty, clothed^ * 
with wood/ tastefully intersected by innumer- 

# • A a 
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able lines as the vernal divisions of inclosures. 
At the Bridgewater Arms I took up my 
abdde, as it appeared so much the residence 
of rural nature ; this . house, though not ibre- 
most in comforts, must have precedence for 
eggs, bacon, and civility ; the country now 
presents a different feature ; quarries of large 
flat stones and white slate are numerous, as 
are coal and iron works: turning down a lane 
beyond Mr. Crawshaw's new forge, the beau- 
J.iful structure of Pont-y-Pridd bur3ts_,on the' 
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f^V placed in such ft fiituation aa to'bi 
completely concealed until a, very ni^ar approach^ 
ifirheq the delight and aurpiize ,tg igee so light 
and beautiful a stracture bending over ao im<f, 
m^se a stream^ makes language too poor lor 
its description ; the tonrent is seen stealing firom 
behind a fertile and well cultivated hill^ pleaSf< 
i|igly diversified with wood ; on the left • 
bfty hill displays mountwi scenery^ with thft 
summit covered with fern or rasset hdrbage^ 
except where stratas of quarry hlsul ^x^udadf 
all vegetation^ and midway down the side is l 
thick covering of bees surrounding a litQe coU 
tage^ and a: distant inew ;of a rich., fertilised 
countiy peeping under ^ arcl^ ; nntel to 
combuQ^ every thing that was fiaadlgi. kit 
with |dl the 4e%ht of these eontraMteg juam^ 
the ^e was sc^roely allowed kisiim: t^^guathf 
the elegant struetttie whioli wiis atridin^ acrosi 
a furious stream^ and never could I have been 
fatisfied^ nor should I have so hastily kA it, haci 
not the collecting water from the dek^ wfaidi 
f^ in th$ ooune of tb» nig^at, not vtif 
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IkAite ^ to my dellglited fancy, but warned me 
t0i depart by hastily acciiitmlating, and ^ncifciing 
the little - hill I >^tood on. An attempt to 
d^dcribe the beauties surrounding this remark- 
^le proof of a . mjm's native genius, must fall 
fef Shjtjrt of the reality, the c^j^t itself chal- 
lenging every work* 'of the kind to Surpass, or 
♦reti'iio eiqual ; the chord of it* is 140 feety 
i&6ln.a di'am.eter'.of ^l75 ; its height is 35, and 
l^wittetanding the apparent lightness and sinl^ 
pBdftyi ha^ Wth^rto ;braved the utmost' fury of 
tiie : ungpventable stream ever since 1756, and 
eimtinul38>' likply'^fto remain asi firm, so long ad 
caiBlfis:>i taken iofl ;it. - Such an assemblage of 
crtt ind mature it was difficult ferimej to quit, 
Jind disil'take the opportunity of mforming my 
(csrisrs, that :. this structure owes its rise to 
, 1(ccidAi]^t%. and perseyering endeavours to coiinr 

teract them; • :i.' 

< 

A«- -■**—. « « j..ij*^»^..«» -. .1*. •^- • * 

Jb^.Tba huhdredsiof Miskin' 'and SenghennytH 
eontmcted with . Wffliam Edwards, a Welsh 
tamijloo imasoD^^to oatedt a^^^4>ridg6' of fii^ 
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acr^b^; for which he was t6 have ^500^ 
alld'^titeure its duration for seven years; this 
&iled' Ih-less than two, from the ftirious tor-- 
nwit 'Which oveftvhelmed it ; 4ti consequence he 
was' ift^i^ssitated to rebuild, ao^cM-^ng to hiS' 
bond; his next scheme was a singk arch to 
lie. of suBliiient width to permit the Aee run of 
theoriver without .'impediment, and ta defy any 
of the pisual floods from destaroying his labour: 
he' { iiitt with ; some ' . difficulty in gaining the 
tfpprobfittiori df his rsureties^ wKo ^ 66nceived the 
sdij^fflie t6 be romimtic and impracticable i hc^ever 
Itoq gained his > pdnt to atltempt i it^ and what 
nesrly''>d(S»itpletJedjilxis timber sup 
and all fell doiMn : ' uhdaunted by this accident, 
h^' ^^rsever^ ' #ith * stronger lassistances, oti 
finishing a single-arched' bric^e^ but he soon 
after found he had fresh occasion for his inven- 
tive genius, as,' owing to the thinness of the 
ttbwn of the arch, 'the heavy abutments forded 
it upWards, and again destroyed his perform^ 
ance, but his merits appeared so fully to the 
|x>Fd$ • 7^1bot and Windsor, tliat thef generous^ 
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itfisisted his enterpri»ng spirit m ni fresh attedlpt 
to retain his design of a single arcl^ and on 
lightening the Very great pressure of thft abUt» 
ment by the contrivance of three tutifiels ; on 
Mdh side p( the centre; he MIy aooMnidisliei 
Us idoBf tod has left to tte "world a gpe^m 
of uncommon singularity, beauty, ulltb^^and^ 
8(didity> >vdi&cli has withstood the' unitoi form 
of tempesti, torrents, &c« for 46 years pastv tt 
' a stone in tfab cientr^ informa us« ^^ Williafli 
Edwards, 1756/* A p^^son of taste ^irill bt 
&scinated by the survey of it and its Bci^^ 
bouring scenery, and I know not that a spoC 
so well chosen could be found to embellldi a 
work of such a nature i the wbolie forming so 
grand an a|^)earance as muii be always pleasing 
and unceasingly gratifying* 

Observing a stream apparently of no. inoon^ 
tiderable consequence, and tributary to ths 
Tai^, I was induced to approach it, whofi I 
perceived a plain neat structure acroiss the rhrcf 
lEboitda, by two arcfate> the tamka tMif 
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il,iled wth wood, and the dis&nt' cbuntiy en- 
■^ched with high cultivation ; the rfrer appeared 
to be emerg^g froni a thick w66d,'itod .bathing 
a fi^erman's cofts^, ijttationed in' the most 
convenient manner' for its iniaster's ' avocitions, 
it then became separated by rude unpediments, 
and as it approached the bridge, softened into 
rippling streams from the ridges of pebbles, 
pursuing a rural road embowered with trees, 
through occasional openings of which the river 
would present itself^ dashing and roaring over 
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mishapen rocks, fringed with mosses of the 
deepest hue : at the distance of two miles 
Berw Rhonda appears; the cataract contracted 




by nature rudtes with irresistible force, and 
forms a cascade raveloped in white fpam ; tbe 
opposite con$ne of the river is an abrupt 
bank> thicUy covered with wild shrula and 
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trees springing from the interstices of the rook, 
where a seed has been by chance droppedi, ^jiA 
cherished by the soil cotitainfed ih it i here ^ 
enjoyed some pleasant fishing, though the tfoj^ 
are very sm^l, but from the large tabletf .<lf 
stone that had obtruded themselves - into -thfc 
stream, gave me a fine opportunity of tbrowv 
ing my litiel with the greatest precision. 

On returning by the road I came, a narrow 
wooden foot-bridge bestrided the enraged tor?- 
rent ; theagitatidn it was in, and tUe gloominess 
of the trees that overshadowed it, filled my 
mind with at terror mingled with delight, and 
the finaiam of the evening tempted me to 
sit down, when the distant murmuring of the 
cataract I hfed left, was most agreeably har- 
monized by the softer notes of various babUing 
brooks. 

Leaving the Bridgewatet Arms, continufed by 
the side of the catrhl for aho^ a mile and ab 
half, to see th6 famous fell atid saliqpn Imp, 
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(Jailed Berw Risk*, oil the TafFe, which is at the 
foot of the mountain, seen in the view from 
P(Mit-y-Pridd. Pursuing a winding, treacherous 
Jpath, the roar not only kept measuring the dis- 
tange, but warned me what I might expect; 
but very much was that expectation out-done 
on arriving at the cascade; it is of enchanting 
beauty, and its grand current, divided by a few 
rocky projections, made its fall more tremen- 
dous, and stunned the ear by the peal of its 
thundering down ; from the craggy interstices 
of the* bank, a few stately trees had taken 
root, whose hanging heads and extended arms 
■were nt)t only waved, but the pendant branches 
were endeavouring . to soothe the angry torrent 
by sweeping its furious surface ; there were not 
any salmon attempting to stem the impetuous 

ft 

stream while I was there, which my guide 
expressed as surprising, though he acknow- 
ledged, from the fiillness of the .river, few 
could succeed ; the fall of it was at least 1 5 
feet, and on a projecting fragment the fisher* 
man stands with a sharp hook at the end of 
a pole, which (when th« fish leaps) with great 
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dexterity he scarcely ever fails of striking 
into it. 

Returning to the road, the country displayed 
a variety of mountain scenery, ^nd the sin- 
gular eiFect of l6 locks of the canal rising 
above each other as a flight of steps, the 
canal passing over the impetuous river by 
means of an aqueduct, and the mill taking the 
advantage of a tributary brook, are features of 
no inconsiderable gratification: turning to the 
left, at the Quaker's burying ground, and 
aJcending the lofty eminence on the right, 
presents an exuberant jnantle of wood, the 
iron dram, or rail-road, is in view, which 
extends from Merthyr to the canal navigation 
house, where it is seen curving in obedient 
windings to the formation of the hills, whose 
side it is travelling by ; here I had manifeift 
proof of the inventive faculty of man, and 
persevering assiduity to surmount the obstacles 
lying in the way of his pursuits; it is aston^* 

i«hing. to what lengths the vinceasing propen-^ 
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8ity to acquire facility, to undertakings, be it 
in whatever profession it may, will carry the 
labours and contrivances, and the expenditure 
rf property, to create conveniences. Indeed 
the great spirit of enterprise seems unabated 
throughout the whole country ; nor are bounds 
Sl3t to any undertaking that appears to have 
$ chance of suepess ; although matters to a 
eomoiDn obs^trer aeem unsurmountable in every 
JBrection,, difficulties are but little thought of, 
find the strong arm of labour surmounts the 

4 

#hole t when we consider the eiforts to be used, 
«hd the property expended in the construction 
6f an iron rail road, fo;* the purpose alone of 
fconv6ying the 'goods from the manufactories 
to the canals or river, we are led to wondof 
that such extensive means are employed to 
Stpparently so little purpose, or that ever a 
^muneration could be made to either projec- 
tors of proprietors ; and great indeed must b$ 
Iha quantum of matter sent forth from t^MD 
works to enable the owners to reimburse them* 
selves, and encourage such ujidert^ngs, 
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To be properly convinced of the magni- 
iicence of these schemes^, requires personal 
observation ; * for description must fail of mag* 
nitude, although prolix in the display : it will 
i)ot \>e amiss to give some idea of the per-* 
formance, which, although I closely surveyed, 
and had described to me by parties employed 
thereon, I conceive there cannot be so correct 
an account as related by an Author*, in every 
respect qualified to gratify the most curious, 
and content the most scrupulous ; and although 
the description is in reference to another place, 
and in anotlher county, still from the similarity 
of ^11 works of this nature one will serve 
for the whole, I shall therefore abide by his 
words :-^ 



*f A r^ j-oad is ftft c^|e4^ because it U formed by a kind qtfnm^ 
<^^ with inMi raiisi or b^ra Mi lengthways^ ^^d fiistened or camped bji 
(^ ;bic§|is oI <}ro38 \ms ; the gn>a|id being excavated^ about sif firat ia 
<^ brea(^H» ?nd two ii^ depths 1^ strewed over with brpken pieces of 
if st^ne*^ iM9<i the Irafqe lM<i ()own; it is composed of rails, sleqters^ oi 
ff ^ressf b^§ and qn4^ sleepers, the rail is a bar of Ciist iiofii fo^r feet in 
if lengthy Ihreq inphep thick, and one and a half broad, Ifs <^tTemi|ie> 
^ dl« respectively p(^pfive and convesp, or in odi^r wor#b %r^ m^rtice4 

• Mr, Coxc* 
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*' and tenanted into each ether, and fastened at the end by two wooden 
^' pegs to a cross bar called a sleeper ; this sleeper was originally of iron» 
'* but exf^rience haing shewn that iron was liable to snap or bend, it 
** is now made of wood, which is considerably cheapv, and requires less 
** repair; under e^ch extremity of the sleeper is a square piece o| wood, 
<< called the under sleeper, to which it is attached by a peg : the tirame 
** being thus laid down, and filled with stones, gravel, and earth, the 
*^ iron rails form a ridge aboy& the sur&ce, over whicti the wheels oC 
'' thfi cars glide, by means of iron grooved rin^s. three inches and a halp 
« broad; this is the general structure of the road when carried in a straight 
'' line ; at the junction of two roads, and to facilitate the passage of two 
^ cars in opposite directions, moveable rails, called turn*rails, are occa« 
*^ sionally used, which are fastened with screws instead of pegs, and may 
*' be pushed side-ways. The ^evel of the ground is taken with great 
** exactness, and the declivity in general so gentle as to be almost imper- 
<< ceptible, the perpendicular fall of the ground being no more than one 
*' mch in a yard| and scarcely ever more than three ; the road somedmes 
*' conveyed in a straight line, sometimes winding round the sides of 
^ precipices is a picturesque object, and the cars filled with coals or iron, 
^ and gliding along occasionally without horses, impress the traveller who 
^^ is unaccustomed to such spectacles, with pleasing astonishment : the 
'' expence of forming these roads is very considerable, varying according 
<< to the nature of the ground, and the difficulty of procuring proper ma- 
^* terials, it is seldom less than ^fiOOo. per mile, and sometimes exceeds 
^ thtt sum ; the cars from the solidity of their structures and the quantity 
*^ of iron used in the axle-tree and wheels, when leaded weigh not less 
^ than three tons and a half ; they are drawn by a single horse, and the 
^ driv(ir stands on a kind of foot-board beliind, and can instantaneously 
•* stop the car by means of a lever and a drop, \^ich falls between the 
** wheels and suspends their motion ; in places where the decliti^ is moffe 
^ rapid than usual, the horse is taken out, and the car iiBpelle4 foxmut 
^ hy its own wpight»' 
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This is part of a country where the spirit of 
industry seems to meet with the success it 
deserves, and is plainly perceptible among the 
numerous iron forges, coal mines, &c. which 
are ■. in establishment, and by new erections for 
the same purpose; the country now gave evi 
dences of increased and increasing population, 
by the valley being sprinkled with villages and 
numerouss edifices : before I reached Merthyr, 
it was no longer in repose, but all a scene of 
active employ, and often would a car emerge 
from a subterraneous world, through a chasm 
so small as not to be observed until very near 
it, and columns of dark smoke were rising in 
every direction. 

Passing Mr. Hill's works, the ear is first 
assailed by massive hammers, and the roar of 
furnaces. I soon reached Merthyr Tydfil, where 

* 

the river appeared choaked with the scoriae of 
iron ore, so baneful to fish : — with truth it 
may be said, no place in the kingdom has had 
so rapid an increase of trade and population in 
the same nmnber of years; here were objects 



188 

*to me new, striking, and in part wond^ful, 
and afforded an opportunity of observing what 
the abilities of man could be master of, by the 
application of propert}?^, and by perseverance; 
the whde district, and th6 neighbouring hills, 
abound with food for the employment, and 
literally give bread to thousands of artilBceft 
in the service of the Works of Clyfartha, 
Dowlais, Plymouth, and Pen-y-DarraA j the apK 
pearance of them create an idea of the- gloomy 
ipansions of Pluto*s inhabitants existing amidst 
volcanoes, breathing fire and smoke, and whosfe 
flames serve only to add to their emjojottent. 

I first visited the works of Mr. Humphreys, 
the civility of that gentleman not only allowed 
me the privilege of inspecting, but sent an 
intelligent person to point out the different 
processes, which, did I attempt to describe 
minutely, I should only do injustice to the 
task, and betray my own inability ; from the 
native advantage of the p}aGe, the coke is 
here burned, and the iron-stone and Unie cd^ 
ciined, which unites by adding ^e*&ird 4f^ 
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latter to two-thirds of the former; it is tthen 
submitted into the fineries, and melted . into 
pigs, then to the puddling furnace, and formed 
into lumps by ponderous hammers, after which 
from the blooming furnace, it is, by cylinders, 
rolled into bars, when it again undergoes a 
process called finishing, previous to its being 
sent away; and the forming the horse-shoe 
by means of a mould, is a further proof of 
immeasurable genius. The machinery of this 
gentleman's works is put in motion principally 
by steam, and all must be acluiowledged to 
|)e regulated with extreme order and neatness* 

I now went to the works of Mr. Crawshat, 
whose politeness and hospitality to me, did I 
forget to acknowledge, would be a lasting 
reproach, from such extreme civility offered to 
a total stranger. The works of this gentleman 
are on the like process, but on a more en- 
larged scale than the one I had just Idlj 
employing, as I understood, of ^en, wonien, 
and children, near four thousand ; the coun* 
tenaixces of those engaged about th^ furnaces, 

c c 
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portrayed tte ili effects of their dreadful vo- 
cationft; and the sooty legions so disfigured by 
smoke^ pictured more the looks of infornak than 
human .beings. 

I can never emse from my recollection the 
Itnftt^sskin chn^ed when the beautiful iron over- 
shot wheel came .first in view; it is allowed 
to be'>tlje krgest in the worlds being no lesi 
than i 50 feet in diameter, andjgixin breadth i 
the fvaiioifs mechanisni att^idant on it is beaU'» 
tifuBy. eonnected, - and seems to move with 
conscious grace; the escapii^ water sfaEided ail 
in mist by its spray, and the body having 
peifoimed Us office fonns afberward a fine 
cascade; it iS'CS^ed Eplus, and families breatit 
fyr £diu^ Uoomcries and hat &nenesi%H 
water ix^inch turns it is cocfvejred from ^ 
hills nearly five miies distant, aerqanBi ti^e Taffo^ 
and Jbrms a double' aqueduct, elevated^ ^bave 
the bed pf the river ^O or 70 ieeli, mip^Ttel 
£^r near 9D0 yaids, part by stone piUara^'v^nd 
the remainder ^ by . wood ^xtd mm. Ubie. :ai4fa» 

m 

aeftt lightness cf" the ijfhale^w^<bnizastod/i^ 



die massy boundary of the river^ ha^is. not €iily^ 
^ singular^ but a very interesting and pleasing, 
appearance. I cannot conclude withqut sayiiagj^ 
that an admirer of human achievement would 
be gratified for conwng from any distance ta 
visit this monument of genius erected to the 
memory of its enterprising proprietor, and ^ 
deserving artist : it should also be observed^ 
that the whole rests on gudgeons of 100 
toiis, ;and that it is the constant province of 
(^ man to apply sufificient grease to avoid the 
danger of iire arising from friction ; and hift 
peculiar situation at different times in .tha 
performaace is remarkabIe.V ' 

» • 

- The different works, in this place are c»m* 
poted to consume 245 tons of coal in a day^. 
axKi to complete (on an average) 253 toiia o£ 
iron per week. It is highly advantageous^ ta 
some of - the works that the coal, the orei^ 
and lime are within 100 yards of each otW;^ 
tiiufir- avoiding a considerable expence which lit 
attached ' to many works of simikr kind ift 
the countryvi of jsiaving some portion of their 
materials to bring from far : and to add still 
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to the convenience of Merthyr was the canal 
(I so long came on the borders of) con* 
structed^ and is reported to have cost the 
proprietors 5^120,000. expended in order to 
tonvey, in conjunction with other commo- 
"ipties, the produce of their labor to Cardiff 
.with more ease and greater certainty for the 

shipping of various parts. 

• «. _ • . . « 

Merthyr, situated between the hills, has , a 
singular effect, if seen from any of them 
during the night, when the various fires and* 
blastings • from the furnaces, with the incessant 
din of hammers, wheels, mills, and water, adds 
to the awful effect. As to the healthfulness 
of this place, I cannot form any flattering 
conclusions, when it is considered what clouds 
of smoke arise from the works: it is suffi<- 
ciently populous to afford two market-days^ in 
a week, and four fairs in the year; and the 
number of inhabitants is to a certainty more 
than 10,000; and while the contiguous partff 
are so productive as to keep the manu&ctories 
in employ, the place will rather increase thm 
diminish. i 
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After leaving Merthyr a few miles, I enteml 
Brecknockshire; for some distance the country 
was thickly strewed with rude • stones that 
usurped the province of vegetation; on the 
right an upright rock towered its head into a 
cloud, when the vale through which the TajSe 
was gliding was glittering by the gilded rays qf 
the sun ; the face of this terrific mass was 
bedecked with wild vegetation, flowers, and 
patches of sportive ivy ; and chasms were nou- 
rishing the roots of shrubs, which appeared ta 
-triumph in this unmolested situation. The 
face of day considerably changed, and darken** 
ing clouds were gathering from every quarter;* 
the atmosphere became in sable tint, and I was 
sbon driven by the pitiless storm to seek shel- 
ter at the half-way housip, a very humble pile 
indeed, and appearing to be rmsed for the 
residence of undisturbed solitude j but the study 
to please made me forget that any thing 
beyond common comforts were superfluous : 
neither the good old woman or her handmaid 
<^ould speak English, nor I the dialect of their 
fountfy; however yrith various actionsf of dumb 
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^w^ I had all my wants Buj^lied : on ^ the 
slorm beii^ appeased^ and the fkce of heaven 
lesiiuning its wonted serenity^ pursued my jour^ 
ney ; the country now became poor i» , trees, 
and the steep barren mo\mtains i^ere spotted 
with sheep picking a scanty subsistence ; the 
skies of this range /of lofty hills were grooved 
by the power of winter torrents, whose numer* 
Ous tributary streams account for the hasty rise 
of the river ; here passing over a small bridge^ 
I todt leave of the river which had been roy 
companion for upward of 40 mites, no longer of 
consequence to set limits to my admiration, but 
dwindled into a trifling brook only a few feet. 
widp,/and retiring to the right, is lost among 
the mountains where it receives its^ origm. 

i hml scarcely lefl. 9iy late comp«m>n^ w][ia; 
I l^ecame interested in observing the souirccs q£ 
tl^ river Tarrant : small bid^bling spring^ witbi 
acarcdiy stmngth to run were rising hy the 8a4^ 
of the road^ but the numerous asseii|ibkig<^^f^ 
them rapictty increased in size, and the^-iqomiM 
tnns as9uiiied the same appe^i^n^ (^ v|if^ 
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worn by wilder ti»rents. I co^Id not ba( 
observ'e aod admire the atteotion t)»t is here 
paid to fefep the mile, stones regulsr aQ4 
perfectly intelligible i - a circupstance -whicti 
is dis^cefully negleoted in many parts c^ 
£ngla6d. Tbe Tenant had now enlarged itself 
to a.' Considerable stream, aad assisted t^ 
embdlish the couatry. . jvhich became nuwe 
and more improving at beauty the nearer I 
approached to Brecon ; on i^aching the brii%^ 
the vena^ble castie presents itsd^ v^ , whose 
feet the transpu-»)t Usk. was r^ii^; ^ 
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town ^ is of considerable size^ and replete • with 
conveniencies of every description^ most agree- 
ably situated on an eminence, which gives it 
an advantage for pleasing scenery to be ob* 
served from most parts of it ; this has been 
important ground, for many ages, and has 
afforded its share in the pleasures and toils of 
different parties. Its various ruins, of as various 
buildingSj» are monuments of its original con- 
sequence, and frequent sufferings; it is now 
large and populous, and not uphandsome ; has 
three principal streets, and among them several 
houses^ iJiHijre elegant than is usi^i in such 
distaqt towns. The remains of the prioiy 
exhibit a considerable share of old gothio 
workmanship, and the chmrch belonging to 
it still appropriated for public worship ; its 
situation is somewhat gloomy, . but ib^ con* 
sideration of its migmal jmipose and present 
employment rather ad^ a solemnity to it than 
detracts. . 

In the neighbourhood are the remains of 
the castle, which has^ as usual, been the 



(Contested object and refuge of Varioas parties ; 
but its greatest peculiarity: is on account of 
the settlement between the duke of Bucking- 
ham and the bishop of Ely^ for the resto- 
ration of the Lancastrian line to the throne of 
England^ which wai§ her^ successfully managed^ 
and in the end completed; but it should Imve 
been previously observed,, that the bishop Was 
a prisoner of the duke's at the time of the 
scheme originating. The history of this place 
can be brought into a small compass in respect 
of events, of which I shall not be prolix. Of 
the early date of Brecknock it is- related, that 

* The men of Brecknock are. said to havo. 
slain Ithol, the 53d king of Gwent, in aiS. / 

After the Danes were defeated by Alfred, 
they passed the Severn and sjpoiled Breck- 
nock in 896^ 

Bernard de Newmarch took possession of the 
province of Brecknock after a conquest, which 
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hfe wfts perrnttted to achieve after the success 
i)f FitEhamon, and the death of Rhys-ap- 
Tetvdor, in the time of Henry |, he is sup- 

' pidsed to have founded the castle. 

■ • • - 

■.';•■• * 

When William de Bruce was lord of Breck- 
nock, his imcle, Henry of Hereford, was 
murdered by some chieftains of Gwent, in the 
fdgh of Henry II; and in retaliation for the 
deeS, William gave en invitation to Seisyllt* 
l^-Pjrftiwally his son Geoffry,' atnl others, to 
Aliergavenny ks to an entertainment, but in 
the iBean time had the .house of Seisyllt 
burnt, his son ( an infant ) killed in the 
presence of the mother, whom he had dso 
conveyed :ito his castle. 

Trahem the Kttle, a chieftain of Brecknock, 
was assassinated by Williaiti de Bruce, a NoN 
man lord, in the reign of Richard I. 



Brecknock was besieged in the reign of 
Henry III. by Llewellyn, anno I2l6: but it 



vf9S afterwards raided, ^nd matual comprcmifias 
inadp by the parties. (^^'^^ page 12.7) • . .;> 

Llewellyn having ignominiously put to death 
William de Bruce, then lord of Brecknock, 
Henry of Ep^land summoned Llewellyp, to 
appear before him, but he not complying, and 
acting with hostility, the king sent govCTPiors 
into Wales, and treated the Welsh with some 
cruelty, under the plea of conquest in .1281. f 
Llewellyn on this made biHisdf (among other^ 
miiSter of BreokijQck fqi^tr^, ; ; f v- i ^ 
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,'; The country between ' >Bpecknock andrli<Mre^ 
ford wa3 greatly devastated hy the 0Qntan<(iQg 
parties of the king and -j^he earl of Leiccistfi^ 
in conjunction with Llewellyi:|, It ,mtgy:h^hi^ 
observed, that in the. sucQ^iiig rcigp .q^- £d* 
jward, Llewellyn lost all p9\tfer excepting ^y 
&vor of the king, and was afterwards «lain.i^ 
fiualth^ from which time the principality jDcqame 
affixed to England's crown ; but those parts 
iHuch cpiostituted the streiigtb of Jtbe plac^ and 
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tecurity to the town, are now so dilapidated, 
that we may, 

*' Deep struck with awe, now mark, the dome o'erthrown,* 
*' Where once the beauty bloomed, the warrior shone; 
" And see the castle's mouldering towers decayed, 
*' The loose stone tottering o*cr the trembling shade." 

The castle is separated from the town by 
the river Tarrel, over which there is a narrow 

« 

bridge. At the east end of the town is the 
college, which had originally been a Dominican 
priory, but converted by Henry VIII, who stiled 
it ^^ the college of Christchurch, Brecknock,'* 
having added to it the college of Abergilu, it 
remains at this time, consisting of the bishop 
of St. David, as dean, a precentor, treasurer, 
chancellor, and nineteen prebendaries; three ef 
the bishops were buried here, viz. Main waring, 
Lucy, and Bull ; the walks are wonderfully 
pleasant, and shew that the monks were pretty 
well acquainted with the benefit of pleasant 
circumstances to enliven their hours of recre*- 
ation ; the river close by can scarcely be seen. 
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but its murmuring course may be very dis- 
tinctly heard, and its romantic scenery affords 
an agreeable resort for the present inhabitants 
of the town. 



\ 



The church is an handsome edifice in the 
form of a cross, has side ailes in the body, 
but none in the chancel, and the cloisters 
may still be seen, which originally joined it 
to the priory: the inhabitants are numerous^ 
and the many respectable edifices bespeak its 
prosperity, and I should deserve to be branded 
with ingratitude did I neglect to ofl^ my 
thanks to the Rev. Richard Davis^ chief 
magistrate of the place, not otdy £»: his hos- 
pitality, but trouble in pointing out any thing 
worthy of attention. No sooner had I lefi 
Brecon, but the scenes became enriched with 
every object that can diversify landscape in 
the most picturesque effect^ and all the pro* 
ductions of the earth were embellishing the 
vale in abundant fertility, beautifully intersected 
by vernal enclosures^ tinged with all the 
^oloiii-s iqost grateful to the sights and fiourish-^^ 



202 

ing from the industrioas attention paid to 
agriculture : .. through this smiling plain the 
meandering Usk winds its rippling face in every 
fantastic curvature, and finely contrasting the 
regular and glassy surface of the canal, which 
appears sullen by the conscious superiority of 
the celebrated river; on each side the banks 
rise with graceful ascent, and break into a 
rich prospect of omaxnehted and cultivated 
nature, spotted with nuinerous small residences 
seated on its bosom ; the valley is spacious, 
lind . receives ■ an additional grace by being 
sprinkled with edifices : all . arrayed in white ; 
(ttotaring /tbeJ sweet blessings of content, pre-* 
sentingia'^ni^ost' garnished View, arrayed iii the 
gay ' bttire of nature, and ^ making' it impossible 
to do justice to such 'scenery by any attempt 
of mine "ta description; when I considered 
the amaiing product likely to be obtained, 
I could not but' recollect with pleasure the 
following energetic liiiet 3 on the security 
this kingd6m enjoys^ itt respect to thee pro^ 

» 

perty of indi^4duals, in evety station of their 
iDfcoi;|patioiii9tf ,[ . ! 
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'* Oh happy plains, remote from war's aiarmi, 
** And all the ravages of hostile arms ! 
" And happy shepherds, who, secure from fear, 
** On open downs, preserve your fleecy care! 

r 

** Where spacious bams groan with increasing store, 
" And whirling flails disjoint the cracking floor, 
•* No barbarous soldier, bent on cruel spoil. 

Spreads desolation o*er your fertile sbil; 

No trampling steed lays waste the ripening grain* 
" No crackling fires devour the promised gain: 
*' No flaming beacons cast their blaze a^, 
** The dreadful signal of invasive war ; 
" No trumpet's clangor wounds the mother's ear, 
" And calls the lover from his swooning fair. 
" The happy fields, unknown to noise and strife, 
** The kind rewarders of industrious life." 

Near the fifth mile stone on the left, by 
the road side, is a venerable mcmument of an-* 
tiquity, whiqh is nearly involved in obscurity; 
ijt is of a cylindrical form, about five feet high, 
on which the traces of a few Roman letters 
still remain, though time has bestowed much 
pains to destroy its dumb eloquence; it is 
by some supposed to be a sepulchral pillar : 
Camden takes notice of it, and describes the 

characters to have been N filius Vic- 

torini, an4 bishop Gibson likewise mentions 



» 

i 
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the stone, but no certainty, from either 
them or the stone itself, can now be had, 
and it is with some difficulty that VICTOR 
can be clearly distinguished, so all conjec- 
ture for what purpose or by whom erected 
must be superfluous ; of its antiquity alone 
we can be certain, but the great destroyer 
of all will perhaps soon erase every mark 
now remaining, and consign the whole to 
oblivion. 

The nearer approaches of the road became 
more wooded, but not less agreeable, and 
while the eye was viewing such a series of 
delights from the prospects, the fragrant flow- 
ers of the entwining honeysuckle, were filling 
the air with the sweetness of its perfume, to 
add to the gratification of another sense; to 
the right is the house of Mr. Wynnis, cal- 
led Buckland ; on the left the ride receives 
no inconsiderable ornament from, a vast sheet 
of water, called Lan-gos-pool : near the ele- 
venth mile stone the remain of a castellated 
object, called Tretwr, hands itself to notice by 
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peeping above numerous trees in the midst of 
f smaU village; it doea not appear a very 
ancient structure^ but the nearer I approached^ 
the more my attention was demanded; not 
only by the elegance of its toww, but the 
yellow tint left &om the pencil of corroding 
iixati nothing remuned but the ruined circu- 
\ix shell, and' a few vestiges of ancient modes 
cf defence 'which once enclosed it, were partly 
faiddmi from the eye by a luxuriant mantle (^ 
\vjf whilo Another was' in a dedining p*3tUl«| 



20(5 

not so much from the decay of time, as from 
die wanton barbarity of the incurious. Ne- 
glected pile! scarce any history to record, or 
tradition to relate that thou once hadst fame ! 
but surely disgrace had not blotted out thy 
liame, as being one of those links not forged 
for the strength of the country, but as a chain 
to bind the fiberty pf the subject in the cru- 
elty of feudal times, a shackle to fetter nature 
and curb its freedom! There is but one cir- 
eum:stance which I could find relating to it; 
that is, during .Glendwr's rebellion, Henry IV. 
confided it to James Berkley, from which we 
may conclude the structure owes its demolition 
to that chief. Of the village, there is nothing 
else of consequence to detmn a traveller. 

• ■ • ^ ■• ' 

Continuing onwards, every step aflfords a 

various prospect raidered beautiful by change, 
and more delightful by variety ; yet, paradox- 
ical as it may seem> it is still a sameness,' 
but that sameness, from its incessant loveliness; 
not onlyi animates tiie eye, but enlivens i the 
mindi tl;^ mamion^ the villa^.the iitott^gey 




w«re sprinkled :on the confines of .the stre^^ 
fill tinted in whit^^ as jemblematical of intenit^ 
neatness^ 9ixd I could npt help i|ifriDgii;ig uc||ti 
ja commandment by coveting the lowly ^ropf 
of^ one of the latter, hut not without wisl^ng 
the present proprietor was benefited by tl;i^ 
loss of it. There is ope peculiarly attrac^ye, 
being the residence of Admiral Gejul (sofd % 
must beg leay^; to adopt the sentiments ;flowing 
from the elegant pen of Mr. Skrine), /^ dis-. 
^^ tmguished for the beauty of its position, the 
^^ singularity of its structure, and the eeci^nt^ 
^^ benevolence of its worthy owner^ who, '^?^i^ 
^^ with well earned' fame from tl^a active duties 
f^ of his profession, here gla4deas |;he haafjt fpf 
^^ the villager by his liberality, ffid j^ J^% 
^^ esteemed by the whole cQui^try ." 

opposite iQ l^e jiasjt^ipeiitioiied place, j;^ 
the road i^df, and pt^ mile dsstant, si^iXi^&Jf 
(^iHiilech,^^ pn imm^se Aqt stone, ^ugporii^i^ 
hy fouf others, wppQsed ,tp have he^ 4^^:* 
c«kted tp, m^ Hpmployed in <^ rites, cf Pn4^ 
dicsil religion, a mm^ pf 8av^e M^ffi^ 



208 

where human sacrifices are said to have been 
offered to their ' deities ; and when I reflected 
thai this might have been stained by thdr 
horrid riles of superstition, as the blood of 
imen was considered more acceptable than that 
of animals, perhaps it* might have been reeking 
with human gore, . I could not resist pitying 
their barbarous zeal as considering it a sanction 
whereby every species of vice was washed away. 

4 • 

^ I now entered Crick-howell, or as others 
stilejt Crug-h)rwel, and found it a neat though 
srrrall town, Mtnated near the Usk, over which 
ai^ is a briage of fourteen arches; the 
inhabitants boast of the salubrity of this situ- 
itibn, and informed me they wer^ frequently 
resorted to by numerous visitors^ for the 
benefit of pure air and tissistance of goat's 
xmlk whey ; they appear to enjoy of the 
fiecessaries and cotnforts of life a very consi-« 
derable share; and las far as I was concerned 
in acquiring, found - as i reasonable as most 
parts of thia country; and the habitations dltqm 
^[etiier were very respefetabfef ' ' 
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At a little distance from the extremity of,. 
the town, and rather out of the road, are the 
remains of an andeiit castle, called by some 




Alisby casde, but from Its present appearance 
scarce any regular information can be gained, 
but is. now interesting only as 



" — ■ - ..■■ Time'i [jadual touch 
'* baa mouldcKd tnto beant]' manjr a 
" wbich, wben it frowatd wiiti kU ii 
" was only terrible." 



^nd instead of the shew of defence, now pre-- 



sents a few unprotected walls iaterspersed with 
ivy. In Glendwr's rebellion, the king of En- 
gland entrusted this castle to John Pouncefort; 
the keep is somewhat in the manner of Cardiff, 
mounted on an artificial eminence, but divested 
of all security to itself or surrounding remnants, 
which appear to be subjected to the ilse of the 
neighbouring people, for constructing or repairing 
their dwellings ; in all probability, this castle was 
destroyed by Glendwr, and tiever after rebuilt. 

On the mountain called Camo, but a 
6mall distance from hence, was fought the 
battle between EtfadO^ald and tl^ force of Gla- 
morgan in 728, but the contest w^as not ended 
by the particular success of either party ; the 
appearance of the country r^^mbled .w^t i 
have before ob^ervied, aflid xiontinued in the 
same species of scenery, clij^pgi^g .^^ neior 
ment into some new beauties, and every instant 
disclosing the profjise g^fts of .Hi^tyre ^teeming 
with fertility, and every house and person 
avowing the' enjoyment of content and happi* 
»ew; •an4 
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** The lucid Usk the enamoured eye pursued 

*' along the expanse^ the undulating line 

" that nature loves, whether with gentle bend 

*' she slopes the vale, or lifts the gradual hillt 

*^ winds the free rivulet, or down the bank 

*' spreads the wild wood's luxuriant youth, or breaks* 

** with interrupting heights the even bound 

•* of the outstretch*d horizon. = ' . 

« ■ ■ ■ — gradual up the height 

" of the rough hills, ascending Ceies leads 

** the patient step of labour ; the wide heath, 

*'. where once the nibbling flock scant herbi^ cropt, 

** waves in the breeze, with goldm harvests crown'd!" 



Near the summit of the grassy hills 
obseired small white hillocks/ where I w»s 
mformed lime-kilns had formerly; been; and 
When all. the stone well, ^thih their reach 
had been - exhausted^ the structures were * re- 
moved into more convenient situations^ and 
are supposed to be the j^emains: of: labor two 
isehturies pist* / ^ 

I now entered Abergavenny, a town of 
much respectability, consideraHe in size, replete 
vnth all conveniences, 'and a thorough&re to 
an. extensive part ■ oi WaJ^' aad northem, 



counties. It has the character of gaining cele- 
brity from tKe resort of many persons^ as well 
of fashi9M: s^ invalids for the purpose, with 

which most folteur the custom to bthet places 

• * • • • 

of annual migration,, health, variety, and recre- 
ation : at the same time it is to be considered, 
there are not the usual appendages here^ as at 
many others, of minerals or bathing waters ; 
but if jEwal retiremaits ore sufficiently attrac- 
tive>- attd die ^mind can be siitisfied. \^ith the 
scenery and peculiarities of a hilly or moun- 
tambus 8itn0ti(Hi;j F confers it is in p}|^; in 
niMt Ireapedtr applicable, and a^ reasob^e in 
thai antieles of food and convenlenci^ as my I 
abi/acquateted kith. : I( boasts of age, and i^ 
eosjimetioia with othert; bi» borne number)efi$ 
iJBag»itadei^; it jsUtnds on a> gentle risdtig pfmnA 
at itha fidbf^oo^ilie J)evr^, wkdcV/skextd bjr the 
sinuous and limpid Usk, over whidfi tt'aliiiit 
bridge of fifteen arches. It is stated to have 
boenf onde a corporated tbWn, dnd ro&siderdble 
hi * popidaiion; it is well peopled, although 
severs! branch^ : of trade have of > lata yitM 

Imd: iatt ;' md iU-«^ smll iba^c^ in. -ftmndi 
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aftd iihoes^ ivhich. are seat to : Bristol for ex- 
pQrtatiorx.jstilL remains. 

When Wllli3myfIIl4,aijquired ihe^gqmrnment 
of this jtaim, nJAaigjBsexmyiM^^ 
been. mther;^gai]^t:'it^. , .and .iti ^ypi^^ugi^^ 
they Jost «,^eir . di»ter;';hutt^ 
iron^^woarks Ja r tsoone ripeaBnreaBr# 
bring' this.t 'pl^e^ iik^o 1^1^^ impdotenee^ipAivit 
has lor many ^yeurs^^^ejvpeoenoM ^eaA^ii'^I^MfSpr- 
rcniridmg..eniiBi8a6es s9eBm^4o^fi|(»9Jbe|r«^^ 
and gteat ^.ajj^y^-pf „Qre 'to ^ ,cot|ti|Dsue -^fche 
concerns, of which these ^ are the- |]pindpal'; 
viz. Blanaevon^ !3eaufort, Serhowy^. and Elber* 
Vale^ and the numerous streams descending 
firom the hills are calculated to encourage any 
establishment which requires the md of wat^ir. 
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. The town was once walledt and had a 
castle of considerable size^ moat delightfuUy 
situated on an eminence which commands, the 
town^ and contributes to the pleasure of an 
extensive prospect: the ruins may. now be a 
guide to a gre^t share of truth m ascertaining 

P f 
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the original' form and extent; and though not 
■ rieftriy so much surrounded by wood, : or its 
wall- so profiisely covered by the clinging ivy,' 
as many' relics of other fortresses are, yet it 
is an interesting subject for observations sttA 
contemplation, now mouldering and presenting 
to the view the fete of former grandeur and 
security: erected "by- Hameline de Baladun,' one 
of "the Norman adventurers, who acquired' 
Abergavenny (thte ancaent Grobannium of the' . 
Rotnana) by conquest, and endeavoured to ■ g^w 
it an'.appeaitince of a permanent setttemtnt, -.', 
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In 1177 the castle was chosen by Wilfikm 
de Bruce, (a lord of Brecknock), for thfe 
duplicity of entertaining . Seisyilt, ' whilst Ds 
Bruce burnt the house of his guest, murdered 
his infant son, and confined the ^ife, in retak 
liation for .the asskssination of Brude's uncles 
for this the castle was afterwards sfionned^ 
and the governor, his wife/ and garrison, witfi 

the fortress, destroyed 5 and De Briice narrowly 
escaped. ^ 






r : 



In 1202, when Llewellyn gave a blow to 
the independence of Wales by swearing fealty 
to the English, and submitting the territory 
to feudal principles, some occasion of jealousy 
occurred, and expeditions against Wales were 
ther consequence, when Bruce obtained Abi^^ 
gavenny. 

When Henry IV. headed an army in the 
north during Glendwr's rebellion, among other 
€astl63 cofifided to persons oif fidelity in the 
fttlUr^hei^; fte. we find Abergavenny was entrusted 
to Sir William Beauchamp. ^' ' ' 
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The castle and lordship were, enjoyed by 
his son Richard, but he dying in consequence 
of a wound in 1420, the castle and lordship 
became the right (as settled by. a will of 
Sir William's, on failure of issue male by his 
son) of Richard, earl of Warwick^ the favo? 
rite of Henry V. afterwards his son Henry 
succeeded and had additional honours given 
him, by being created duke of' Warwick, with 
privilege to wear a golden coronet; he did 
not enjoy them long, for dying in the 22d 
year of his age, the possession fell to 

Richard Nevill, brother to the late duke. 

. The duke of Clarence was the next posses- 
sor ;of the* castle, and on his attainder it was 
taken to by 



' I 



Richard III.-— at his death it was restored to 



The widow of the earl of Warwick, ,who ,,iii 
a short time was compelled to svirreo^er it .by. 
deed to -^ ' > . 
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Henry VII. who granted it to 

The earl of Pembroke, created duke of Bed# 
ford; from him it reverted to the crown.-^ 
Henry VIII. restored it to the heirs of its old 
possessors, the Nevills ; which afterwards cr^* 
ated some dispute to whom it should of right 
belong, as the family were divided, and the 
bM-ony of Le.Despenser belonged equally to 
tbem ; this was decided by granting the barony 
of Abergavenny to the male, and Le Despenser 
to: the female branch, but precedence ; to . tiie 
latter; and by, lineal descent, the present earl is 
the possessor. 

This castle has the same privilege as Arun^ 
del, that of giving the dignity of 6arou to its 
possessor, exclusively of any other creation. 

I am not certain of the time or cause .which 
reduced the pile to ruins, but conceive, it. is 
not; improbable that Glendwr's rebellion: t^s 
the original^ means, of its destruction, for it is 
well known that bold chief seldom spared any 
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edifice which '1 Ay in thfe way of his designs, 
or afforded protection to his opponents ; and 
those 'which escaped or had repaired injuries 
from him, met (with very few exceptions) a 
final overthrow from the rage and barbarity of 
Oliver CromwelL 

. Many years ago this town had three churches; 
of which, one only, called St, Mary's, is now 
i^)propriated for the service in ' English ; this 
was once attached to the priory founded by 
Hameline de Barham (or Baladun) for black 
Monks of (he French order;* in it are 
many curious monuments of antiquity, and t>f 
noble and ancient families ; but to enumerate 
them or to give rfeseription, would not be 
veiy interesting, and the guide will fully ex- 
plaia them:— ^Another church is in being, but 
very decayed, and is solely used by the ^ Welsh. 
The traveller who ' ha^ time, and' wii^has to 
hsLVt a distant and luxuriant display 6f nature^' 
wiH be amply compensated by ascending eitha:* 
of the eminences of the Blorenge^ 6ir«t Skyr- 
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ttd, or the Sugar-Loaf ; tjie latter, is the higtiest, 
being 1852 feet above the inbuth of the 
Gavenny which discharges its watersr into Xhi 
Usk, a short distance from the town ; neither 
of them are iso far situated as n to be fatiguii^ 

in the journey, or difficult to accomplish. ^ 

» . - • .< 

Ijeivihg' Aba'gavenny you keep by the side 
of the ground belonging to the park of Sir 
Hanbuht Williams, where fine groves - of 
trees were fancifully disperse, and - the place 
receiving every charm from the improving hand 
of ^rt; but the mouldering pillar* at the 
entrance gate spread a gloom over the mind, 
as representing mutes moumfiilly lanienting^ a 
fallai gt^te :^ behind it the Little Skyrrid rears . 
its ' variegated head, embellished vrtth every 
feature that can tend to delight, and perhaps 
exhibititig the finest specimen of adorned na- 
ture : by tufted shrubs and a luxuriaiicy of 
fertility. . The vale became more ' expanded and 
variegated ' by the fantastic Usk, which was 
not ; only abundant in water, but limpid and 
refreshing. Fancy had stretched forth her handj 
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and '•combitied all the beauties of art tastefully 
strewed on those of nature ; and beautiful asi 
the whole of the ride had been frpm Brecon, 
it was here out-done, all her store having beeu 
exhausted in presenting an expanse of the 
most pleasing intermingled beauties. Never did 
I see , a country more designed for happiness, 
or for^ned to smile misfortunes aws^ ; and vsrith 
a n^t Tesidence just large enough to hold 
one who could 'felicitate in the surroundirig 
beauties, : it would appear a terrestrial paradi^- : 

At the fifth mile fetpne on the right is the 
sfeat of ^ the Rev, Dr. Hooper, with eyejry 
suitable gnd' interesting embellishment: on the 

left is the neat cottage of r Green, Esqi 

Beycaid it a plantation of firs by the road 
side bespoke the approach to a mansion of 
degaiace, the entrance to which was throu^ 
a light arch of gothic architebture, tastefulty 
fembellished. Clytha the ^at of W. Jones; 
Esq. here presents itself, adorned with every 
appendage that opulence could furnish; la* 

vacating ito fiad its possessf^r from hom^ of 



whom I wished to have requested a sight of 
the castle, (whose top is ^ only seen froitt 
the house, being excluded by embowmng trees,)' 
a respectable person belonging to the establishK 
inient not only assured me permissbn, bcil re-"' 
quested to be my attendant : through a beatitiM* 
pleasure-ground the path is laid out with much 
taste and judgment, not only to render the 
smcebt as easy as possible by its gentle curvatures, 
but: grateful by the perfume of fragrant shrubs 
planted by its side; seats were stationed in 
difierent situations, and evenings cut* tt> catch 
pleasing views, and every fancy which ' genius 
coiild bestow had been applied, to render it 
a peculiar charm to the eye,, and artfully to 
cbnceal the castle from view, till its nearest 
approach. 

. The structure is gothic> in a beautifill stile 
of architecture/ situated 'onh the" summit of. a 
hill, which displays a feature <bf landscape, com- ' 
manding attention and admiration, formed for 
iHtellectual and ^Irene enjoyment, con templa- 
tioii/. and pensiyeness, ^th sruch charms as only 

OS 



tf^i b§^ outshone by the ^g^c^ of its* int^raal' 
4l3CQratipnst; the views ^ from it are exquisiteljr; 
Ifmi^n], and the^ di9t$nt hills formed an am** 
phitheatr^ att^ed in azure mist. The residence^ 
of Dr. HpoPEH, is from hence peculiarly at- 
tpap^Ke^ and the grounds in its rear are so* 
tastefully, di^>layed^ that they would not allow: 
of any further capaUUty of improvement; Ott 
descending) the hill myi wdl-infprmed a:ttendanfc 
not only requested me to rest myself at the 
i^nsio^j but partake of refreshment^ mid urged; 
rpfi ^th so much warmth^ that it 8p(^e the 
wi^dbea of his own feeBngHy and the innate hofr- 
p^alky of the generous possessor of Gytha, 
that X could scarcdy resist accepting it: re-: 
ceivtng such peculiar attmtidn from a totals 
stranger^ filled me with sensations of surprise, 
but when I reflected it proceeded from the 
characteristic hospitality of; the country^, maikes 
Iwguage beoome too feeble to express my^ 
thanks; nor could \i leave a place at whidb^ 
such marked attention was shewn^ without -se* 
cr^tly. enjoying a peculiar satisfaction/ althou^* 
\X(iMt sufSdfi&tlj^: to es:pr^y my ws^dk of it* 
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On the left is Lanafdi, wfaiose pcnsetedk- is ikeAf 
allied by the ties of Mood to CSytha; attd NdOid 
it.likewidiB bedpokfe its kikbdhid by a reSfiiilbllBMel 

■ * 

i<i elegance^ / * 



*■■■»' 



Oii reaching the sumimt of the hiU^ I eduH 
not resist casting a look back on the parts I 
hadi 1^ ; the. view^ though change^^ had ac* 
jjuitied (if possible) additional beakitled; a xih^ 
tatensire sight 6( th^ mie^ideiing Usk^ vi^ 
iudding graces t6 the uppier part of the valey hj^ 
its capricious aiid fantastic iorm; looking dowil 
the vale it setimed to take its farewell^ ^t) 
digiiifiedly retired^ ghdiiig bdiind a fertilized 
hill peculiar in richness^ and (divi^rsified iviih 

every thing that scenery admits. 

• ■ . , ■ • * 

* . ..... « . 

** Here lawns extend that scorn Aroadian pride, 

"And brighttr stitams fhah tam'd Hydasptt, glide; 

" Here all arouad the g^ntlM breesei plaj^ 

<' Here gentlest music melts on every spray: 

'* Creation's mildest charms are here combined ; ' 

«* Ettremea arp oqly in the viewer's mind." 

Leaving the direct road to Monmouth, which 
breaks off to tjtie left, kept to the right to 
visit Bagla&l, whose ivy*d walls presenting every 
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y^^ie^ble tint^ aopn ap{)eared iiTviiew^y and madE^ 
tiietlip^use with admiration; dndcitf bi)id app^#n 
i?»<? /whined my.viywigg^nation jwit^ the jtnioat 
lively impressions of delight by itjB ;(exti?nsiyje 
and ponderous remains, which seemed to 
P^senpihle the wpfjc of ^up^rnfftur^ . fi^^^cy. ,- 

r <• ■■ : • , 

>ai.Rflgl#n4> *«!■?( jPtf^ngejC; on, h^ jpvrney, .tappa* 
^4!9My-.« on Ipwf ground,' t>ut ;^ft iijspwtiqni.<|f 
^ n^n? is ,su|[iciept to, dp> ai^jf^ ai^y ^sj^dhi 
,ifjpa; ,, it will., , be; fomid in ,. ;?eajjty. , ^ fileK^e4 

tpxly f^u^pris^g, ; and; as agre^^bl/^ 9^ they s^ 
jliver^ified:. ^depjj^ as I ey^ppf^ Wi.SHpl? 
g^a^ficatjpn, f t^ was the , mori^; pl^ing^ I ^d frfnpn 
this trifling mattf^. I.had ad^itipfisl ^.P.&f^ V^ 
so noble an edifice should have met such an 
undes^ed &te.^ . The vast gjfandgur. of the 
original building, And most of the appendages, 
may be easily edrfcdved, although the means 
of entertainment are nq mgre ; tlie venerable 
relics can now only aid the reflective mind to 
Ine distress occasioned by warfare, and height- 
ehed oil the consideration of having been im4 
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b^ed; in. brothee^t . . l>Iood ^ of att ' utommotioiis 
to I whidi the '. fate: of ^nations -vs liable^ > nbt 
the : least' horrid > J is that of ^ dvU ' tiimult ;•! ^ its 
raotspiur i scarcely. evearOfimobtl^ed; b^t by the 
dos^ltie^ioa i of ^He ^qppbsite^ and: the^ spoil 6f 
^Yeryjthiog which IukI booOi 9wned>(by the yk>4 
tiniMytfK i^s aeourity r nor \rofe':,the lesceises 
cbdunitfasd on the moce pdacefbl^^lesa^lesibructivtt 
than^' thei .sdv£)ge iidqaiolition ndf ii^ge> axvA.'\)ass 
fearity, stimulated from revenge ; of defencb 
and slaughter. This place is one among the 
iMtfO^rpus proofe of Jtherdevaststing fiahciple of 
stormy &cdon^ iandiie&^iubits .proud i remnants of 
pppubriiy and ficot {dttachoient toi aUi honest 
caiii$eji In surveying/ f the extent ;idr &e ruinS| 
and the numerous >jcommahicatiori8^;fiom one 
port -to f another^ we dnist.naturallyi-be^surpiisqd 
at..the< infinitudel.oC l^ibor/ex€krtbd!-tdl^^ it;^ 

« 

and we are ahoi-ied to ; ccH^edaive that our 
anc^st^rs . had a greati^ iloKrirledge I of : binding^ 
t^r tniltelials tQgethet?;,t<^ withstand deoay^ and 
proire. a. greater diiSculty for mail to disjoin, 
thftn the present < age is^ master of : I could 
not ^t Qbsjsrve. Urn wasjn a. grea| measure 
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(he CBMe-thett^ as at Cdeiplultyy that to the 
itrength df the cement we are bdioldeii ^ the 
remains of the mansion.; for the extreme diffi-^ 
cnky €f sqmrating the stcmes fiDm it^ pMservesi 
the oompacted;: masses from the pilfimng h«nd 
which wqold iaag since fastte destrqgred them; 
and not iniprolmbly ms well from destetiotire 
inclinatkuis/ f as ' to be ^sabservient' for timt 
purpoftea of building or replurmg thekr ' serardl 
dwdfixigSp' ; 



:♦ • I. ■' ■» I. 
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Hie dale of foimding thk building cannot 
be with ^certainty :statedy wad though it is i^d 
to be: of no great antiquity,' yet I presume 
this ariaess firom the many modem ornaments 
discoverable in various = parts of its ruins ; my 
dfHnion is -that a baronial^ residence had >b£en 
Iplig estabtishbd bere^ enlarged upon, and con^. 
atracted to circumstances required, and the owner 
^waod smtaUeJ It bas: been said that k had 
its origin; ilk the reign of Henry VII. but thag 
mbet assiotdly is an error/ sinoe we can find 
in, history: that even in die reign of Henry Ih 
» period jacvious of 330 feurs, the casHe^ aiu} 
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manor of Ragland was given to Walter Blo^** 
afterwards confirmed to Sir Japies Berkley,, who^ 
married Bloet-s daughteri but in a pedigree of 
the Beaufort iamily, inserted at length by Miv.> 
Coxe, it begins in the reign. o£ Richard lh< 
and continues in direct order ta the preaeoti 
heir ; both these t^ircumstancei th^^efiire clearly* 
demonstrate an early origin of the fauildii^;: 
of the occasion of its downfall, it had'scamet 
need be said, that it wie in the uidiappy tim^- 
of Charles I. but for an explicit account there*^ 
of^ and many, curious particulars relating^ to thci. 
fanrily, with « dfeicription of its aadertt. apart-, 
roents^ I must reeommend the^ traveller to >ar 
small but sufficiently explicit tract, compiled] 
and published by Mr. Hibath, of Monmouth, 
and which may dso be had lit the village $ suf-- 
fice it therefore: to say, that these magmficent*. 
ruins are entitled to Htui honour of < being: cm^r 
c^ the last fortresses which, held otat . in . favour} 
of Charles I. and to be more h^hly eoxtsidfired) 
c^ when it is known not to have been a l castle: 
in the strict sense of the word, but as a 

♦ Hagdale. 
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baronial residence strengthened and defended 
for the purpose of loyally giving refuge to an 
unfortunate sovereign, fend bearing the troubles 
consequent thereon ; of the munificence or 
magnificence of its dignified owner it would 
be scarcely believed, were it not well attested 
cm the historic page, and however unfortu- 
nate it ended still redounds to credit, and an 
honouraible testimcmy of loyalty^ bravery, and 
perseverance ; anid it must i be satisfactory to 
relate, that in c^der tp perpetuate the events - 
of those days, and contribute to the preser-* 
vation of these venerable remains, the present 
proprietor has strictly enjoined a forbearailce to 
plunder, or otherwise defac^ them. 

Those who feel an innate pleasure in being 
amongst ruins, and recapitulating in their mind 
the numerous vicissitudes to which it might 
have been liable, ; vrill here find ample ^n* 
oouragemait to their reveries. The sublime 
appearance of the ivy-mantled walls, the beauti- 
ful south entrance, and stately chambers, are I 
truly in a state sufficiently adverting to the 
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rajMne of rflen, and slow but sure efforts of 
corroding Ume. This place has something 
b^ond many other buildings of the nature to 
occupy our attention by the records of Hs 
destruction, haraig been so careftilly preserved, 
and the epoch not so distant; but (in a 
manner) we may kcdve information from the 
relatives of the party who, in some shape or 
other, were emplt^ed in the business: under 
these circumstances Ragland will stand foremast 
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a$ a place worthy the curiosity of travellers, 
arid will afford a fiind for observation, both 
pleasant and strikifig. The reverence due to 
such a pile will arise not only from the situ- 
ation in which it now appears with all the 
characters of splendour, which e*en the destroy- 
ing hand of time will give ; but Irom the part 

it has borne in a scene of incessant turbulence 
and general confusion; nor carii the accidents 

of warfare deprive it of the glory it undoubt- 
edly has acquired from the defence of its noble 
and generous commander. Nature; ever busy, 
has long and unceasingly been, at work, and 
decorated the remains ,with a profusion and 
variety ,of elegiancies; trees of almost every 
sort, and shrubs pf numerous Jdnds,, have. been, 
and are Btill growing in the vacancies where, 
splendid^ , hospitality once reigned; and its once 
beautiful and . well levelled terraces no longer 
to be 4seen,:rby all. the ^1 generating luxuriant 
weeds 5 ' here the feathered, trills' are -now 
t|ie inhabitants . of places in ; which the trans-f. 
actions of a: king^pni have ;been. pjmyass^, and 
estimated accordingly. , 
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" O thou, who mid the world-inTolving glctpm^ 

" Sitt*st on yon solitary spire ; 

** Or slowly shak'st the sounding dome, 

*< Oi hear'st the wildly watbling lyre ; 

*' Say, when thy musing soul, 

** Bids distant times unroll, 

•* And marks the flight of each revolving year— 

*' Of years, whose slow consuming power^ \- " ' 

** Has clad with moss yon leaning tower^ 

** That saw the race of glory run, 

" That marked ambition's setting sun, 

" That shook old empire's tow'ring pride, 

*< That swept them down the floating tid^^ 

** Say, when these long-unfolding scenes appear, 

^ Streams down thy hoary cheek the pity-darting tear ?*' 

Thre^ miWs beyond Raglahd on the right^ 
is Dyna^tow courts which ha& had somewhat to 
do Jn the early concerns, of the country; Im 
I £nd it mentioned, as, being the place to which 
ih^ enr9ged party (after the storming of Aber-^' 
gavenny was conclvided) came and madei & gene* 
ral carnage, of which Eanulph the Governor, 
Sipd Qth^r active de&nders fell c the victims. 
fJw CQuld not have been a fortre6$ ofconse^ 
<|i)§tice 2it i^y time, were we to judge fromi 
^peajtance^ nor is it likely to have been 
Qtiai^mae^ thaa a manor«^hou$e ere9ted in the 
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lumbering' stile of the times, though it is 
"ktated as a castle on the decapitation of the 
earl of Pembroke, anno 1469, among tlie places 
he died possessed of; it came afterwards into 
the family of Jones, from whom it was 
purchased by Mr. Duberly, and is now th« 
residence of Samuel BosANauET, Esq; of 
London* 

At the end of three miles further I entered 
Monmouth, after passing a scope of that elegant 
scenery peculiar to South Wales, of which 
I know not whether to admire midst the 
difierent gradations of light and shade, or 
brilliant or gloomy rays 6f the suii ; all had 
their charms, all had their effect, and ^in 
every ^ situation and character portrayed inces- 
sant elegancies apd gratifying assemblage. 

Momnouth, situated on the. rivers Monnow 
and Wye, presents to the traveller a variety of 
pleasing and animating landscapes, placed neariy 
central among a number of eminences. 'Diere 
is scarce imy spot from which the town does 
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not appear to advantage ; and where beau^ 
is deficient^ singularity is prominent; the two 
bridges so different in construction, form.-* 
contrast as pleasing as dirersified, and the oaa 
that bestrides the former, hands itsdf to par^ 
ticular notice by the venerable gateway ^at -is 
seated on it ; its high antiquity is very evident^ ' 
and the era of its construction prior to .the 
conquest. It is to be regretted that the nu- 
merous specimens of our forefathers* labopr, 
^ould be considered so disgustful to the lAo- . 
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dem eye, and condemned to be no more; this 
has induced me to represent this remnant of 
thdbr carets to preserve it in the memory of 
the ourioiis.. The elegant appearance of the 
to^iver arid spire of the church, with the rich-r 
oeaa of the. woods riang over each other from 
^e. silvery meandering streams, give such an 
effect to thq scene, as at once to captivate the 
heart, and dfepose.. the contemplative mind to 
unutti^able enjoyment. The town is. governed 
by. a mayor and two bailiffs, under a charter 
derived from Edward VI. in the year 1549, 
and sends a member to parliament in conjunc- 
tion with the burgesses of Newport and Usk. 
There is a free school in the place, founded 
by S^illiam Jones^ who had been a haber- 
dasher in tendon, and one among the, for- 
tunate number who from obscurity rose to 
opulence and respectability ; the master has a 
house, and 90l. per year; the usher a house 
and 45l. per year. Tliere are also alms- 
houses for 'l^f^enty persons, each of whom has . 
3s. 6d. per week; and the clergyman, for offi- 
ciating, inspecting, &c. has a house and garden , 
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and 1051. per year : , when, we! consider the 
.value of money at the time of its foundation, 
which was in the reign of James L it will 
speak the generosity and liberality 6£ Ihe 
endower. 






On the banks of the Monnow, and rrear 
the bridge^ is the very ancient church dedi*' 
cated to St. Thomas; almost all the fibatures nof 
the building indicate that its original : foundation 
was in the Saxon aera^ and from^iSnie to time 
intermixed with the stile of such ages as were 
pngaged in its reparation; it is now a chapel 
of ease to St, Mary, (the other church,) and 
Tuesdays are appointed for the service. The 
town is independent of the county, but in the 
jurisdiction of the duchy of Lancaster; was 
bri^nally walled round, and had four gates; 
there was likewise a suburb (in the latter of 
which was St. Thoinas before-mentiop.ed,) ^nd 
excepting on the river side, was,S]aua:pu]|;\ded hy 
a ditch of /considerable depth. Q^igD^^ ,^9^, 
^^ the town was of much ipipprtanae ^ the 
[^ tinje qf the conquest,'' pr^vipus to which it 
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is supposed the castle was founded, which no 
douht was the readence of the lord of those 
parts, (some are inclined to think it was much 
later in its foundation and name,) John, lord 
of Monmouth} who was deposed (for adhering 
to the rebellious barons) by Henry III. How- 
ever consequential it might formerly have been, 
and appropriated to military or benevolent pur- 
poses, but a very trifling remnant is left ; and 
cme among a multitude to silently admonish us 
of the fiitile endeavour to rear edifices to 
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Withstand the corroding influence of insatiate 
time, or remain unmantled by the caprice of 
man ; vague and indeterminate ^ must be any 
elaborate attempt to describe an account of its 
original plan and apartments, as the various 
attacks it has T3ome, and the decay of the 
remainder leave nothing to entitle us to succesif^ 
The first particular account of consequence 
relating to it is to be found during^ the i^ign 
of Henry III. who having a dispute with his 
barons, several of them joined in alliance with 
Llewellyn, the nominal prince of Wales ; the 
Welsh, headed by the earl of Pembroke, sur- 
prized the English army at Grosmont, and 
defeated them, but ne^ected to pit>fit ih a 
proper manner by destroying its castle; and 
leaving it, went on with the army to Mon- 
mouth : but while the earl Was with hi§ knights 
reconnoitring this castle, the commander, . Bald* 
win de Gui^nes, sallied out^with the Flemings and 
Poicterians,; and charged them with such fury 
as had neariy proved fatal to the jearl, ' antd 
was only prevented by Baldwm ' ISeihg^' Bad(y 
wounded^ which retarded his exertions an<l caused 
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confiision j so , that the army bf his antagoni^ 
^had time to arrive to their leader's rdief. Hen- 
ry on the' whole was no great gainer by hils 
efforts to control the Cambrians, for Pembroke 
and Llewellyn carried devastation every where 

^th them, and procured favorable conditions 

' on a ' peace : in this reign 

• . * ' . ' 

John de Monmouth was proprietor of the 
castle, who resigned it to 

* , Edward, prince of Wales ; on his surrender 
^it was granted to his brother, 

, .—,-■.■ 

.» ^mund, EJarl of Lancaster ; from whom it 
J descended ^to his son, 

. Henry IJI; who dying in 1345, his son 
.Henry, created 

Duke of Lancaster, suc^ceeded ; who left 
:t]yo daiighters^ Maud and Blanch; the former 
4ying, the* prop<^y devolved on Blanch, who 
manied 



33gK 

John of Gaunt, who of course enjoyed the^. 
castle, and made it his fdvpurite residence ; 
as did also his son who became king of En- 
gland> by the title qf » 

Henry IV. whose son, 

, Henry V. was bom here August 9,^ 1387, 
and sumamed, in consequence, of Monmouth '9 ^ 
from him 

Henry VI. but on his attainder- 

,' ■ '*- - - , , ' . ' • 

Edward IV. had it, and granted it within? 

five years to 

» ■ 

• - 

William Herb^t, created earl of Pembroke;, 
but it again reverted to' the prown, and became 
the property of 

Henry VII. as a parcel of. the di;ichy o£ 
Lancaster; but on th^ separation - of several 
estates from the duchy^ the property has since 
become divided^ and the castle has beeu in the 
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Beaufort family for many years, and the pre- 
sent duke is the proprietor. 

At this castle the unfortunate Edward If. 
i^s^s confined^ previous to his removal to Ken- 
Jiilworth hy his infamous queen, anno 1326. 

In 3646 it was taken by Oliver CromwelFs 
forces, but treachery had a considerable share 
in the business; and it is related that when 
Oliver himself came afterwards to Monmouth, 
a man by the name of Evans attempted to 
shoot him, but was prevented by persons near. 
All its high honours are now buried in the 
dust, and going as rapidly to oblivion as is 
its once' celebrated castle, of which so trifling 
a portion remains, as leaves no traces to know 
its original design ; the transmutations of time 
are visible here in the present mode of em-< 
ploying scites, anciently famous for purposes 
ividely different; all hastening to the same 
situation with which so many similar edifices 

■ 

in the principality are found. 
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^ And e'eA so fares it with the things of earth 
f^ which seem most constant: there will come the cloud 
*' that shall enfold them up, and leave their place 
** a scat for emptiness." 

William de Monemuc or Monmouth, is 
said to have brought over a convent of Black 
Monks from St. Florenfce, near Salmus in . 
Anjou, and placed them first in the church 
of St. Cadoc, near the Castle, and afterwards 
in the church of St. Mary;* at the suppres* 
sion by Henry VIII. it was valued at 561. 
is. Hd. per annum. There was an hospital of 
the Holy Trinity, founded by John Monconuc, 
in 1240, and also one to St. John. The church 
stands on the ground where once the priory 
stood, and is peculiarly neat and -elegant, l>oth 
within and without ; and the spire which is 
200 feet in height, renders it a conspicuour 
ol^ect from whichever point it is viewed^ 
dmong the surrounding enclosures; on the 
whole, this town is an agreeable place, de- 
lightfully situated between the rivers Monnow^ 
and Wye, and contiguous to the Trothy : 
.0ver all three there are bridges, wd the envi<* 

* D, WUliams. 
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rons are rcelebrated far and near for sylvan 
scenes and diversified beauty ; the inhabitants 
are numerous and exceedingly respectable, have 
various modes of entertainment^ and socia- 

m 

l^ity- is a just characteristic of the place. 
Surrpund^d in every direction by the seats o£ 
thp ppulenjt, and the residences of the hospir 
table> altogether it is a desirable situation^ and 
i^uiiable to every rank in life* 

Grossing the- bridge which bestrides the river 
WyjB, a Ibfty bank presents itself, variegated 
ynth fine coppice v^ood and smiling agriculture, 
^mall enclosure, and the occupation of humble 
indus^^ with ^ large uncultivated tract vege-. 
tilting .poly, furze> interrupted by huge masses 
erf rock; on- the summit of this bill is a? 
wmm^^house called the Kymin^ which, for 
^riety.of- beautiful prospects, is said to be^ 
rivalled, by - f^w and out-done by none, formings 
a Panorama of upwards of an hundred mile% 
vck eKtent; the: ascent to it has had an infinity 
of pains besfoiyed to render it, by its. windings,; 
aa gentle as pos^Me; tiiere is an exceUejiit ro^ 



for the convenicaice of Ciafriages, With evei^ 
accommodating attehtion of «eats, pfaccid' tfdt 
only to allay the fktigue of foot visitors, IhA 
to present some delightful featwe of 'landscape; 
^the summer-house is a circulai* embattled to^iSr 
of two stories; in the upper apartmeijt is eVe^ 
suitable appendage to render it cOmthodiou'sJ: 
parties ' either bring their cold eolbtions, dr 
drink tea, where proper regulati^ins are nia<te 
for the comfort of the visitors, and a small 
gratuity to a neat woman, to make it corres* 
pond with herself. 

At the distance of sixty yards from the 
summer-house, is ^a nation^ monUmtot dedi- 
cated to fame, ornamented with medallions cSf 
several distinguished naval commanders, and 
emblematical dec^ations of those safegum-ds 
which are the pride and ho^st of every Eng- 
lishman; and at the opposite extremity of 
the level is the Beauiieu grove, intersected with 
numerous shaded waJks. I shall ibrbear ^enu- 
merating a descriptit^n of the views, as they 
iare .accurately and- fleg^iigly^ detailed by M^. 
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C. Hbath, prints, at Monmouth, The d^y 
on which I made this visit was brilliantly fin€^ 
and the azure canopy added to the tints which 
were decking with all the graces^ undulating 
groves with that congenial softness peculiar to 
a country abounding in a sublimity of views ; 
and the silvery stream of the Monnow was 
uniting with the Wye, winding through dales 
beautifully interlined, and hills cloathed with 
various foliage; entering the grove, the traces 
of the paths were bending in innumerable and 
fanciful forms, with openings cut to unfold 
glimpses^ of delight to the eye.- 

After wandering over its mazy windings 
refreshed by the cooling breezes of the shade, 
at the extent of one of the most remote 
walks, a well-dressed feitiale was sitting in a 
place which seemed formed for love and 
contemplation; I was hastily approaching her 
with those respectful rules due to her sex, to 
share the pleasure of the scenery, and partici* 
pate in the grandeur of the subject surrounding 
ifa^ empire of nature ^ but what. » thill did 
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tny feelings suffitr, to see her agitated by a 
.secret inquietude, and rising with ati evident 
wi^h to avoid me, (marked with a dignity 
which not only demands ' respect, but sets 
limits to a love of propriety 5) it bade me retire : 
but a few steps had scarcely been measi^red for 
that purpose, ere I felt a blush come across : my 
cheek, as a tint of reproach for seeing a won>ai^ 
in affliction, without attemp^uig to mitigate 
her distress ; on this I approached, apologising 
for intruding on her solitude, .and assured Jier 
it proceeded from the tumult of niy feeling^, 
causing such a conflict to learn the cause of 
her dejection, knowing w/?U Iww to feel fpr>the 
sorrows of othersT; -whether jj^y; l^^s were, wxitr 
ten in the chiaracters of the : jwicenly of; my 
heart, I know not; . but her animated fears, Aed, 
and serenity kept wandering over a beautiful 
face, where the bloom; of the rose had yielded 
tpj^he delicacy. of. the lily.; I soon found myself 
impei[qeptibly seated )>y her s^e^ her hand en-, 
closej^.tin nune, and, stimi^lated^ by sympathy^ 
urging a recital 'of her woies by every powerful 
^ort o£:)aoiguagi9J,wa§ nvist^r gf j^ tear s^pod 

K k 



trefnbKnjg in h^r eyey as the herald d!f her sor- . 
rows^ which she at length detailed tudth so fas- 
cinating a voice^ that made the heart run a 
considerable risk while likening to ^ her ; here I 
must forbear, lest it .may betray a * confidence 
loosed' in me, but did I arraign my heart to 
tttquire what ' ^ve' it most pleasure, it wcyuM 
tdeblat^ belcfg insttmnehtat in restoring happiness 
to ftegtectfed virttie2 having seen her tbher resi- 
dence, with a "parting tribute, (as a harmless 
m<kie erf" wiping sorrow away) bade her adieu; 
b^tlg^ repaid by the gtatification of mjr. feeliiUgs* 

oiUoti^ feaving Monmtfutti, I Was desirous of 
Wilkiiig^by tteeibaftks? of the -Wye to Tint^rri, 
heiriiig *-%h6«ild be amply 'rewarddd by the 
en}oyii#nt ^df^^Iighitfiil tcen&fy ; havirig sient 
ihy'hoW^ -rotthdj f»8«^ ■ over' the Wye bridgj^,- 
in*'jiur^<Mill'rt«i'u^ feblfipatk- teTiing-'by ^ 

Aiarkable &t tlei^b^, sM^ (M^'4ham% ,l(ot»e 
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!was longupnevious ,tb; the cooi^rts for light 
being i^itibdered . cootvibuioiy tb '■ additional ^i^^ 
Bources of vnatkM^L revenue ; tite^ bed <rf '^ 
rivar wai^ ctosbed by paralld ridges of rock 
varying the oap^ciousf doursb of the i^feam, 
. wd . serviojg only to- nial^ r.it'nnhurmiir^ dii- 
xjontent :: i the nfeadows 1 was i^ssing t(i5m fwell 
teimnted by the/ livdy flock ^nd lowing feehff, 
givihg aiitkiiitt^oa and It vaiisaible interest td the 
scenes acoubd : the i tale soob ^attit^ ' <kifi^ 
traded, the Wye occupying nearly ifee vtrhcile 
space, and opening a fresh scene of pleasure ; 
on one liideiscift verdure: eBaradiledWity 
lertilizingf!thiei^edg€i.ofItIie \m;k&, 2XiA ititynrih^d 
Jnfith the Hoidljir fcenantry bf 'stktfely * t!^W^ the 
plher.illsb iiiifciiiated attire to [thfe toi^bi^s t^f 
tii$(r 6(feam^ pr^aaitiiig> vdr(i[al r tints x^ light ktld 

ciaivei Such -Jtipotoe i^ie»ied^'fd i^giil-^^itefc ^ 
* bouU «K>t.MLito^^3israft'^tte1toajg^ 
Ibw nrnt^tidbrof^tbodediii^tifi^^ioii^ t^ ^^ tb 
ideal ; en^Qytenlit bbjicdnd :ifee^ tasjlibh of ^ t^rVeitkal 
Qdtioii^. Atrfew^aiottagett-iv^erfe ^feping ffotai-<he 
«ide of ^fafi &M^()i^ aiRi»^i«dtJii &6 ru^Kti^ of 
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leiaves^ the singiag of birds^ and munnuring of 
the stream^ filled up this romantic and soothing 
picture, i I could: not resist looking hack on a 
view blended with variety ; and- the lofly spire 
of Monmouth churbh greatly elevated above 
thf^ m^'s ^boundary backed by a distant range 
of fHiQuntainSy tl^e fore-ground beautifully deco- 
ifated by a stately Iree standing .on tlie rhargin 
of, th^ winding 8tream> offered a pleasing shade^ 
an4. disposed tl^ mind for ppwerful impressions 
of «jlit«4ev : )i . 

, OfjLi looking down the river beheld a - con- 
trast, the bu3y soene of Redbrode; h^pe active 
industry exerts b«r ^efForts, and though esrsaitial 
19 it$^f, ^nd producttve of wealthy influence; 
gn4 ^ifisqquenci^, i-yet cat! J3nly<[ be thought 
(while :vi^W§4 hi) suf^ran enlarged /situation) to 
be rt^eF an unw^lpome intruder: the bustle 
of tb? . jron- wwk^ j 4foi» rthft iaboun^ employed 
in their ,differeni;#yjpc^tiim5, thev^b filled with 
colucgiRs tof 4^fev6inic*€^ . ai>di thfe silence inter^- 

« 

rupted hy the nojisepf /massive. hamfhers echoii:^ 
froQit^ opposite :/9h<^ oblitefliteis every plea« 
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rarabie ' idea ' resulting from sequestered '8{K>to« 

beyond it lare Lower Redbrook'stkt wo&si^^ 

gloom, and a mournful picture of ^fortune^ 

on afiquiring a reason for the stagnation^ heard it 

was in'Ktigationy the very name msiSie a feeling 

si^ iescape^ and lost Kio time ki casting a lodk 

on the opposite object* which was a steep ascent, 

variegated with ti^ild rocks, stone ^^nrriesj and 

iircgularities, backed and hooded ^ wiiih livdy 

fbliiatibn; the vale became increaised^ and tlie 

hills pleasingly tufted with nmnerous - trees, to 

•sct^ri the neglected house o( Pilson, was the 

att^^pt of some, whdse roof now i^ppearing to 

be huiiibted to ^ ^mail farm, the fate of many 

a ^aher-house, where bounty was, it is drudgeiy 

fiow, and carries' still the vestiges of - former na^ 

tio^al hospitality. Beyond and on the opposite 

shore is seated Bix Weir, the mansion of Grene^- 

rH RooKE, M. P. for Monmouth,' a descendant 

from the gallant admiral of that name, to whom 

"Wfe- are indebted fdr the possession of Gibraltar 

I felt a double interest in beholding it, first as 

it was the residence of him who had been th^ 

companion and i^harer of perils w^ my o^ 
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apple-trees intermixed; the acclivity appeared 
wholly covered in this surprising way, and 
Xandego . is r certainly a remarkable scene 
among the multitude on this charming river; 
wood and a scanty covering of fern over the 
«tony face, was enclosed by a lofty bank, rising 
in crescent form ; the sidfe of the river now be- 
came very lofty, beautifully romantic^and more 
foliated, its brush-wood sweeping the hanging 
clouds as tbey pa3sed along; the carol of the 
birds gave a continued concert, and made na- 
ture appear ta speak with, unnumbered totigues, 
that I could not ^ resist creating a few respon- 
ses, to the plaintive notes. of; my flute ;,. invited 
by the coolkig shacfe of an orchard, by the 
side of the stream, I neglected to turn off 
at Brook Weir, in the' regular path to Tin- 
tern, and I believe rather unwilling to leave 
the sweet windings of the transparent Wye, 
soon found myself beset^on one side by an 
ahijipst impenetrable wood; and on the other 
rude stones,^ rendered ^pery from the mud 
(left by high tid^) totally unmairked , by ^. mortal 
f^t^js rcWaist^pg. ojfe^,vl;hi^,^p^j5 



clier6ns- path) iti momentary- espeetatioti' oif a> 
cooling in ' the Wye, at' few^' was ^^l^f 
newarded by the unparalleled-views (rfa^ntttti'S 
Aoble rmns, forming a spleindid d>ject'>dC ad^ 




miration and elegance of Structure to a degree 
of perfection, far exceeding any thing of the 
kind I ever saw^ ornamented ^th shrubs^ and 
tinted in colours peculiarly plea»ng to age. 



A&T j^lyidg .to ,Mr, GsiTHf ir> : of - fbd 
BeattJort ArtiUj (who ka^ the kc^r) I butv 



ened, tp- thi^ v|;r9n4 9pdi interesting stn^urt, 
wl^ a inip<l. fitted v^h extBeme d(Jight, tior 
V99 i( ;|»eiieft of the highest, g^ttfication oa 
b^lf:^^^ ^e west front ;_- a «Ut^viBudkw 




*, U 'to 

lii^nr •^■!iirui' ilii'f 1; >-■■•■•.• ir ' . ■„ :-.;'< 

with all its divisions complete, was serving as 
qQltdiiptorf, to> - tr^ tHeL ivyj in; th^i ,^st'- drahsy 
&mit ywhi^ iaietsixxai. wtte^ fyitetifig bdisG' 
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small shrubs, and making the wondering ej-e. 
almoGt transport the imagination; but my plea- 
sure received a distressing interruption ' irom 
the number of beggars who flock round, and 
I must acknowledge, the Httle given never went 
with so ill a -grace, as I am almost ashamed 
to say, it was not so much from a charitable 
view, as to be disencumbered from their intru- 
sion on my contemplation; nevier can I erase 
from remembrance, the s^iisaUon I felt on be- 
holding th^ -i^tej^/of- the /Abbey, on the 
opening of the. western door,,iind how very 
far my expectation was exceedeq; \- 1 felt lost 
by the elegance of the ruins .iit ^j^ifiir, peacefpl 
sequestered spot, ornamented 'l>]^\4ie wonderful 
and bounteous hand of naturaVit was truly 
picturesque, find kept in a state adf perfection, 
equalled by no other desolated -Jfile ; a level, 
close .shorn, gr^s^. $i|^^acq,-was^^ving neatness 
to the who1e^|i;p4. s^yiPg^f^ a=^i^}eguard to the 
peaceful remains of tjiifne'^ was Weltering : no 
vestige of its, ifeofwa»j(?jpMifling; its walls richly 
omarrientcd with shrubs, and wreathing ivy 
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fatmgktg in gnceftil garlauds ; en the soutliem 
side a massn^ - In^adth was gpreadbig £r6m the 
top to the bottom in the ieoat fanciAil rii^- 
let& ; and the piU>ar» and arche» dia{^ying 
imich gothic elegance, adorned by creepnig 
WkI spi^ll foliage; caA I forget the ^st viia^ 
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Aowi no»^-never }^r.*^nd perhaps such- a specU 
men of exquisite workmanship the world never 
exhibited as this, when perfect, still so beauteous 
now in decay ; it has amazing power to fascinate 
the senses, but must to a^ certainty pr^ude a 
true conception of its original; the remaining 
centre bar is perfect, which when s^n at a 
distance appears singularly taper, but on ap- 
proaching is found of such a thickness as to 
create surprise at the deception; through this 
arch the richly clothed hill is strikingly grand, 
and gives a noble effect to the internal "^p^ts 
of the pile ; but here my pen, conscious of 
its inability, drops firctfn my hand ; I take the 
hint, and resign the 'task to those gifted with 
the powers of fescihating language to do it 
justice; the day was most favorable to my 
visit here, and I felt exhilarated by being 
screened from the effects of the sun, but 
the feathered creation enjoyed its Hessing, and 
were chaunting their prdise : never was ia situ- 
ation so placed for religious retirement, and in 
every respect so suitable for the purposes of' 
the fabric^ and we may imagine the monks of 
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Tintam to express themsdves in terms: similar 
to those oi' the plaintive bard: 

'* Ob sacred solitude ! divine retreat ! 
** Choice of the prudent ! envy of the great t 
" 4y thy pure streain, or on thy waving shade, 
" We court fair wisdom, that celest^ maid : 
" The genuine of&pring of her lov'd embrace, . 
«« (Strangers on earth,) are innocence and peace : 
'" Hdre from the ways of men laid safe ashore, 
«< We smile to hear the distant tempest roar ; 
" Here blest with health, with business unperplex'd, 
' " This life we relish, and ensure the next.'' 

. Al^ough the roof has fallen in^ the interior 
of the buildihg may be very well conceived : 
the arches and pillars of the choir are now 
standings with only the marks of age apd deep- 
rations of nature; and -where some oi the 
columns have tumbled^ the corresponding still 
standi so. that a person need be at no loss for 
the form or omatnent of the structure; the 
shape of the west window is yet entire^ and 
most part of the frame work remains, nor will 
any hesitation ensue to pronounce the taste 
and beauty to have been extremely judicious 
and grand ; tlie ^ fond ivy* clings to the bars, and 
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the sides aia ^nwi^ ia the ^sest nKUHMr/ 
nay/ hearty, the whalb of tiats beffiitooo^ mefic 
is,' more or kes, covered by masses^ uhcbm- 
mo»ly large of the ^ithlu} atteiidant on agd 
and decay ; an mdistmct echo, pcod&cei by 
the Wye breaking over protuberaueea 6f rock' 
which interrupt the streamy made me feel a 
pleasiiite in sitting i*n«een, and enjoyfeg the* 
pleaeing pensive ideas whieh crouded^^ €^ the? 
mind> by viewing the objects around^ where 

* • - » 

'^^ Augq^t an4 ll<mr». o'er thp sipping dalei^ . 

.^1 The gothic abbey rears its s«i^ptur*d tower^-; . > 

" Dull through the pile resounds the ifvhistling gale, 
** And s6litude among the pillars low'rs. 
• »^ Where.yqn pjd trp^ bepi^to-'er a pl|icef of'gnw*^^^ 
f And soleqan sIi^Lde. the ruin'^ sad rem^i|s> ^. 

* • --. '.,'*'■ 

" Where yon close ivy through the witidow waVcs, 
*' And, twining round, the hoary arch sustains. 
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:The guide wlid attends t£ie visitom^ gensi'dlly 
presents them wit& thei following acoonnt M lb 
for their pemsal :«-*^^ This- abbey, dedicated tbi 
^ God: amd the- vii^n^ Mary, was foundbd* aboutt 
^^theyeiar liSLby Wfelter^Fitz-Kichardcdd Cfei^e^; 
^'lor^of iC^rWent^aiid^Mdnmouthskir^. rHi^hardl 
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f declare^ sumatned Strongbow; nephew to the 
^ founder, gave divers lands and privileges to die 

* abbot and monks hereof^ who were of the Cis- 
^ tercian order, obliging them to pray for their 
^ sods, and those of his and his wife's ancestors. 
^ Roger »de Bigot, earl of Norfolk, added to these 

* benefactions. It has been ^rnous for the tomba^ 
^ mid monuments of several great perscms i pria<> 
^ cipally of the aforesaid Walter de Clare; Gilbert 

* earl of/ Pembroke, brother to the founder; 
^ Walter earl of Pembroke, and Marshal of Eng- 
^ land; and his brother Anselm, last earl of that 
^ family; William Herbert, earl of Pembroke, 

* who being in the disputes between the houses 

* of York and Lancaster, was taken prisoner in 
^ Banbury fight, and being beheaded, lies buried 

* here/ 

TRie above, though a short history, is neMy 
sH that can with certainty he . obtained;' iJuSi 
like many other places, having had its archives 
lost or destroyed : in all likeHhood ^ a . valuable 
account of it. shared the iate of the BagUhd 
library m Cromweiri» diitstatioa; 5 iWDldiigtltib 
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* S^. yardp, the. brea4th of the bpdy 13 yard* 

» 

^ and a hdf, pfth^ north ai§le 6, ^^nd the ^outh 
'ftisip 6;' oa tbiB vv4tQle> the visiter will find 
abundant gmtifipation in viewing thq mag^ifi^ 
cent pile^ and cannot fail of roo^mng strong 
imptessions of sorrow to witn6»? the d^eay of 
the superb gtrnc tare, the mutilated figures and 
monumental records scarce perceivable from the 
general mass ; the united efiect$ of nature and 
art give great scope to th^ flighls of fancy^ 
though propriety is no where to be unobeerved^ 
unless the circumstance of th^ smooth surface 
we tread on, should be thought an improper 
appendage to the surrounding ivaUs ; setting thii 
aside, nature has made it her dwn, and works 
incessantly with her curious handi to hei^tea 
veneration ; all its adornments are wonderf^jly 
iittractive, and whcai glowing In the colour of a 
setting sun there are but few to equ9l it, none 
to .exceed; and we may gaze .with . increasing 
admiration and delight: so charming are the 
surrounding scenes as to leav^ nothing to be 
wished £>r by a contemplatiye mind, and all 
contribute to inspire the soul with serious 

M m 
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thoughts, divested of the cares of the active 
world, and foregoing with its tc»ls all its diffi- 
culties; amidst this desolated heap the memorj^ 
adverts i to previous eras, and pictures the fel- 
lowship of the religious withhfi >these walls, who 
to regular attendance on their profession added 
hospitality to the wanderingj and the virtue of 
the ^age to the familiarity of the generous : to 
the frivolous or gay the austerities of a monastic 
life must appear with great severity, and truly 
it required considerable resolution to adhere to 
principles with such apparent strictness; how far 
there was any inconsistent behaviour I am not 
enabled to say, but judging from ^ the rules and 
habits which 'they, bound themselves to con-r. 
tinue. in th^ practice' of^ and- the known advan-* 
t^ges 6f which the neighbburhood of ^nonasteries 
re^d the benefit ; one cannot but admire their, 
institution, nor rashly condemn the whole: for 
the bad xohduct of the f few;, the Cistertian 
order; of which* ' Tintern was an estaUishmenty 
had < the following routine : their dress-*^^ a white 
^cassock with a narrow scapulary, and over that 
^ a black gown when ttiey went abroad, lUt a- 
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^ white one when they went to church; to rise 
^ at midnight to go to matins^, which continued 
* two hours and a half, after which retire to 
^ rest for an hour or two, then rise again to 
^ meditate, and sing what they call prjme, then 
^ work in the garden for two hours more, then 
^ sing terce and high mass, ' then dinner, after 
^ which was half an hour recreation: during the 
'^ rest of the day they had three separate times 
^ for church, to sing vespers, noiies, and com- 
^pline; thus they could seldom or never have 
^ three quarters of an hour to themselves ;* 
such being the case, we cannot be surprised at 

r 

their choosing a place in profound retirement, 
uninterrupted by the confusion and turbufence, 
inseparable from towns or large associations. 
Nothing could be more suitable for monastic 
duties than this spot, where all nature assisted 
to inspire them, and so congenial to their 
desires. 

'< So to the dark brow*d wo(^^ or sacxed mount| 
-^ " In ancient days, the holy seers retired; 

*' And, led in vision, drank at Siloe's fount, 
" While' rising ccstacics their bosoms firc4-** 
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In the neighbourhood of this monastic ecB-** 
fice^ and but a short distance^ is the nianu->' 
factory for awaking wire, ^and well worth a 
stranger*^ trouble to visit, who has not already 
seen such a process ; the wondef ful increase of 
iron worts in tl^is and the adjoining countied 
reflects great honour on the undertakers and 
improyer3 of the art, and the diffefent purposes 
io which Uiat pliable and useful metal is a}^x>* 
priated are innumerable. One oi the essentia} 
matters is here ei^^hibited, and carried on with 
considerable spirit and ingenuity; from the |^pe« 
sent mechanical mode of <x>nduCtiHg it, not 
only a much larger <}uantity can^ be done in a 
given time, but the labour of tlie man is con^ 
»derably eased> and the facility with which the 
;^*t is coi^ducted is amusing and gratifying ; 
indeed, to the contrivances of men of geniuf 
by inventing and aiding the powers of mecfaan^ 
ism, is to be attributed the surprising growth 
of trade to which the kingdom has arrived,. and 
the ' superiority of the commodities for regula- 
rity, beauty, goodness, and cheapne38y so as tg* 
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become in quality and materials . the admiration 
of every nation : to describe with accuracy the 
system of the performance here under consida**- 
atton .. is beyond my power, but no denial is 
given to persons desirous of viewing the whole 
performance from the^ thick iron bar to the 
finest wire; and the expedition used in the 
various departments, is not the least curious^ 
A party of ladies having come by water from 
C3iejpstx3w, obligingly offered me a seat in the 
boat on their return to that place ; and my 
deficiency of description of the Wye's romantic 
banks must be allowable, when my attention 
w» de\'oted not onlv to the charms of their 
persons, but by the attractive powers of their 
minds. I had hitherto been rambling amidst 
agreeable scenes, and charmed by the company 
«)f pellucid streams, it now became eminences 
^clothed with wood from tte base to the sura* 
mit ; and iq parts where pasture was predomi- 
nant, crowded hy the woolly tribe and lowing 
kine ; then my ideas were pleased on viewng 
the perfections of nature^ and the .elegahce d' 
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art, at such times as I tvas offered the sight 
of a mansion ; pleasing impressions were grafted 
on my mind, heightened by the frequent glooms 
which overspread, when enclosed between the 
high and waving hills ; but from Tintern new 
objects presented themselves, and all the grand, 
all the awful, were multiplying on my astonished 
senses. My language can but ill describe the 
sublimity apparent in every sinuous course of 
the river, and the * rude rough grandeur,' so 
conspicuous ;* the variety of their forms imagi- 
nation can easily assimilate to ruins, castles, 
walls, &c ; and where the rock is hidden, it is 
by the luxuriant covering of a beauteous vege- 
tation; ledges apparently of trifiirig width were 
decorated by trees of such a size as to. create 
no small surprise from whence nourishment could 
be procured to their wandering roots. Natiu^ 
seemed here to put the finishing hand* to her 
works, and convince the boasting pride of man 
how much superior she shines in her display ; 
such an assemblage of scenery in all the charms 
-of splendor made ample amends for the disco- 
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louring effect of the tide on Wye*s {/ure streain ; 
nor did the dignity of the towering, abrupt 
precipice, suffer from the intrusion of Severn's 
rolling current : all assaults baffing, what could 
equal the sight ? nothing of art ; for though in 
several parts the view was bounded, and some- 
times abruptly, still the next turn presented 
additional matters for observation and admiration, 
and the whole course of this enchanting river 
seemed to me as nature's Lyceum to exhibit 
her beauties, capriciousness, and sublimity ; every 
object apparently assuming a new shape, a new 
complexion, with every variation of the sun, 
whose splendid effects in some jidaces were re- 
flected with such power that the gazer could not 
immediately distinguish the object. 

I could not think of leaving this country 
without visiting Piercefield, or having it said I 
passed down the Wye and neglected that famed 
feature of the stream; after having rode to Wyhd 
GUff, at the extremity of the pleasure-bounds, I 
sent back my hoise ; the day was uncommonly 
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looking np, tliSikniedndering river 
ting declivities clOT||d with hanging 
the top to the botton^^and abrupt4nnasses of 
towering rock bedecked iHllikornameating vege- 
tation ; beneadi, the Wye was rffcuinscribing a 
large tract of beautiful meadows and tastefully 
laid-out endcMires, resembling in form a horse- 
dboe : the view down the stream was embellished 
by thick wood, though broken in parts ; and 
through these openings bold upright excrescences 
of rock were seen, (called, from their number, the 
Twelve Apostles and St. Peter's Thumb ;) this is 
a remarkable scene, and the abruptness of their 
appearance is peculiarly pleasing ; indeed, there is 
vxy cad to the fancies of nature, and where she is 
not really useful, she is diverting. From one 
view we perceive the Wye as five distinct bodies 
of water; one is bathing the rock on which 
Ch^stow castle is seated; and the rest are 
obstructed . from the sight, as one whole, by 
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intervening lofty cli0 or bold huglits clothed 
with a profusion of laiuriant wood; passing 
Qiepstow, it is seen in serpentine windiDgs until 
it reaches the rapid Severn, and unites to separate 
the adorned hills of Gloucestershire and Sotner- 
setshire. A great part of Wiltshire serves to 
form a distant view, observable and pleasing. 
Here is such an assemblage of beauty and variety, 
that there is no fixing the attention to one par- 
ticular spot for any length of tim^but wttractionti 
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elsewhere, and of equal claim to notice, will most 
asaurpdJIy force thcmsely^s on. you. 

y 

After having attempted a drawing of this en- 
chanting view, I soon foniyd how deficient it 
was in picturesque effect, from my too ^gr^t 
elevation above the objects; and, disgusted mtii 
my performance, shut my book, overwhelmed 
by a cloud of delightful melanfeholy, w4iich was 
pleasingly dispelled by the unexpected appearance 
of some gentlemen to whom I was known, who 
had come hither with the like intention of per- 
ambulating the walks. At their request I joined 
the party, attended by a person with a bugle horn ; 
this was an unlooked-for addition, nor did I ever 
hear the effect of sound so long in its decrease, 
and from other situations reverberating in such 
numerous replies from rock to rock, fading and 
softening to the lowest whisper. The walks are 
cut on the brinks of the cliff, forming the most 
delightfur labyrinths, with alcoves and numerous 
resting places, each unfolding an infinity of rich 
^cope, and imbibing the perfuming fragrance from 
rich vales below, \xdiilc waving wood^, broad 
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white-faced rocks, and mountain-tops, with 
streams and villages, are all one scene of mag- 
nificence and delight. All this owes its origin; 
as an improved place, to Valentine Morris, who 
inherited it as a paternal estate; and 1752 may 
be dated as the era when the peculiar beauties of 
the place became attractive, from his taste and 
industry : although the place was inhabited for 
200 years previous, yet its elegance and advan- 
tages were not perceived, or, if known, not 
attended to. Pity must cast a covering over the 
blemishes of its worthy introducer, and the 
affection of all ranks value the name of- the 
man, and the humanity of his heart. ITiis place 
is now the property of W. Wells, Esq. who is 
making considerable additions to the mansion ; 
and, no doubt, will render these scenes as 
interesting as any of the nximerous princely 
abodes for which this kingdom is famous. 

I iiow returned to Chepstow, which is advan- 
tageously situated for navigation and trade, being 
only a little more than two miles from the Severn 
Sea or Bristol Channel ; and the several vessels 
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afloat and on the stocks warrant the idea of 
considerable, traffic being carried on. Leland 
seems inclined to think that the place has arisen 
from Caerwent : his words are, *^ A great lykely- 
^^ hood ys, that when Carguent began to decay, 
^^ then began Chepstow to flourish, for yt stand- 
^^ eth far better, as upon Wy there ebbing and 
^[ flowing by the rage coming out of Severn, so 
^^ that to Chepstow may cum greate sheppes/ 
The name implies a Saxon origjn, and undoub^:- 
edly this town has been used as a navigable! depot 
from their time : it is now in a flourishing state, 
and has a trade to Norway, Russia, and Oporto ; 
it is certainly advantageous in one respect, \vhich 
ia, the depth of the river, capable of floating 
ships of 700 tons burthen ; and its contiguity to 
Bristol may be one, and the chief, reason of its 
not having a greater share of importation. It 
sends large quantities of limber to the royal 
dock-yards, and also iron, bark, cyder, &c. 
to foreign ports, A vessel regularly sails for 
Bristol every Tuesday, and returns on Thursday 
or Friday. The bridge which connects this place 
with the opposite shore, is of tober : one half 
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supported by stone piers, the other by wooden; 
but in the centre a large one of stone separates 
the two counties, and each side repairs its own ; 
the construction is similar to that at Caerleon^ 
and on passing over it at low water, the effect is 
truly tremendous from the great depth to the 
river. The present church stands on the scite 
of an old priory, of which the edifice is now a 
part : the curious will find great delight from 
the west door, exhibiting such a fine specimen of 
Saxon workmanship, and indeed, the whole struc* 
ture is an elegant piece ; but the principal matter 
to excite attention in Chepstow, is the remains 
of its castle, of which, though a large part has 
fallen to decay, or been appropriated to other 
uses, yet a large portion, tolerably well taken care 
of, still remains : having shared with its brethren 
the troubles of all the broils this country has 
undergone, we cannot be surprised at the variety 
of forms, ornaments, and architecture, which 
it exhibits, every possessor adding or altering, as 
fancy or circumstances suited : its gateway has 
a venerable appearance, and perhaps is the most 
perfect of tlie whole pile ; it is seated on a high 
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and' perpendicular rock, commanding the river, 
and overlooking a large tract of country, from*» 
wdience it. seema impregnable, and assumes a 
dignity in consequence. 

" I-Iigh on the rock (which casts a darkening shade 
** Around the craggy bank) the castle rears 
** Its cnimbfing turrets : still its towering head 
• ** A warlike mien, a sullen grandeur bears.** 

Few places have been more the subject of 
controversy than Chepstow Castle, as to its 
original name; and considerable pains on both 
sides have been bestowed to substantiate the* 
argument ; some- calling it Strigul, others Chep- 
stow. There is not far off a ruin of a castle, 
bearing the name of Strigul, but whether, on the 
forsaking of that in early days^ this assumed the 
appellation, is hard to determine. The Norman 
seems to have taken care of the pile, and with 
the usual decorations did not neglect conveni- 
ence; the apartments were numerous, and of 
considerable size, and the whole strongly defended 
by the accustomed mode of the time ; the walls 
Exhibit specimens of hardness and mixt materials ; 
and Roman bricks constituted a part, which has 
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given rise to many conjectures, (but these most 
probably were brought from Caerwent,) from 
which an opinion has been entertained that it 
owes its date to that nation, though no coins, or 
other materials have been discovered ; and nume- 
rous other evident proofs set aside the probability 
of their having any concern in the structure. 

The general appearance of the castle is 
Norman, and Wilhelminus Comes is mentioned 
as builder of it when this part of the kingdom 
came under their conquest. In the reign of 
Henry I. it became the property of Gilbert 
Strongbow, earl of Pembroke, and by continued 
descent is now the property of the Duke of 
Beaufort. The most remarkable era of it was 
at the troubles of Charles I. having been reserved 
on the part of the king, it was compelled to 
surrender to the parliament's forces under colonel 
Morgan ; it was afterwlards surprised and retaken 
for the royalists, by Nicholas Kemys, in whose 
possession it was besieged by Croipwell in person, 
without effect : on his departure he (entrusted the 
conduct of the siege to colonel Ewer, who, with 
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8 small detachment of artillery^ seven companies 
of foot^ and four troops of horse, continued the 
uege till the want of provisions necessitated its 
brave defenders to capitulate; they refusing to 
surrender whilst any prospect of defence or escape 
encouraged them : but that hope was wrested 
from them by a soldier of the parliament's army 
swimming across the river, and cutting away the 
boat by which they meditated their escape. Sir 
Nicholas Kemys was slain during the arduous, 
endeavour to serye his royal master ; and com- 
manding a force only of l6o men^ refiecta 
high honor on his name. 

A tower in this celebrated place became 
afterwards the prison of Henry Marten, one of 
the judges who sat on the trial, and condemned 
his sovereign to death. He, hpwwer, escaped 
the fate due to a regicide, which, several of 
his brethren shared,, by losing their lives. The 
several accounts of the rigor he suffered are 
erroneous; and the authors most to be relied 
on all unite in the clemency of his imprison- 
ment^ being avowed liberty to a cei^tain extend 
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without the walls^ and even was noticed by, and 
visited, the family of St. Pierre, until his traiter- 
ckis language compelled that patriotic family to 
forbid him their hospitable roof. As to his 
conveniences, spectators need only visit the 
towier, - and they will find many remains of 
matters consistent only with a superb mansion ; 
and I believe many persons of property, and 
liberty too, cannot boast of such a liberal and 
delightful situation. This famed person remained 
here for 20 years; he died suddenly at his din- 
ner, aged 78, and , was buried in Chepstow 
church-yard, where is his monument; and ani 
epitaph written by himself, may be seen. 

Leaving Chepstow after passing over its wooden 
bridge, ascended a steep hill, until I reached the 
turnpike-gate, when, turning to the right, took 
the road for the Old Passage ; here the view un- 
folded a beautiful, rich, and animated prospect. 
In front, the Wye winding-up to the town of 
Chepstow; its surface nearly obscured by the 
busy employ of a maritime port, and the ivy- 

■ 

embattled walls of its castle were strikingly 

4 
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pleasing : in few words it may be* said that, 
from Chepstow, the road being on a narrow 
neck of land, exhibits itiost features that can 
give landscape a beautiful appearance where water 
has the chief display. 

Detached from the town two houses are pe- 
culiarly attractive, frbm their situation, elegance,, 
and neatness, and that on the left is the man- 
sion of T. Fid ELL, Esq. M. P. fof Boston. At 
the extent of a mile and a half, reached the 
Passage ; the views are extensive and beautiftrf, 
presenting ' the forest of Dean, Robinhood Hill, 
(under which is the city of Glocester, &C.) At 
the mouth of the Wye, which is only one field 
from Beachley (or the passage-house,) are the 

ruins of an old chapel receiving daily encroach*- 

-•■•■. * 

ments from that stream and the Severn ; little 

f . 

of it n6w remains, and those boAe^ once cdflt- 

» " . ■ - 

signed to consecrated *earth, lio longer have soil 

• . . .• 1 . z 

to protect them. In the field just spoken of, 

5 ■ • - .- . i 

many coins are said to have been found- and 
ascertained to have been Roman, but my re- 
peatcd enqufries Were not sble to discover whd 




i^ad* any of them ; it also bears a tradition of a 
battle having been fought on the spot. The 
breadth of the Severn at Beachley is one mile, 
and the same rules are to be observed respectr 
ing the tides here, as at the New Passage; 
there being scarcely five minutes diiference in 
the gradation of the stream^ The Aust clifF> 
under which you land, is remarkably grand, par- 
ticularly at high water ; it is a bold elevation of 
about 300 feet, composed of a red clay, inter- 
spersed with narrow strata of the whitest ala- 
baster, representing in «ome places cement in 
rude masonry ; there are also carbonate of lime 
with pyrites, and sulphate of lime, — carbonate of 
lime with pyrites and crystals of lime, — dnzr 
zling spars of sulphate of lime,— sulphate of 
fitrontiane, — oiundic, &a. 

" ■ ' > 

A pleasant wait, on the brink of the cliff 
will lead to the beach on the other side, and 
each step unfolds an assemblage of that char 
racteristic landscape, ( I had reluctantly left ), 
beautifully combined and highly enricJied by 
^voodlands, making fancy appear extravagant in 
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her sublimities of wood, water, hill and dale: 
this is supposed to have been one x)f the 
RoYnan stations, but by the most diligent 
search I could not observe the least traces of 
any work having been thrown up, though na- 
ture had offered a situation unparalleled, and 
had pdrtly began a protection; but this cannot 
be any disproof of the Romans not occupying 
these heights, as the Severn has and is consi- 
derably encroaching on the cliff, so that the 
part probably once in their use, is now be- 
come mingled with its oozy beach. 

A singular story is related of the place : — 
When Edward the elder lay at Aust Clive, the 
heights of Beathley (the opposite shore) was 
occupied by Leolin, a prince of Wales; the 
latter being sumnjoned to cross the Severn to 
a conference with th^ king, h^ refused to 
^ obey, Edward therefore went over to Leolin, 
^^ who, on seeing the king In the boat, dis- 
^^ robed himself, and leaping breast-high in the 
^^ water, said, ^ Most wise king, your humility 
* has conquered my pride, and your wisdom ^ 
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^ triumphed over my folly, mount upon that 
^ neck which I have so foolishly exalted against 
^ you, so that you enter into that country which 

4 

^ your goodness has this day ma3e your own :* 
then taking him upon his shoulders he made 
him sit upon' his robes, and joining hands, 
did him homage/ The above story was re- 
corded by Walter Mapes, who wrote 500 years 
previously to Camden. 

Leaving Aust psssage house, at the distance 
of about three miles reached the road by whidi 
I came at the early part of my journey ; the 
smooth surface of the Marsh common was 
charmingly contrasted by the wooded eminence 
of Black Horse Hill, scattered with interesting 
objects uniting to render the scene inexpres- 
s sibly delightful. When I before saw ft, much 
of Henbury was obscured by rain, now it was 
glowing by a brilliant sun, adorning the rich 
display of nature and art. On reaching the hill 
above Westbury, I involuntarily stopt, and found 
myself lost in a fascinating stare", as the view 
presented not only all that was beautiful, but 
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«11 that vr^ great,-r— hills and dales were scattered 
with towns- and vilbges-^poble nian^ions^ or other 
elegant edifices ornamented by productions of 
fertility, and as ple^ingly dispersed. To trace 
the track of this dazzling scene by the effects 
of my pencil was impossible, and still more so 
to describe, by the powers of iriy pen: the 
variety of beauties setting all language at ddiance, 
apparently placed as candidates for preference; 
in short, it would justify the highest panegyric 
tlie power of rhetoric could bestow. 

On crossing Durdham-down beyond the turnr 
pike gate went on the summit of St. Vincent's 
Kock ; from this elevated spot all nature seemed 
dressed in her gayest attire, and every tiling was 
from hence seen, among her richest presents^ 
all conspiring not to be out-done by any other 
possible display : immediately under the eye the 
Avon was winding between the bold precipices,. 
and bearing with a superior pride several large 
sliips on their return from foreign coasts ; 
-juanumerable other vessels Wdre forming the pro- 
cession, some of them having bands, the melody 
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of which was rebounding musically sweet among 
the barriers of the majestic and romantic rocks 
or hanging woods crowned with stately trees : 
the walks on the borders of the stream were 
crowded by several groupes of figures, many of 
whom were sincerely welcoming the return of 
their friends, and wafting their sincerity by the 
wavings of their handkerchiefs. Nature surely 
designed the event as a competition to all 
rivalship; and the animated prospect, though it 
disturbed my feelings, triumphed in causing me 
to confess the superiority over all I had seen,, 
and yield the palm to Clifton, where it may 
be truly said, 

** Whatc'er of sweet, of simple, of sublime, , 
" Of glade to traverse, or of heights to climb i 
*' Of rocks incumbent, or with vales below, 
'^ Or stream majestic in meanderings flow; 
** Whatever charm in other scenes we see, 
*' Nature^^ O Clifton, here combines in thee !'* 
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Could not take a farewell of this work^ without retradng 
those historic sites famed for Homan prosperity^ wheu it 
shone so resplendent in this country^ to subjoin any 
information that might haye been discovered since my visit 
last year. 

Caerwent first daimed the object of my attention; ^tb 
additional sorrow I beheld the ravages made by all-destroying 
time> from unprotecting care ; and that little of the tessellated 
pavement^ which afforded me a representation^ was. now so 
more; silent regret made me wander ov^er every piled heap 
with inquisitive research^ in the hope of rescuing from a 
similar fate any other specimen of that nation> whose genius 
and ability not only commanded respect^ but received the 
homage of the Britons^ for softening their manhers and 
teaching them the arts of civilized Ufe. At length a small 
portion was discovered; pleased with the hopCj I hastened 
to the proprietor^ who gave me penoissionj ox^ assuring him 
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BO firuit-tree was on it; but disappointment soon attended 
my exertions^ as otAj a, small part of uninteresting character 
remained. The rest (I learned) having been mattocked up 
about 15 years since; on expressing my surprise^ the person 
added^ '^ In t^is orchard^ Sir^ there is a tessellated pave- 
'^ ment far more beaudfol thao tk^ ooe so long the object 
of admiration^ but, on being discovered, immediate orders 
were given to have- it -^iM m> and two choice trees 
*' planted over it, to guard it from modern eyes t" Words 
in common use must change their meaning, to express the 
Variety of feelings this information gave bttth t6. . • » 

My success was more fayourabfe af Caerleon, where 1 pro'-i 
cured a scarce and interesting coin of the elhperor Hadrianas, 
who (being the first monarch that visited the acquired doitiinioir 
of Britain) had it struck en his return^ commem(»:ative of 
ks securify. 

No. 1, represents a sepuTcIfrili Oipp^s, jfotind flte feet 

bdow the surface^ which was obligingly procured f&r mc 
'' ' * ^i^ • .-« ' ■ , ... 

by the Rev. Mr. Evans, (knowing I airi desifous of Cbl- 

leding atid concentrating inon6 receptacle all the antiquiti^ 

ot the country :) the difficulUcs aftehdaiit on iecypiering 

Koman inscriptions frotn the usual abbreviations, induced me 

to apply to the Rev. Mr. Lem an, of Bath, from a knowledge of 

.' • ■ ■•■•'■■' ■ .' • ••• ■ . ^ ... 
his deep-scienced abilities, which' rank so disfingulshedljr 

pre-eminent J ' I shatf, fKeirefore, avail myself of that gintlfik 

man's ffieodship, arid insert hi's'obE^g^ elucidation : 
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Julii licli 
Julius Caterius 

filius 

vixit annos xxr* 

Optio, 

animo libenti 

faciendum curavit 

Mc Leman adds> '^ Whether the name was licius ^oi^ 
Zivius* or the name Caterius^ is of little consequence, and 
must be always doubtful} but the office of the person of 
Sub-Centurion, (or Optio,) who placed this monument to 
the memory of his friend, is veiy clear.'* 

No. II, is the fragment of a stone, on wliich is the repre* 
mentation oiAmmo lilens Trajanus^ but to what intent Trajan's 
willing mind was employed on this occasion, we are to lament^ 
its mutilated state predudes aU possibility of conjecture* 

No. Ill, is part of a brick two inches in thickness, with two 
pointed edges resembling the tee^th of a saw ; in the centre in 
relievo, is LEGIIAVG : denoting the work of the Second 
Augustan Legion 5 what was the original use or design, is 
difficult to determine, as all histories of Roman Antiquities 
(that I can find) bear no description or resemblance of its 
similitude. 
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HE cathedral church of Landaff^ which is dedicated to SU 
Peter and St. Paol^ stands in a bottom on the north east side of 
a pleasant village^ near the banks of the river Taf^ from whence 
it takes its name. The church is entire, as having no cloisters 
about it^ or anj^other buildings, formerly standing within the 
church-yard: at the west end there are two towers, one to the 
foutb, which seems to be as old as the church, which is open 
within from the top to the bottom. This tower, which now 
looks ruinousj had formerly coarse battlements at the top, most 
of which are down, with four small pinnacles at the COTuers. 
The tower on the north side was built by Jasper, (created duke 
of Bedford, anno 1485) son of Owen Tudor, by Catherine, 
daughter of Charles VI. king of France, who married her after 
the decease of Henry V. This is a handsome tower^ and Is 
still in pretty good repair, all but the battlements at top, which 
wesft elegant enough, an4 entire, till t)ie greajt storm Novem* 



bcr 27, 1703, which threw down two of the comer pinnacles, 
and a good part of the battlements 5 the wind being, southerly, 
threw the stones into the church-yard. This tower, which is 
^cended by 140 free-stone steps, is in height, firom the lower 
moulding at top to the bottom, 29 yards and a half j the 
battlements are S feet deep; the square at top is 21 feet and 
a half north and south, and 22 feet east and west ; and at 
bpttom, jon the west side, ^wheie age three' haadtomg window^ 
over one another,) it is 29 feet long. The front of the church 
to the west, between the towers at bottom, is 30 feet : the 
great west door, Vhich stands in the nsiddle between the said 
towers, is 7 feet and a half broad, and 10 feet high, and has 
over it an image of a bishop in his pontifical habit, which the 
IvBople of tjie place erronepu^ly suppoj^e to be.BPf XJ^baa, wbo 
lived in Henry the Ist*s time, ^ni buUt the char/ch. t)iat is 
now standing. Mr, Edwfrd Lfey^d (tbie wprtfcy. A»thpr of 
the Arch^ologia Britanoica) who topk ^ draggjijt pf it when 
lie wa^ at Landafi^, in his travels t^ougli Wa}e^, tpQ^L it (9s it 
most probably was design*d) to be the m^gp of St, P.9b|r;tJL.u9i 
w^o is recko;)ed to have been the firs^ bU&op of it^is, see, 
Over the door are three lopg narrow wimc^Qws^ the middle- 
most of which is W feet high, a^d 4 feet bro^d) ^d tho 
side ones are 16 feet high, and 3 feet broa4 : above the^ci ace 
seven mches of^ free-stose ; that in the n^iddje is the longestf. 
those on each side, which exactly correspond .tp each ptherji 
being three in number, are higher ofie than ^Qptherj the 
outermost bdng the sl^rtest. The iqiddle nicb. was jonce i( 
yrindow, but it is now walled up : over these is a statue of 
f ^ng in a nich, sup{>p^ed to be H^nry h who then rcijgied* 



fin the cli toiler drS il^ S)tr]«i^W9^ €#6 imd^ tW6y t)iree 
fti6t alid a half bto^dy a&d 9 f66l IS^ii ft-piec6$ aiid iitid^ 
theoft a &^^ g inches brbad^ i^ 7 ^et high. In ^d notfk 
dottier, at the west ^tidy is^ a st^-^i3e> by niaatlB of ^i^htch 
there is a cdmihanica^oiAf to th6 otib^ tower and ^th^ li^ds- 
of the church : the height of tlifi* tdwcr is 28 yards j k bei^g 
2^ yard^ to the tap 6£ the pe^imeht^ and 6 yards above*: A^ 
iboni 40 yards* distance from this tower, South-West ict^ 

1 ' . 

ftit chutth, stood heretofore an old to^er, which, as^ap^eaifs 
"by the ruins, was 42 feet sqtafe j die door, which stood 
south of the church is 13 feet high, and 7 ^c% broad: in it, 
as 'tis reported, there formerly hung a very large bell, called 
St. Peter's Bdlj which beiAg fak^H down by Jispenr £)uke 

A, 

of Bedford, was coiiveyed to Exetier, and Aere eaLchaiigi6d for 
fire bells, which were hung up in Jasper's tower. 

As we go into the church, in the church-yard, not far from 
the west dioor, is an tStat monument, about a foot and half 
from the ground, set up ih fntemorjr of D!r, Jones, a cf^arii 
late diancellor of this dioees^f who was eminent al^o fot his 
skin in p&ysic, Ti^hich he sufficiently shewed in a learnt dis* 
course, in Latin, of ifitehliitting fevers ; aind also in aftother 
disccfufie concerning Opitim, tirritten in En^sh; which ^6 
books very much cstecm:ed by the gentlemen of that profes!^ 
)ion^ His epitaph is this ; 

HitjdcBt^ yeneratilb nt JOHANNES JONES, tX.lf. 
hujiu JSkeceiseos Citncellatius, qui Beo reddidit a/imet^i XXIt 
JDieAugusth Anna SaJluHs MDCCIX. ' JStatis 5w<? LXV*^. 
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We descend ipto tbe.charch by seren or eight stepi. Tiw 
towers within are 18 feet long : from thence to the screen that 
divides the nave j6rom the ch6ir> is Ql feet and a half; so that 
the whole length of the nave, from the west door to the screen, 
is about 1 10 feet. On each side of the nave there are fiaur 
pillars^ exclasive of those that join to the screcDj and to the 
towers 5 in all^ including the pilasters that join to the west end, 
and those that support the choir part^ and extend to the high 
altar^ there are on each side^ comprehending the length of 
the whole churchy eleven; but this will be better under- 
stood by the draught. 

The breadth of the nave^ from the footmg of the pillars is 
29 feet; the pillars at the bottom Ve six fset square; the two 
side-aisles are 15 feet broad a-pitce ; so that the whole breadth. 
of the church is about 65 feet. 

As far as the first four arches to the westward^ the roof 
within consists only of couples, (as, they are called in this coun- 
try,) to which within are framed circular beams of timber, 
laid parallel to one another ; which is the * common way of 
laying of roofs of churches in South Wales : from thence to 
the upper end of the choir it was formerly cieled with wain- 
scot, which was painted ; but the roof being ruinous, the det- 
ipg was taken down, in order to repair the timber some years 
ago, which makes all that part look very naked : on each side 
of the nave, over the pillars, are twelve windows, by two and 
two, with £ve partitions between. The distance between each 
pillar at bottom if twelve feet froni bs^« to base : tbtrc arc Jii^ 
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arches in the nave, on each side of which the first joins to the 
tower, and the sixth to the screen of the choir. The heightb 
of the wall, over the pillars, from bottom to top, is 54 feet j 
from thence to the top of the compass-work may be about ten 
feet more 5 so that the heighth and breadth (as in 'several 
other cathedrals) seem equal : the side aisles which answer 
within one to another, are 30 foet high. 

* • 

Upon the pavement in the nave, which is of stone, thotigk 
a very sorry one, not far from the west door, is a grave stone, 
on which there is a crozier delineated, with this inscription 
found it : 

^\t factt ^sfjtter 3[o|iannetf lloi^n, atfnte anime prq|^itietu( 

Close to the second pillar on the south side is the font : 
against the fourth pillar on the same side, was formerly a 
pulpit, which was taken down in the great rebellion. 

Against the fourth pillar on the north side, and so on to the 

fifrh, stands the monument of Sir William Matthew, of Ara* 

dyr, in Glamorganshire, about one mile from Landaff: its 

length, including the palisade round it, is sixteen feet and ft 

half; its breadth nine feet and a half. It is an altar monument, 

on which lay the images of a man and a woftian, curiously 

wrought in alabaster 3 the man is bare-headed, in completer 

armour, with a coat of mail under his corslet, and a collar of SS. 

Qq 
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orer it r his gauntlets are by his right leg, and a sword 'cross ; 

at his head is a lion> and a monk with beads in his hand-: his 
helmet is his pillow > in his left hand is his dagger, and a sword 

at his right : on his left side lies his wife, in the same recum- 
bent posture, habited after the manner of the time; the lappets 
of her head clothes are laced, and tlie lace gilt. The inscrip- 
tion which is on the ed^ of the monument is this : 

€ftaiU pro SinixaMa SattUdmt Spat^eto 9pi(itte(, qni obifc De- 
tima Die ^^f, A. D. M.CCCCC% ulces*^ VIII. ^ etiam 

Jzmtk u^ociA afus (|ue IDta reummt ^plritnm.....^ie S^ensifjei 

^« S). ^Ur\ CCCCC» trtcer* quorum animabtu( propttietiti; 

On the west side of the monument are images in three 
niches : in the middle is an escutcheon, supported by a man 
and a woman j the arms are worn out, but seem to have 
fc^een quarterly. On the south side are seven images ; every 
second image holds an escutcheon ; but the arms, which were 
originally painted, are not discernible. Easterly, at the feet,, 
are four images> each with an escutcheon as before. On the 
north side are seven images, as on the south. On some of the 
cificutcheons m^ be discerned three chevrons gules, on a field 
argent, which are said to be the arms of Jestin-ap-Gwrgant, 
who betrayed his country to the Norman knights, who came 
liither with Robert Fitz-Hammond, in the reign of William' 
Rufus. Some of the images at the head are in armour ^ on the 
sides and at the feet, with beads. The whole is wrought in 
alabaster, and (if we consider the time) is very curiously done. 
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* Near this monument, toward* the west, is a grave-stone, 
on which was formerly a brass plate, with an inscription in 
the Welsh language 5 half of th6 plate is lost, the other half 
has been preserved by the reverend and worthy Mr. Francis 
Davies, resident vicar-choral of this church, who did me the 
favor to communicate it to me 5 to whom also I am exceed*- 
ingly obliged for his kind information in whatsoever I had 
occasion to consult him. What is preserved of the inscription 
is as follows : 

Pedwar tgoin glan 

Pymtheg kant yr h 

Y Corff mwynaf S 

O Dduw daeth Angeu ,, , 

Wlllmm Prys ai 

O Dduw y hawh w 



IN ENGLISH THUSjj 



• • 



^ ^^ Fourscore lusty 

'^ Fifteen hundred and 

'' The gentlest Body . 

'^ From God comes Death ........ 

'' William Price did ' 

" From God is all 

The tradition Is,— That a person of distinction, who lived in 
tlie mountains, having a desire to be buried in the mother- 
church, or, as tliey call it, Mam-Eglwys, was carried thitlier 
by eighty men, who relived one another by turns till they 
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came to Landaff : it is said likewise^ (hat there were 3500 
persons that followed him to his grave. When this man was 
buried is not known : this however willj in some measure^ 
lead us to fill up what is wanting in this inscription. In th» 
first line^ if Dynion be added to the Pedwar Igain glan, it will 
signify eighty brisk or lusty fellows, Glan^ in Welsh, is pro^ 
perly clean. It signifies sometimes fair, Dur glan is clean 
water, Merck glan s^fair maid. Metaphorically, it is used 
for Holy, as Yspryd glan, the Holy Ghx>st, Here glan 
applied to Dynion or Dyn, (i. e. Man, or Men) may de- 
note beauty, and that, when it is in youth, generally takes 
in strength. Pymtheg Kant \& fifteen hundred, if A . . • . stands 
there for hugoin, as probably it does, then the three thousand 
five hundred who attended at the burial, are compleatj for 
pymtheg cant a'r hugain, is tfiree thousand five hundred. In 
the third line, the S, , . . seems to be the first letter of the 
name of the man that was buried; Sion, is John, in Welsh, 
;gnd there is room enough for Sion ap Evan, or the like. Wil- 
liam Price was in all likelihood the nan^e of the poet that made 

this epitaph ; for the British bards do now, and did anciently, 
put at cant (cecinitj at the end of their compositions, as Sion 
ap Gruffydd ai cant. Mredydd ap Madawg ai cant. John 
Griffith, or Meredith Maddocks, sung so or so. So much for 
this inscription; I go on now to the rest of the church. 

The is nothing remarkable in the north aisle till we cope 
to the choir, except an elegant mural monument cut in black 
marble near the choir, which, at a distance, seems to consist of 
a t^blp enclosed withiji two fiuted marble pilasters, beai;itifie(j| 
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with angels and other ornaments ; whereas the whole work^ 
both inscription and decorations^ are all .cut into the marble 
itself without any sort of relief. 

THE INSCRIPTION UPONT THE TABLE 18 THIS : 

In Memory q/* Florence the JVife of William Herbert, of the 
White Friars in Cardiff, Esq, who departed this lAfe Oct. this 
15th, 1709, aged 40 Years. 

In this north aisle, near the west end, is a Soor, commonlj' 
called S. Teilaw*s Door, through which, before the Reformation, 
dead bodies were carried into the church to be buried, it being 
looked upon as meritorious to carry them that way. 

To the east of S. Teilaw's Door, over against the sixth pillar^ 
is another small door, which they call the Prebendary's Door. 
Between those two doors are two empty niches in the wall, in 
which there formerly seem to have been monuments and effiw 
gies of persons. The windows in the north aisle do not answer 
to those in the south, and there are five irregular windows, in 
tliat part of the north aisle, which reaches from the west end 
to the break, that is over the door of the chapter-house which 
is on the south. 

The consistory court and the chapter-house join tb the south 
aisle. The consistory court is near the old western tower ; it is 
a tolerable good room, 15 feet square in the clear within, with 
one window six feet broad and four feet high, and two other 
lesser ones over that, one foot three inches broad^ and three 
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feet high apiece. The door that goes into if out of the south 
aigle is of free-stone arched. Between the consistory coun 
and the tower, is one window 10 feet high and eight feet broad. 
From the consistory court to the chapter-house there are £vt 
handsome uniform windows in the south aisle, eight feet broad 
and ] 5 feet high. From the body of the church on this side, 
to the leads of the soutli aisle, is 26 feet six inches. The 
square of the chapter-house on the outside is 36 feet 5 the dia- 
meter of the pediment about eight feet. To the east, in the 
church-yard, i?a stair-case, which leads up to a room over the 
chapter-house, in which there is a school. On the body of the 
church on that side are 23 battlements} on the south aisle, 
between the old tower and the chapter-house, 12 ; beyond that 
to the end of the south aisle, seven. The length of the south 
aisle on the outside, including the old tower, from west to east, 
may be divided thus : to the pent-house, or half roof, (as it is 
called in this country) it is in length 14 yards 5 the pent-house 
takes up two yards more 5 the consistory court seven yards 5 
thence to the porch, nine yards ; the porch three yards and 
one foot 5 thence to the chapter-house, 16 yards. Tlie chap- 
ter-house itself takes up eight yards six inches. The remaining 
part of tlie south aisle is 16 yards and one foot 5 the length of 
the whole is 75 yards, two feet, six inches : so much for the 
south aisle without. 

There is nothing within till we come to the choir, except 
a door of a porch which is exactly against the Prebendary's 
Door in the north aisle. The porch is within in the clear, in 
length seven feet and a half, in breadtli six feet nine inches. 
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£ach of these aisles are in breadth^ from the footing of the pil- 
lars on each side to the outward wall^ H feet and a half. 

The choir begins from the seventh pillar, and reaches to th© 
eleventh y its breadth is exactly the same with that of the 
nave, and is divided by a screen from the nave and the side 
aisles. -The stalls on the north side are 32 feet long, from the 
west end of the screen. On the south side the length of the 
stalls is 27 feet nine inches. .The breadth of t^e choir, north 
and south, is 32 feet. The order and inscriptions of the stalla 
is thus : on the right side, as one goes into the choir out of the 
nave on the west end, are tliese : — 

Episcopi, Fairc-Well, alias M''. Clark, 

Thesaurarij , Faire-IPater, alias GuUelml 

Prcecentoris, Jones, 

* ON TffE SOUTH SIDE. 

Preh. de Cayre, Vicars Choral: 

Preb. S" Crucis, 

ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE DOOR. 

Jrchidiaconiy Preh, de IVarthacwni, 

Cancellarij, Preb. S'' Nicholai, alias M'' 

Preb. de Langwrn, Mayo, 

ON THE NORTH SIDE. 

r • • 

. Preb^ S;^; Dubvitij, alias Preb. S" Andreae 
- ■. jDri^ Zit/sfins^ • ^ Vicars Choral. 



30O 

At the end of the stalls on the south side^ is d void spac6 
three feet and a half long, after which is the bishop's throne^ 
built by Marshall^ in Edward I Vs. time. It is six feet long 
tod five feet broad. Though the beauty of it is pretty much 
lost by length of time, yet it appears to have been, when it was 
first made, a curious piece of work. The back of the throne 
that fronts the choir is painted, and was covered with lamp- 
black during the great rebellion ; but upon the restoration of 
king Charles II. the black was taken off, and the first orna- 
ments again appeared. If we look upon it from the south, 
we see on the right hand the bishop praying to the blessed 
Virgin, who is ascending into Heaven with her hands in a 
praying posture, supported by seven angels, one under her 
feet, and three on each side j out of the bishop's mouth pro- 
ceeds a label inscribed thus : O Virgo scandcns sis Marshall 
coelica pandens. On each side is an angel, who seems to have 
musical instruments to welcome her to Heaven. At the 
bottom is another angel over against the bishop who holds 
up his hands. 

The bishop*s throne joins to the ninth pillar. Beyond it is 
a small door that opens into the south aisle, over against the 
door of the chapter-house. At the bishop's throne there is a 
large half pace, from whence there are four steps, with half 
paces between every step leading up to the altar. Beyond the 
door that goes to the chapter-house there are two seats, and 
behind them, in a nich in the wall, lies a bishop in his Pontifi" 
calihus, in a recumbent posture, in free-stone. They told me 
it was St. TeilaVs tomb ^ but the wqrk does not sccio to be 
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above 400 years old ; and besides^ the present cliurch was btult 
several ages after St. Tdlaw*s deaths However, it is very 
probable it nught be erected to his honour by some of his 
successors, and that here might have been an ancienteir 
monument. 

From the throne to the rails is 28 feet three Inches, from 
thence to the altar nine feet six inches. Within the rails are 
three plain grave-stones of free-stone 3 on the outwardmost 
of which, lying toward the south, is this inscripdon rou^d 
the edge : 

• HUGO LLOYD, Landcmensis Episcopus oliit septimo Die 
Mensis Junij An, D&fn. 1667. Anno ^tatis siue 78, Annoque 
Consecrationis siue septimo. In the middle part are the arms 
of the see, viz. Two Crosiers in Saltire with three Mitres in 
Chief. Under these arms is written. He hath dispersed abroad 
and given to the Poor^ Ms Righteousness remaineth for ever. 
After that are his own arms, which are, A Cheveron between 
three Dragons Heads eraxed. To the north of this, in the mid- 
dle, is a stone for his wife, with only RESURGAM upon it^ 
and under that Anno Dom, l660. 

Joining to it is a third stone laid for Bishop Da^es, thus 
inscribed : 

Hicjacet Reverendus in Christo Pater Yrginciscxispermiisione 
Divind hujus Ecclesice Episcopus post Restaurationem secundus, 
qui ad Dominum Domini Die redijt Martij 14^ -, 7^ /Etafii 

Rr 



jAnno, ConsfiCTQiipms S"*' i^ SaluHs l6fj. In J^umsfrequeus. 
Ultimo Ore serjiiper Vita fnxdicavit* Quadrxxgesimalem hie 
vivcns vitam, Quadragssima hinc ad Vito^ trxmsiii etemgm. 
Un^erne^th are the arms of the see/ which are diJ^fcxently 
blazoned from those upon the grave-stone of bishop Llayd^ 
namely, A Stvord between two Keys in Saltire, with three 
Mitres on a phief^ 

Without the rails, on .the nprlh $ide of 4ie altajr, Ues a bbhop^ 
caryqd in free-stone, wiih a bold relief, without any inscrip- 
tion. And upon the third half pace as you go up, is another 
bishop in his robes, without any inscription likewise. The first 
qf (these is ^ossed to be for St. Dubritius, tl^ fi^tbifi^p^ 
and tl;^e -otlier ijui^t probably .be for bishop Bromfield, who lies 
buried in this qhurch; exqept St. Teliaa*s> on ^he opposite side, 
is mistaHen ^o;: ,him, )$rhicj;i it should «eea^ to be by the stg/s, 

Ti\e ^t^-piece, \i^hi,c;^ i^ of free-^tone, w^s m^d^ i^ bishop 
IV^ar^hall's tjio^e. It loojcs well still, though the' cdours arc 
eX(Ceedi^i;]^ly faded. What we first see, is 9 row pf niches, J l 
in nvu:aber> pajnted .wijth ti)^ ^d hyacinths kiter/chaiigeft^bly. 
The centers of the roses and thel^de kupp^ of the at^em^^ ^yi^ 
the flowers of the hyacinths, are gilt. The roses are white, 
wluch confirms t^e tradition of its being njadje by bishop 
Marshall, since tlie white rose was the device of the house pf ; 
York, which was never (as I believej used singly in any public 
d^OTA^OB^of building, ifix^Qcpt ip tl^e reigns of Edward IV. 
and ^chard 11^. and then it was a proper coi^ap^icaeat iq hh 
patrop, Edv»rd IV . imcier wfepoj ^e yv'jis prfifrnaed. 
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ftiiafef these' n 'niches, is a row of eight' melius, palnte'd'ih 
fresco, exactly likie the former. At each end of these painted 
ones, are three real "niches, painted also in the same manner. 
Within these are two little ones, with a pilaster between ; the 
ground- work throughout, both intlie fresco and the real niches, 
is interchangeably blue and red, and the ornaments over every 
nich are gilt. At each end is a door which leads into the ves- 
try, painted like all the rest. Above tlie altar-piece are two 
rows of large niches, in which formerly have been images. In 
both rows the niiddlemost nich is larger than the rest, and on 
each side are two lesser ones. The two largest niches probably 
contained" the ifnages of our Lord and the blessed Virgin ; and 
the other twelve were for the twelve apostles : under the two 
large niches aire the ten commandments, written with gold 
letters, within a frames over all is a handsome free-stone 
window. 

The first thing we see on the north side of the choir, as we 
go down from the altar, is bishop Marshall's monument. It 
stands in the wall, between the pth and 10th piUars, and is of 
the altar kind. He is placed in a reciirtibeht posture, with 
his crosier and mitre, and pontifical robes. In tlfe'wall are 
his arms iippal'd with those of the see. Tlie arms of the see 
here are. Sable a Sword and two Keys in Satlife, Or, on a 
Chief, Vert, three Mitres of the Second'. His own arms are. 
Parted per Chev'eron in Fess, Of ondYert, letweena 8^ Sable 
I'clow, and a Faulcon, Or, above. At* the feet are tlie cross, 
nails, ropes, and other instruments of tfre Cracifixiori, carved 
in free-stone upon tlie wall. The work of this monument is 
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very good^ and savours of that time^ when arts began to revive. 
The capital SP of the blacky or Gothic klnd^ which is in the 
anns^ which are also (as I remember) upon the bishop*s throne> 
puts it out of doubt to whom this monument belongs j for 
there is qo inseription whereby we may be otherwise in« 
formed. 

As we go farther down on the same side^ at the distance of 
24 feet nine inches from the rails, stands a pulpit 5 and between 
that and bishop MarshalFs tomb^ is a door that leads into the 
nobrth aisle, opposite to the door that leads into the chapter- 
house. The organ loft is over the stalls op the north side of 
the choir; there are in it some shattered remains of an organ 
within a wooden case, with some of the pipes lying loose and 
disordered in the case 3 it was formerly given to this church 
by my Lady Kemysh, of Cefh Mabley, in Glamorganshirej 
(grandmother to sir Charles Kemysh, who now possesses that 
estate) after the reign of king Charles II, So much for tho 
choir^ 

In the south aisle, after one goes up as high as the screen^ 
there is a partition, wherein is a small door which leads into 
what was once a small chapel : it seems to have been once 
undivided from the rest of the aisle. Its length is the distance 
between the 9th and 10th pillars, to which there are two pilas* 
ters in the outer wall, exactly corresponding 3 it is arched over 
head with free-stone. In the middle, within this chapel, is 
^c door that leads into the cbapter^house^ 
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The chapter-house, (which is cast and west, 21 feet, south 
and north 23 feet) is paved with free-stone, cut much of the 
size of our common paving bricks: it is arched with stone, 
and the groyns of the arches centre all in the middle, where 
they are supported by one pillar : towards the south wall, and 
a good way to the east and west, there are seats round it. At 
the north-east end there is a press where they keep their re- 
cords, and by that there is a.pulpit. 

> 

In the uppermost division of the south aisle, near the chapel 
abovementioned, is a nich in the outward wall, where there 
seems to have been a monument, but of whom is not known. 
At the north-east corner is a nich in the wall, in which is a 
fair statue of a lady, in a recumbent posture, covered with a 
large veil 3 it is of alabaster 5 in the waU two men hold two 
escutcheons, which are so defaced that the arms cannot be 
discerned. There is no inscription. Her name is said to have 
been Christian Audley. But who she was otherwise, or when 
she lived, is not remembered. I can only guess, that she was 
probably the wife of John, lord Audley, a person of great pos- 
sessions in these parts, and an active man in suppressing the 
insurrection of Owen Glendour, in the time of Henry the IVth. 
in the 10th year of whose reign he departed this life. Under 
the east window of the same aisle is a grave-stone with this, 
inscription : 

JESUS. 

Here lyeth the body q/* William Evans, L. L, B. Treasurer of 
this Cathedral Church, Chancellor of this Diocese for 40 Years, 
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^der these three Bishops, Anthony \^Kitchm, alias Dun^fhiy] 
Hugh IJones,'] ami William [Blethin] Prehenddfy of £xon> 
and Justice of the Peace and Ghiorum of Monmouth and Grla* 
mQrgan> de<ieased5th qfJ^LnxxsLvy, Anno Dom. 1589* 

Undei^neath ate his arms, quarterly 5 1st. Three Lions Bxcni' 
pant. 2. Two Cheverons in a plain Field, 3. ji Lion Ram^ 
pant within a hordure golonated, 4tli. as the first. Under 
the arras is written, Fortitudo mea Dominus. 



Near this, to the south side, is another grave-stone, thus 
inscribed : 



JESUS. 

Here lyeth the Body of John Evans, q/'Llangattock Vybona- 
vel. Brother to the said William Evans, deceased the 3d Day 
of December, Anno 1588. 

I go back now to tlie north aisle, which I had carried up 
}>efote as high as the choir. There the first tiling that' occurs" 
worth observation is a monument in a liich in the wall, over 
against bishop Marshall's monument, of a bishop in hiis ponti- 
fical robes, and over him, in the form of an escutcheon, the " 
instruments of the Crucifixion, the cross, nails, ladder, ropes, 
and scourges, and over those an emblem of the Resurrection. 
There is no inscription, nor other mark, by which to find out 
the person for whom this monument was made. Above that, 
in another nich, is. a skeleton engraved in free-stone, lying in 
a shroud open before, and gathered above the head 3 it seems 
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to be 300 years ddj if not more; ancT^ conaidftring the time, it m 
not m cut: this skeleton is over against the lldi pillar of the 
choir, which joins to the altar. 

Towards the east end of this aforesaid north ai&le, there is a 
screen which divides the east end from the rest. It was thus 
divided for a burial-place of the family of the Matthew's. It is 
1 1 feet long, and 15 feet broad. 

At the upper end, within tliis xiivision, to the north east, lies a 
knight in armour, upon an altar monument^ in alabaster, well 
wrought : at his head is a man in armour beariog his shield : on 
the side are six images, five of men, and one of a woman, all 
bearing escutcheons. This is said to be the monument of David 
Matthew the great, who was standard bearer to Edward IV. and 
was rnordered at Neath (a maritime town in this county, whidi 
is the old Nidum in the itinerary of Antoninus) by some of die 
Turberviles, with whom he was ^t variance. 

On tjlae north side next to St. Mary's chapel, between that and . 
the north aisle, is a noble akar monument about nine feet in 
length, on which are two images finely wrought in alabaster : , 
the man is in armour, with a collar of SS's about Iiis neck, and 
a coat of m^l under his corslet; by him lies a woman with lace4 
head clothes, and the laoe of the lappets gilt. Hound the edge 
of the altar is this inscription : 

SDratf ^ znimabai Christophori Matthew 3xm\filixi$ 9 Elisabetii 
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M. D. trtttt^ tifto tt pttrttt* C^^ttcop^ontt oMMfC . . . ^ . • . . 
9mn Domfnf M.CCCCCo. i^klo^tim flnftnalmsi |p»pitfe(iit 2M^fir» 

On the sonth side of the moirameht are two Angels in the 
middle, supporting the escutcheons in which are the coats of 
Matthew and Morgan. At each end are two old priests, and 
between them and ,the angels, towards the choir, are three young 
men in armour, and towards the east end of St. Mary's chapel, 
two young men in armour, and one young woman : on the 
north side are two angels in the middle^ as on the south, sup- 
porting the same escutcheon, and two priests with beads at the 
end, and three women on each side between the priests and the 
angels. 

Out of the north aisle there is a door into St. Mary's chapel, 
which is at the cast end of the choir, and divided from it by a 
long narrow room, which runs the whole breadth of the choir, 
parallel to, and between that and St. Mary*s chapel : this room 
is £Ye feet and three inches in breadth. It was formerly used 
for a vestiy, and has two doors at the north and south-west end, 
behind the high altar, to go into the choir : it is now only a dark 
dusty place of little or no use. The chapel itself, now called the 
Welsh chapel, because divine service is celebrated in it every 
Sunday in the Welsh language, is from the west end to the com- 
munion rails, in length 48 feet, and from thence to the altar, 
nine feet and a half 3 its breadth is 24 feet six inches, and the 
heighth about 36 feet : it is built without any pilasters to support 
it. In the inside, tow-ards the west end, there are two tcrecns 
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of wood^ 10 feet tax. ipches long apiece^ which diride this cha- 
pel from the side-aisles^ aiid join the wall of the chapel with the 
vestry : in each of these screens there is a door which leads into 
the aisles. On the north side^ near the rails^ there is a pulpit 
and a reading desk. Behind the altar^ and on the north and 
south sides> are seats for the people. In the area of the chapel 
is a grave stone that is said to belong to Johannes Monumeihensis, 
(who was bishop of LlandafF in 12Q6) and nearer to the altar 
another for bishop Pascall, who was bishop in 1343. On the 
north ude of the altar lies WiUiam de Bruce> covered with » 
black coarse marUe grave stone^ ei^raved with a bold relief^ 
roughly drawn after the manner c^ the time. He is in his i^it 
episcopal robes, with a mitre and crosier; and over his head is 
cut in embossed work^ tM'XiM^^S^^ S>(2C iMROcSC ^S0^ 
19QD* He died in the year 1287. Under the altar are sooki 
painted Mck8> adorned with several sorts' of grotesque figures ; 
lome <^the bricks seem to have had letters inscribed upon them,* 
but after I had caused them to be careftdly. deaned, I could 



discern nothing but parallel lines in this manner^ 



I 
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The whole altar seems to have been paved with such sort of 
bricks which are now decayed and gone. 

Over the altar in this chapel^ towards the north and souths 
are two large double niches^ in which are the ten commandments 
in Welsh : on each side are two rows of niches, with three other 
niches at each comer. The length of St. Mary's chapel, on the 
outside east and west, from die end of the south aisle, is 12 
yards, which added to* the 7^ yards two feet six inches of the 

S s 
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south aisle afore-mentioncd, (page 2<)8) including the Idtigth df 
the old tower, makes the whole length of the church, from end 
to end, east and west, to be 87 yards two feet six inches i, e, 263 
feet six inches. 

The whole building is covered with lead, which is pretty 
, entire, only by reason df the sinking of the timbers of the roof, 
it appears uneven and falling in in several places. There is no 
painted glass, nor any escutcheons in* the windows th at I ob- 
•erved. This church cannot, by any means, be said to have been 
well kept : the walls, however, seem to be pretty sti'ong every 
where, except in the old tower ; and the stone frames of the 
windows tolerably entire ; so tliat it might still be made, without 
a very great expence, considering the largeness of the structure, 
a very decent cathedral. But the revenue of tlie church is so 
small, tliat, witho'ut foreign assistance, much cannot be done 
under a very long compass of time. The service of the choir has 
been put down many years, and the revenues thence arismg 
appropriated to the reparation of the edifice. The persons con- 
cerned, (as it is said) have laid out some hundreds of pounds to 
preserve the roof from falling in and destroying tlie whole church, 
and for other necessaries. 

The chapter consists of 14 members, viz. a bishop, who an- 
swers to the dean in other cathedrals^ and has a stall in the choir, 
and place in chapter in like manner; An archdeacon, who, in 
the absence of the bishop, presides, and is, dejure, sub-dean j 
and 12 prebendaries. There are also two spiritual vicar-chorals, 
of whom one has a pension of 20/. a year, and the other has the 
mall ty thes of Landaff and Whitchurph,^ , ; . : . , ; . . . ; 



311 

' Hie biahop'a castle stands (or rather stobd, before it was demo- 
lished) south-east of the church : it was heretofore a very stats^ 
.building, if we may judge by the gate*-house, which is still rd- 
maining. It was destroyed by Owen Vaughan, commonly called 
Glendower, (or Glyndwrdwy) who made great devastation in tlirs 
country, as well as in North Wales, when he rose in arms against 
Henry IV. There is a very high thick stone wall still standing, 
which probably enclosed tlie castle, and the out-houses that 
belonged to it. The site of the castle is now turned into a gar- 
den, which belongs to JThomas Matthew, Esq. of the court of 
LandafF, (a house so called just adjoining) who is tenant to a 
descendant of the house of Ar^dir, now living in Ireland 5 which 
family has been in possession of that which was once the episco- 
pal house, and the grounds thereunto adjoining, for some ages. 

To the north-east of the castle is the prebendary of Wai^ 
thacwm's house, which is in sorry repair. Next to that is the 
ti-easurer's house, now ruined. Exactly to the east of the church, 
but without the church-yard, was formerly a small college few 
the vicars-choral, and the other officers of the cliurch, of which 

only shattered ruins are now remaining. Towards the north-cast 
end of the church-yard (which is not large) is the prebendal house 
of William Jones > of which there are only some walls now 
standing : next to that is the prebendal house of St. Andrew, 
where are large ruins, besides a small house. To the west of 
that is the house of the prebendary of St. Crosse's, which is a 
pretty good one. North-west of the church, near the comer of 
tlie church-yard, is a house which is of late re-built, and fitted 
\ip for the reception of the chapter, when they come to the audit. 
In «i upper room in this house> there Is a small library, founded 
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^by bishop Davis since the restcHBtion. He gave to it many of the 
Others, from the second to the eighth centur7^ a veiy ^r St 
Chiysostom^ of the Eton edition^ with Bdlanmn's controversies, 
and several of the dassicksr There had been a libraiy^ before the 
civil wars, in the church; but it was dbpened by the rebels, and 
|>art of it burned, with a great heap of Common-Prayer Books, 
at CardiiF, whither the cavaliers of the country, aod the wives of 
several sequestered clergymen, were invited to the castle, in a 
cold winter's day, to warm themselves by the fire, which wa« 
then made of the books that were there burnt. 

Towai^s the north-west of the church, opposite to Jasper's 
tower, in a field called Llan-y-wrach, ttf. about forty-six 3rard6 
distance, there is a ruined piece of building, under the Inrow of a 
hill, 48 yards in length, and TO yards broad. It a[^)ears to have 
been built in the form of a castle, and is said to have belonged 
anciently to the archdeacon of LandafF. His dwelling was cer-' 
tainly once very magnificent, since (we are told that) the ardi- 
deacon of that church, in Henry II's time, entertained that prince 
at dinner at his own house, from whence he went to Cardiff 
castle, where he supped and lay that night, in his return to Lon- 
don from his wars in Ireland. The archidiaconal castle was 
demolished by Owen Glyndwrdwy, at the same time when he 
burnt the bishop's castle. 

This, Sir, is the best account I cookl procure of the cadiedral 
church of Landaff; in which, if there were not prayers read every 
day, and the ecclesiastk^al courts and offices thereunto belonging, 
constantly held in it, and kept in the village just by^ there would 
be very small signs of its being the motber^cbufch of ao wcdtbf 
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.and populous a diocese. Its neighbourhood to Cardiff, which it 
a mile off to the east^ makes its decayed condition the more re* 
markable. The inhabitants of that very elegant town, have, 
within these few years, beautified their church, and furnished it 
with an organ, at their no small expence. The steeple of that 
once conventual church, which is much the finest in Sotith 
Wales, casts a shade upon Jasper* s tower in the church of Lan* 
daff, whilst the decorations at the top of the one, which are veij 
fresh and curious, reproach the broken condition of the battle- 
ments of the other. It must be owned, that the revenue of this 
church is very small ^ but in this age, in which building and 
repairing of churches is more in £ishion than it has been at any 
time since the reformation, so near and so laudable an example 
will, I hope, incite those who are best able, to raise the mother- 
church above its next adjoining- daughter. And I cannot hot 
believe, if those whose immediate concern the world will juf^ 
it to be, would . set themselves about it with vigour and appli- 
cation, but the gentlemen of these two flourishing counties of 
Glamorgan and Monmouth, which constitute the diooefle of 
Landaff, would, in like manner as their ai)oestors did otk tHe 
erecting the primary stmcturci w'dlingly contribute to make 
its ancient cathedral once more appear with a lustre equals 9t 
leasts to that which it ever had. 

I am with due respect. 

Honoured Sir, 
Your most faithful and 
most obedient servant, 

IK WOTTON. 



BISHOPS OF LANDAFF. 



1. St. Dubritius, Anno 49O. 

2. StTeleiau, 512. 
, 3. Odoceus, 640. 

! 4. Ubylwinus. 

5. Aidan. 

6. Elgistill. 

7. Lunapeius. 

8. Comegem. ' 

9. Ai'gwistill. 

10. Gurwan. 

11. Gwodloiou. 

12. Edilbiu, or Edilbinus. 

13. Greciolus. 

14. Berthigwin. 

15. Tiychan, or Trithanus. 
l6« Elvogus, died anno 17^3. 

17. Catwarel, or Catguaret. 

18. Cerenhir, 

19. Nobis. 

20. Gulfridus. 

21. Nudd, orNuth. 

22. Cimelian, or Cymelliauth, 
872. 

23. Libian, orLybiauth, 927. 
24.. Marchluith, 929. 

25. Pater, 943. 



26. Gugan, or Gogwan^ 972. 

27. Bledri, or Blcthery, 983. 

28. Joseph, 2022. 
29; Herewald, 104^. 

30. Urban, 1108. 

3 1 . Hutredus, orUtrryd, 1 139. 

32. Geffrey, I149. 

33 . Nicholas ap Gwrgant, 1 1 49 . 

34. William de Salso Marisco^ 

1185. 

35. Henry, prior of Aberga- 
venny, 1191. 

36. William deGoldclive, 1219. 

37. Elias de Radnor, 1230. 

38. William de Christchurch, 

1240. 

39. William de Burgh, 1244. 

40. John dc la Ware, 1253. 

41. William de Radnor, 1256. 

42. William dc Breuse, 1256. 

43. Philip de Staunton, 1287. 

44. John de Monmouth, 1 296. 

45. Alexander de Monmouth, 

1323. 

46. John de Eclescliff, 1323. 

47. John Coventry, 1346. 
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48. John Pascall, D.D. 1346, 

49. Roger Cradock, 136l. 

50. Thomas Rushooke, 1383. 

51. William de Bottesham, 
. 1386. 

52. Edward Brumfield, 1389- 

53. Tydeman de Wynche- 
combe, 1393. 

54. Andrew Barret, 1395. 

55. John Burghill, 1396. 

56. Thomas Peverell, 1398. 
57* John de la Zouche, 1407. 
58. John Fulford, 1423. 
5g. John Wells, 1425. 

60. Nicholas Assheby, 1440. 

61. John Hunden, 1458. 

62. John Smith, 14/6. 

63. John Marshal, 1478. 

64. John Ingleby, 1496. 

65. Miles Salley, 1499. 

66. George de Attica, or Athe- 
gua, 15 16. 

67. Robert Holgate, 1537. 
6B. Anthony Kitchin, alias 

Dunstan, 1545. 



69 Hugh Jones, 1567. * 

70. William Blcthin, 1575. 

71. Gervaise Babington, 159I. 

72. William Morgan, 1595. 

73. Francis Godwin, 16OI. 

74. George Charlton, l6l7« • 

75. Theophilus Field, I619. 

76. William Murray, 1627. 

77. Morgan Owen, 1639. 

78. Hugh Lloyd, 166O. 

79. Francis Davis, 1667. 

80. WiUiam Lloyd, 1675. 

81. William Beaw, 1679. 

82. John Tyler, 1706. 

83. Rd. Clavering, D. D. 1724. 

84. John Harris, D. D. 1729. 

85. Mattliais MaWson, D. D. 

1738. . 

86. John Gilbert, LL. D. 1740. 

87. Edw. Cresset, A. M. 1748. 

88. Rd.Newcome, D.D. 1755. 

89. John Ewer, D. D. 1761. 

90. Hon. Shute Barrington, 
D.D. 1769. 

91. Rd. Watson, D. D. 1782. 
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ERRATA. 

Paoi 99 line 10 /or Nant-Kentham read Nant-Hcntham* 
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